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d* THE PRINCIPLES 

life — that we muft be renewed by the Holy 
Ghoft, before we can lead a life of holinefs— 
and that, unlefs wc are thus born again, we 
cannot enter i«to the kingdom of heaven.'* 
Of thefc doftrines, you have groffly exprefled 
your difapprobation ; frequently and openly 
declaring, *that they are falfe and enthufiaftic. 
A heavy charge this, and coming from a 
perfon of your years and character, tends to 
have weight with, and unhinge the minds of 
many. It ought, therefore, to. have been 
made good. But you have not, as far as I 
can learn, offered any reafons to prove them 
lb. You have even rcfufed to make me ac- 
quainted with your obje6lions, though I re- 
quefledjto know them with a proper refpeft. 
You have refufed to meet mc, with a friend 
or two, in order to examine the propriety of 
what I have advanced. I am therefore con- 
flrained to addrefs you in this public man- 
ner. For the proof of my opinions, I re- 
fer you to the difcourfes themfelves ; in which 
I have endeavoured to fupport them by 
Scripture and Reafon ; and. fhall now chiefly 
undertake to prove, that they are the doc- 
trines of the cftabliftied church, of tlmt church 
of which you call yourfelf a member, and 
in which you have long officiated as one of 
its rainifiers. 

Art. 
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Art. IX. 0/ original^ or birtJfJin. 

" Original fin ftandeth not in tke follow- 
ing of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly talk) 
but it is the fault and corruption of the na- 
ture of every man that naturally is engendered 
of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is 
very far gope from original irighteoufncfs, 
and is of hiiieown nature inclined to evil; fo 
that the flcttfjjb^ft^^l^ always contrary to the 
fpirit ; and tlierefore, in every pcrfon born 
into this world, it deferveth God's wrath and 
damnation. And this infeftiou of nature 
doth remain, yea, in them that are regene* 
rated." 

Art. X. Of free-will. 

** The condition of man after the fail of 
Adam, is fuch, that he cannot turn and pre- 
pare himfelf by his own natural ftrength and 
good works, to faith and calling upon God ; 
wherefore we have no power to -do good 
works, plcafant and acceptable t() God, 
without the Grace of God by Chrift prevent- 
ing us, that we may have a good will, and 
working with us when we have that gocrd 
will.'* 

B 2 Art. 
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Art. XI. Of the jujiificatlon of man. 

" We ^re accounted righteous before God, 
only ioxtht merit of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift by faith, and not for our own works 
or defervings. Wherefore, that we are juf- 
tified by faith only^ is a moft wholefome doc- 
trine, and very full of comfort, as more 
largely is expreffed in the homily of juftifi- 
cation." 

Art. XII. Of good works, 

** Albeit that good works, which are the 
fruits of faith, and follow after juftification, 
cannot put away our fins, and endure the fe- 
verity of God's judgement ; yet they are 
plealing and acceptable to God in Chrift, 
and do fpring out neceffarily of a true and 
lively faith, infomuch, that by them a lively 
faith maybe as evidently known, as a tree is 
difcerned by the fruit.'* 

Art. XIII. Of works befqre juftification. 

« Works done before the Grace of God, 
and the infpiration of his Spirit, are not 
pleafant to God, forafmuch as they fpring 
not of faith in Jefus Chrift ; neither do they 
make men meet to receiyc grace, or (as the 
fchool authors fay) deferve grace of con- 

gruitjr; 
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gruity; yea, rather for that they are not 
done as God hath willed and commanded 
them to be done, we doubt not but they have 
the nature of fin." 

Thefe, Sir^ are fome of the doftrines of 
the Church of England, and in them are 
contained a declaration and acknowledge- 
ment of the doftrines I have advanced. — In 
Art. 9. it is declared, ** That we are loft in 
Adam, and are by nature children of wrath.'* 
—Art. II. peremptorily aflerts, " That we 
can be reftored to the favour of God, and made 
happy hereafter, only by faith in the death and 
merits of Jefus Chrift." — By comparing Art. 
9, 10, 1 2, and 1 3. you may find, *' That we 
muft be renewed by the Holy Ghoft, before 
we can lead a life of holinefs ; and that, un- 
lefs we are thus born again, we cannot en-^ 
ter into the kingdom of heaven." It ap- 
pearS) then, that my opinions, which you 
have confidently declared to be falfe and en- 
tbufiaftic, are fome of the doftrines of the 
eftablifhed church. But this is not all. 
Though you now fcruple not to declare 
openly, that they are falfe and enthufiaftic, 
it is notorious that you once fpoke very dif- 
ferently about them. What is more, you 
once gave it under your hand, that they were 
true. You could not, indeed, have en- 
B 3 tered 
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tered into the miniftry without this ; for it 
is required of all candidates for the facred 
office, and made an indifpenfable condition 
of their admiffion into it. The 36th canon, 
requiring fubfcription of fuch as are to be 
raade minifters, fays, " No perfon Ihall 
hereafter be received into the miniftry, ex* 
cept he (hall firft fubfcribe to thefe three ;^r- 
ticles following :'* part of the third of which 
is, *^' That he alloweth the book of articles, 
agreed upon by the archbifhops and bilhops 
of both provinces, and the whole clergy in 
the convocation, holden at London, in the 
year of our Lord^ 1562.'* 

It is, indeed, frequently faid, that the 
fubfcription to the articles may be made with 
a refcrve, as far as they are agreeable to the 
holy Scriptures ; which amounts to this, 
** I give it under my hand, that the thirty- 
nine articles are true, as far as I think they 
are agreeable .to the holy Scriptures,'* But 
this is a liberty the fubfcriber has no warrant 
to take, and is at beft, but a mean evaiion. 
For the latter part of the third article in the 
36th canon is, *' That he acknowledgeth alt 
and every the articles therein contained, be- 
ing in number nine-and-thirty, befides the 
ratification, to ht agreeable to the fVard of GodJ*^ 
Nor have any pcrfons the liberty of under- 

Handing 
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{landing the articles in what fenfe they pleafe : 
for in the declaration prefixed to the thirty- 
nine articles, it is faid, " That no man Ihall 
hereafter either print or preach, to draw the" 
article afide any way, but fhall fubmit to it 
in the plain and full meaning thereof; and 
Jhall not put his own ftnfe or comment to be the 
meaning of the article, but Jhall take it in 
the literal and grammatical fenfe. ^^ And to 
prevent all practices of this kind, it is de- 
clared by the fifth canon, ** Whofoeverfhall 
hereafter affirm, that any of the nlne-and- 
thirty, agreed upon by the archbifliops and 
biftiops of both provinces, and the whole 
clergy in convocation, holden in London, in 
the year of our Lord 1562, for avoiding di- 
verfities of opinions, and for the eftablilhing 
of confent touching true religion, are in any 
part fuperftitious or erroneous, or fuch as he 
may not with a good confcience fubfcribe 
unto; let him be excommunicated ipfo fa£lo, 
and not reftored, but only by the archbifhop, 
after his repentance and public revocation of 
fuch his wicked errors." And in the 36th 
canon, it is further faid, " To thefe three 
articles whofoever will fubfcribe, he fhall, 
for the avoiding of ^Jl ambiguities, fubfcribe 
in this form of words, fttting down both 
his chriiliaaand furname ; namely, I, N. N. 
B4 do 
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do willingly and ex animo fubfcribe to thefe 
threearticles abovementioned,and to all things 
that are contained in them/' 

Be pleafed now to recolleft-,/Sir,' ^^ftK .you 
yourfelf have peFfonned every part of what 
is here required of all candidates for the mi- 
niftry; that is, you have given it under your 
hand,, that you allow of all the thirty-ni«e 
articles — that you believe they are agreeable 
to the word of God — that tl>ey are ,to be iwi- 
derftood in the literal and grammatical fcnfe 
— and that your fubferipticm was willingly 
and from the heart. After having fubfcribed 
to the articles in this ftrift and folemn man- 
ner, how ca» you recoiKrile it with iritegrity 
and fincerity, to deny, and even ridicule 
the doftrines of regeneration, and the necef- 
fity of the influences of the Holy Ghoft ? 
Think, Sir^ I bcfeech you. It can avail 
you nothing to fay, as you generally do, 
when confronted with the articles^ and re- 
minded of your fubfcription to them, that 
the articles arc erroneous, and want to be 
altered. How long have they wanted an 
alteration ? If it was before you entered the 
miniftry, how came you to fubfcribe that 
they were true ? If ^ou have difcovered 
this fecret fince, what induced you to give 
it under your hand that they were true, when 

you 
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you did not know whether they were true 
or falfe ? 

But, Sir, it is a miftake in you, to fay 
that they want alteration ; and you feldom 
appear in your public character without dif- 
covering it. When yOu read the office for 
baptifni, you declare before the affembled 
congregation, *' Dearly beloved, forafrauch 
as all men are conceived and born in fin, 
and that our Saviour Chrift faith, none can 
enter into the kingdom of God, except he be 
regenerated and born anew of water and the 
Holy Ghoji \ I befeecb you to call upon God 
the Father through our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
that of his bouhteous mercy he will grant to 
this child that thing, which by nature he 
cannot have ; that he may be baptifed with 
water and the Holy Ghoft, and received into 
Chrift's holy church, and be made a lively 
member of the fame." Here is a plain de- 
claration of the two doftrines in queftion ; 
namely, the abfolute neceffity of regenera- 
tion, and of the influences of the Holy Ghoft ; 
and, moreover, a proof that by regeneration 
we are to underftand fomething more than 
mere reformation, and that wrought in our 
own ftrength ; which is the true meaning of 
the word according t% the opinion of many. 
Wc may fee that it fignifies a change of dif- 
B 5 pofition 
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poiition, from evil to good, worked in us 
by the power of the Holy Ghoft. And this 
is confirmed by part of a prayer in the fame 
ofBee, which you have frequently offered to 
God in behalf of children ; *' Give thy holy 
Spirit to this infant, that he may be borii 
again/' It is amazing that you fhouid en- 
tirely forget thefe paflages. 

You have alfo been pleafed to declate, that 
the operations of the Holy Ghoft, both or- 
dinary and extraordinary, have long fince 
ceafed. I pray, Sir, how long ? You hav* 
made no fcrupk to fay, ever fince the begin- 
ning of the fourth century ; when Chriftia- 
nity being acknowledged by the civil power, 
under the Emperor Conftantine, there was 
no more occafion for them ; fot the rule of 
faith being eftablifhed, the work of Chrif- 
tianity is to be carried on by the force of rea- 
fon. If this is true, how happens it, that 
there is even one immoral man in your pa- 
rifli ? This implies eithef* a great negleft, 
or the infuflSicicncy of reafon for fuch a work. 
Indeed, Sir, there is not the leaft fhadow of 
argument to fupport this notion. Scrip- 
ture, reafon j and experience all prove the 
contrary. The heart of man is the fame in 
all ages. Men are as f)rone to evil, and as 
much attached to the things of the world 

now, 
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riow, as they were in the days of the apof- 
tles ; and it requires as ftrong a power now, 
as it did then, to change them from evil to 
good; to raife their -afFeftions from things 
below, and fet them on things above. Mul- 
titudes are ready to bear witnefs, that " Paul 
may plant, and Apollos may water, but God 
only can give an increafe." But if your 
opinion is true, how can you poffibly re- 
concile it with fome declarations you for- 
merly made ? When you was a candidate for 
deacon's orders, this queftion \yas put to 
you : " Do you truft that you are inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghoft to take upon you 
this office," &c. To this you anfwered, in 
plain terms, ** I truft fo." According, there- 
fore, to this declaration, the operations of 
the Holy Ghoft had not ceafed thirty years 
ago ; for you have within that time declared, 
that you was inwardly moved by him, to 
take upon you the office of a deacon. But, 
Sir, I doubt not you have long fince the 
above-mentioned period, acknowledged the 
neceffity of them. If I miftake not, you- 
have, within a month, been heard to fay, 
and that publicly^ '* Wherefore let u» be- 
feech him to grant us true repentance and 
his Holy Spirit, that thofe things may pleafe 
him which we do at this prefent, and that 
B 6 ^^ 
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the reft of our life hereafter may be pure 
and holy." [Abfolution,] And further fo*- 
lemnly to addrefs God, " That it may pleafe 
Thee, to endue us with the grace of thy Holy 
Spirit, to amend our lives according to thy 
holy word." [Liturgy.] 

Whenever you catechifc the children of 
your parifli, you fufFer it to be faid, that 
the inward and fpiritual grace of baptifm is, 
** a death unto fin, and a new birth unto 
righteoufnefs." And when you aflc the 
child what he chiefly learns from the articles 
contained in the Belief; you do not tell him 
he is wrong, when he fays, among other 
things, I learn to believe in *• God the 
Holy Ghoft, who fanftifieth me, and all the 
cleft people of God." 

To deny, therefore, the doftrines of rege- 
neration, and the influences of the Holy 
Ghoft, what is it, but to condemn yourfelf 
out of your own mouth ? To teach, as truths 
neceflary to falvation, what you believe to be 
falfe ; to appear before God in behalf of a 
people ; offering up petitions, for which you 
acknowledge there is no neceflity; and pre- 
tending to pray for thingt,^ which you dc- 
claie have no exiftencc. 

Let our people now judge between us. I 
readily fubmit to their determination, who is 

the 
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the confillcnt minifter, the true fon of the 
church ; you, ,«ho have fubfcribed to thefc 
doftrines as true^anrd yet, deny them, de-« 
daring that they are falfe and enthufiaftic > 
or I, who having likewife fubfcribed that they 
are true, appear an advocate for them ?— - 
May God open the eyes of many, that tliey 
may fee how groflly they are impofed upan ! 

I reft fatisfied that every candid perfon, 
who compares what has been faid, with the 
following difcourfes, will be convinced that 
the doftrines I advance, are the doftrines of 
the eftablilhcd church ; and that they can- 
not be denied or branded with opprobrious 
diftin£lions, witliout cafting a reproach on 
our ecclefiaftical eftabliihment. — Before the 
Popifh bifliops burnt John Hufs, for preach- 
ing falvation by Jefus Chrift only, and not 
by any works or merits of our own, they put 
on his head a triple crown of paper, painted 
with devils. I doubt not but this had the 
defired effeft ; namely, ta expofc the man 
whom they could not confute. Every advo- 
cate for the doftrines of the eftabli/hed 
church, for the laft forty-years, has met 
with fomething of the like treatment. At 
his firft appearance the cry has ufually been, 
"a Methodift! a Methodift!" — ^This baa 
generally fucceeded. The people imagining' 

fomc- 
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fometlurig very bad wais meant by the worJ, 
have condemned the preacher and his doc- 
trinesy without giving them a fair hearing ; 
and fo have been unwarily brought to con- 
demn the doftrines of their own church. — ^ 
This trick has been played off with fuccefs 
in almoft every county in the kingdom. It 
is to be wifhed, that thofc who thus delude 
the people, who draw them ofF from hearing 
the pure doftrines of the Reformation, the 
true doftrines of their own church, would 
tindertakc to prove their affertions ; would 
publicly declare that our articles are falfe ; and 
at the fame time inform tlie world how they 
have afted with regard to them. 

Will you, Sir, undertake this 6fficc ? If 
fo, let me befccch you to execute it faith- 
fully, Ufe no referve, but plainly declare 
thilt you fubfcribed to the articles, becaufe 
you knew you could not othefwifc enjoy the 
emoluments of the church : — that you gave 
it under yo\ir hand that they are agreeable to 
the Word of God ; are to be underftood in 
the literal and grammatical fenfe ; and that 
jour fubfcription was willingly, and from the 
heart-— jf/^ you believe they are falfe. Confefs 
that you cannot baptife or catechife the chil- 
dren of your parifh, without acknowledging 
that they are true ; yet you believe they are 

falfe. 
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/al/e. Own you cannot publicly ufe the fer- 
vice of the church,- without d^laring that 
they are true, yet you believe they are falfe.^ I 
cheerfully wear the cuftomary badge of re- 
proach, for preaching according to the arti- 
cles I have fubfcribed ; but (hall never think 
you aft ingenuoufly, while you conceal fo 
material a part of what ought to be known. 

It is in vain to deny, that errors have long 
been in the church ; that Arminians, Soci- 
nians, and Arians, have fwarmed among 
us for more than an hundred years. They 
have all fubfcribed the articles ; and yet it 
has long iince been demonftrated, that the 
articles, when taken in the literal and gram- 
matical fenfe, are incapable of an Arminiany 
Arian, or Socinian conftruftion. But what 
good have they done ? Have they been in- 
llrumental to bring any out of darknefs inta 
marvellous light, to deliver them from tlie 
captivity of Satan, and tranflate them into 
the kingdom of Jefus Chrift ? Alas \ Ihew 
tne the perfon, whofe converfation is con- 
formable to his Bible^ and who was brought 
to that happy ftate by means of thehr princi- 
- pies, and I will publicly acknowledge my er- 
ror. Surely fuch a total want of fuccefs 
might long fince have taught them, that 
their doftrincs are not agreeable to the Worxl 

of 
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of God, fince he will not fufFer them to pro** 
fit his people at all. Our miniftry will ne- 
ver be fuccefsful, till we return to the doc- 
trines of the Reformation ; to the truth of 
which we have both fubfcribed. Thefe con- 
tain the true principles of Chriftiahity. Thefe 
alone point out our diforder by nature, and 
where only a remedy is to be found ; and 
wherever thefe are clearly and faithfully deli- 
vered, God more or lefs condefcends to ac- 
company them with his bleffing. To thpfe 
then let the people attend; they can be led 
to happinefs by no other. Whenever thefe 
are omitted, they do not hear what they 
ought to hear. And whenever any other 
doftrincs are delivered, as the doctrines of 
Chriftianity, as the doftiines of the church 
of England, the people are impofed upon^ 
are deceived. 



I am, &c. 
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LETTER II. 

Rev. Sir, 

I AM favoured with your letter, but much 
difappointed, as the fubjeft of it is very 
diflferent from what I thought I had reafon 
to expeft. Inftead of undertaking to prove 
that the doftrines I ufually preach are falfe 
and enthufiaftic — that the artitles are incon- 
fiftent with the Scriptures, and therefore 
ought to be altered — that perfons who fub- 
fcribe may underlland them in what fenfe 
they pleafe — »you have pafled over every thing 
of this kind, and introduced a frefh charge, 
which amounts to this, that I am righteous 
over much. Alas ! Sir, my confcience bears 
me witnefs, that the charge is far from being 
juft. When I compare my practice with my 
engagements, as a minifler of the eftabliflied 
church, and more efpecially as a minifter of 
the New Teftament, I am ready to link in 
the 4uft» to fee how little I have done, and 
do, in order to fulfil tliem. 

Upon a review of the offices for the ordi- 
nation of miniftcrs, we may fee, that before 

aper<* 
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a perfoii is ordained a deacon, he declares, 
in the prefence of the bifhop, the affifting 
niinifters, and tlie congregation aflembled, 
that " he trulls he is inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoft to take npon him that office, to 
ferve God for the promoting his glory." 
And that he thinks •• he is truly called to 
the miniftry of the church, according to the 
will of our Lord Jcfus Chrift." Before he 
is ordaiacd a pricft, he alfo publicly declares, 
that ^' he thinks in his heart, that he is 
truly called to die office of the prieilbood, 
according to the will of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift." 

Soon after this folemn and public decla- 
ratian, the bifhop exhorts him, •* in the name 
of our Lord Jcfus Chrift, to have in remem- 
brance into how high a dignity, and to how 
weighty an office and charge he is called ^ 
that is to fay, to be a meflenger, a watch* 
man, and ftevvard of the Lord ; to teach and 
to premonilh, to feed and provide for the 
Lord's family ; to feek for Chrift's fheep, 
that are difperfed abroad — that they may be 
faved through Chrift for ever."^ He adds, 
** Have always, therefore, printed in your re* 
membrance, how great a treafure is com- 
mitted to your charge. For they are the 
fheep of Chrift, which he bought with his 

death|» 
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death, and for whom he flied his blood. The 
church and congregation whom you muft 
ferve, is his fpoufe, and his body. And if 
it iball happen the fame church, or any 
member thereof, to, take any hurt or hin* 
drance, by reafon of your negligence, you 
know tlie greatnefs of the fault, and alfo the 
liorribk punilhment that will cnfuc. Where- 
fore confider with yourfelf the end of your 
miniftry — and fee that you never ceafe your 
labour> your care and diligence, until yon 
have done all that lieth in you, according to 
your bounden duty. 

Forafmuch then as your ofEce is both of 
fo great excellency, and of fo great difficul- 
ty, you fee with how great care and ftudy 
you ought to apply yourfelf; as alfo to be- 
ware that neither you offend, nor be ecca^ 

fion that otliers offend therefore, you 

ought, and have need to pray earneftly for 
God's Holy Spirit. 

We hope you have well weighed and pon- 
dered thefe things long before this time ; and 
that you have clearly determined, by God*s 
grace, to give yourfelf wholly to this^ffice, 
fo that as much as lieth in you, you will ap- 
ply yourfelf wholly to this one thing, and 
draw all your cares and ftudies tliis way; 
and that you will continually pray to God 

the 
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the Father by the mediation of our only Sa* 
viour Jefus Chrift, for the heavenly affiftance 
of the Holy Ghoft ; that by daily reading and 
weighing of the Scriptures, you may Wax 
riper and ftronger in yotir miniftry ; and 
that you may fo endeavour yourfelf to fanc- 
tify the lives of you and yours, and to fa- 
shion them after the rule and do£lrine of 
Chrift, that you may be a wholefome and 
godly example, and pattern for the people to 
follow. And now that this prefcnt congre- 
gation of Chrift here affembled may alfo un- 
derftand your mind and will in thefe things, 
and that this your promifc may the more 
move you to do your duty, you fhall anfwer 
plainly to thefe things, which we in the 
name of God and of his church fhall demand 
of you touching the fatne." 

Many queftians are then put to him : the 
fubftance of which, and of his anfwers, 
in the very words that are ufed, is — " That 
be will give faithful diligence always fo to 
minifter the doftrineand facraments and the 
difcipline of Chrift, as the Lord hath com- 
manded, and as the church and realm hath 
received the fame ; and that he will teach the 
people committed to his cure and charge 
with all diligence to keep and obferve them 
•"—that he will be ready with all faitliful di* 

ligencc 
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ligcnce to banifli and drive away all crro-« 
neous and ftrange doftrines, contrary to 
God's word ; and to ufe both public and 
private admonitions and exhortations, as 
well to the fick as to the whole, within his 
cure, as need fhall require, and. occafioti 
Ihall be given : — that he will be diligent in: 
prayers, and in reading of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and in fuch ftudies as help to the 
knowledge of the fame, laying aiide the 
ftudy of the world and the flelh." After this 
his folenn promife the bifliop prays in the 
following words : " Almighty God, who 
hath given you this will to do all thefe 
things, grant alfo unto you ftrength and 
power to fulfil the fame." 

This is a moft folemn engagement for any 
man to make. Be it remembered, Sir, that 
you and I have made it, in the prefence of 
a holy and juft God, and who moft aflu- 
redly expefts that we fhould endeavour to 
fulfil it. But folemn and comprehenfive as 
it is, it contains no more than the Scriptures 
require from aJl who undertake to officiate 
in facred things. 

The Epiftles to Timothy point out, by 
the advice and exhortations contained in 
them, the duty of every minifter of the gof-* 
pel. " Thefe things write I unto thee, fays 

the 
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the apoftle, hoping to come unto thee fhort- 
ly: but if I tarry long, that thou mayft 
know how thou oughtcft to behave thyfelf 
in the houfe of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the trutli." I. Tim. iii. 14, 15. 

Let us, then, ferioufly attend to fome of 
the important things which the apoftle fpeaks 
to Timothy, and not to him only, but to 
every minifter in every age of the church. 
** Let no man defpife thy youth, but be 
thou an example of the believers, in word, 
in converfation, in charity, in fpirit, in 
faith, in purity. Till I come, give atten- 
dance to reading, to exhortation, todoArine. 
Negleft not the gift that is in thee, which 
was given thee by prophecy, with the laying 
on of the hands of the prefbytery. Meditate 
upon thefe things, give thyfelf wholly to 
them ; that thy profiting may appear to all. 
Take heed unto thyfelf, and to thy doftrine ; 
continue in them : for in doing this thou 
Ihalt fave both thyfelf and them tliat hear 
thee-*' I.Tim, iv. 12 — 16. "Fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art called, and haft profef- 
fcd a good profeflion before many witneiTes. 
I give thee charge in the fight of God, who 
quickcneth all things, and before Jcfus Chrift, 
. . z who 
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who before Pontius Pilate witnefled a good 
confefiion ; that thou keep this command* 
ment without fpot, unrebakeablc, until the 
appearing of our Lord Jefus Chrift." I. Tim. 
vi. 12 — 14. I put thee in remembrance, 
that thou ftir up the gift of God which is in 
thee.'' II. Tim. i. 6. -** Be thou not alha* 
med of the teflimony of our Lord, nor of 
me his prifoner ; but be thou partaker of the 
afflidions of the gofpel, according to the 
power of God ; who hath faved us, and 
called us with an holy calling, not accord- 
ing to our works, but according to his own 
purpofe and grace which was given us in 
Chrift Jefus, before the world began." IL 
Tim. i. 8, 9. " Hold fail the form of found 
words, which thou haft heard of me, in 
faith and love which is. in Chrift Jefus." 
II, Tim. i. 13. *' Thou therefore endure 
hardnefs, as a good foldier of Jefus Chrift. 
No man that warreth, cntangleth hdmfelf 
with the affairs of this life, that he may 
pleafe him who hath chofen him to be a ioU 
dier." II. Tim. ii. 3, 4. " Study to fhow 
thyfclf approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be aftiamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth." IL Tim. ii. 15. " Flee 
alfo youthful lufts; but follow righteouf- 
nefs, faith, charity, peace, with them that 

call . 
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call on the Lord out of a pure heart." II. 
Tim. ii. 22. *' I charge thee therefore be- 
fore God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, who 
ihall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
pearing, and his kingdom : preach the word, 
be ihftant in feafon, out of feafon ; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long-fufFering and 
doftrine." II. Tim, iv. i, 2. " Watch thou 
in all things, endure affli£tions, do tlie work 
of an evangelift, make full proof of thy mi- 
niftry. For I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I 
have fought a good fight, I have finifhed 
mycourfe, I have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crowii of 
righteoufnefs, which the Lord die righteous 
Judge fhall give me at that day ; and not 
to me only, but unto all them alfo who love 
his appearing." II. Tim. iv. 5 — 8. 

When we ferioufly confider our great con- 
cern in tliefe folemn exhortations of the 
apoftle, we Ihall be fully convinced, that 
there can be no reafon for one clergyman 
to fay to another, ** Thou art righteous over 
much !" Fqr what do they imply fhort of 
this — that it is the duty of every one, with- 
out a fingle exception, who undertakes the 
work of the miniftry, to give .himfelf wholly 
to it^ and to devote bis time an4 every ta- 
lent 
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lent to the fervice of God, and the good of 
ibuls ? And that he may do fo, the word of 
God deUares, that they who preach the gof- 
pel ftiould live of the gofpel. Every minifter 
of the eftablifliment is accordingly provided' 
for by law, and is alfo by law prohibited 
from engaging in any worldly employ : and 
furely this implies, that it is expeded from 
him, both by God and man, that he (hould 
make the work of the miniftry the grand, 
the only bufinefs of his life ; that he Ihould 
give up himfelf to the diligent and faithful 
difcharge of it. A perfon, without a fenfe 
of the importance of the minifterial office, 
without a zeal for God, or a love for fouls, 
may indeed run to the altar, as it is ex- 
prefled, for a morfel of bread ; may have no 
other ends in undertaking it^ than to procure 
a decent maintenance, and be able to live 
in an eafy, genteel manner. When this is 
the cafe, no wonder if he endeavours to 
keep out of fight the folemn engagements 
he made ; for if he ferioufly confidered them 
he could not be eafy. Having obtained all 
that he aimed at, we are not to-be furprifcd 
if he neglefts his duty, fits down to enjoy 
himfelf, and cries out againft thofe who aft 
more confcientioufly than he does. But fliU 
the vows of God are upon him, and it is 
C juftly 
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juftly expefted tliat he fliouW perform them. 
Inftead, therefore, of charging others with 
being righteous over much, he would da 
well to confider that he himfelf is righteous 
over little. 

I would acknowledge with fhame and hu^ 
miliadon, that this was ray own cafe. I en- 
tered the mimftry from mere felfifli ittotivcs, 
without one ferious thought of God, of the 
nature of the office I was to execute, of the 
importance of my own foul, or of the fouls 
of others. Nor did I once confider what 
obligations I was under, nor whether I aimed> 
to difcharge them, for more than ten years- 
after I was ordained* I had not, to my re- 
membrance, one thought, in all this time, 
of ray horrid prevarications both with God 
and man, nor of the awful confequences 
which rauft have enfued, if I had died in 
tiiat {late. On Sundays, indeed, I put on 
the form of godlinefs, went to church, read 
the appointed prayers, and fomething which 
I called a fermon ; though it was inconfif- 
tent with the prayers I had ufed a little be- 
fore, and contradiftory to thofe articles I 
bad folemnly fubfcribcd to be agreeable to 
the Scriptures. Neverthelefs, I know there 
is a. God of mercy ; and that even fuch cry- 
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ing fins as thefe may be pardoned through 
the blood of Jefus, 

My cafe is indeed awful: the remem- 
brance of it has often cut me to the hearty 
and often caufed me to look* upon myfelf as 
a monfter of iniquity. But do you think. 
Sir, that it is Angular ! I fear it is not ; yet 
I judge no man. It ftiould, however, be 
confidered, that God will judge the world, 
and that we muft appear at his bar to anfwef 
for all that we fhall have done in this life. 

Religious eftablifhments, when fct up with 
the beft views, will foon be abufcd to felfilh 
purpofes, if a ftrift difcipline is not obfer- 
ved ; if great care is not taken who ire ad- 
mitted into, and how they aft while they 
continue in them. But if they are planned, 
or ufed to fecular ends, they cannot long an- 
fsver the grand defigns of Chriftianity. If 
any difcipline is bbferved, it will be far 
fliort of what it ought to be. Errors, both 
ill doftrine and pradi^, will foon enter, 
prevail, abound. Offences will come, and 
perhaps at the times of ordination, the greateft 
care will be to keep out of the miniftry thofe 
who are beft qualified to do the work of it. 

Suppofe our ecclefiaftical conftitution was 

to be made a n^erc engine of ftate — that the 

greateft emoluments and dignities in it were 

C 2 given, 
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given, from time to time, not to the moft 
wife, the moft laborious in the work of the 
miniftry, the moft mighty in the Scriptures, 
the moft devoted to God ; but to thofe whofe 
conne£tions ha^ the greateft parliamentary 
intereft : or, if now and then a learned man 
was promoted, it fhould be for fiich a kind 
of learning as oftener hinders, if poffible, 
than promotes the glory of God. On fuch 
a facrilegious ufe of power could a bleiling 
from on high be expeded ? Might it not be 
feared that, on account of fuch a wilful and 
horrid abufe of the defign of our pious fore- 
fathers, it Ihould be withheld ? and that, as 
nothing more was aimed at than the pro- 
moting of private ends, nothing more fliould 
be obtained ? Under fuch circuraftances, our 
ecclefiaftical fuperiors being, in general, def- 
titute of the power of godlinefs, would con- 
tent themfelves with the form of it, and con- 
fult more their own eafe and honour in their 
elevated ftations, than the confcientious dif- 
charge of their duty, and the interefts of re- 
ligion, Difcipline would be relaxed. Vifi- 
tations would be unfrequent and always for- 
mal. Little or no regard would be paid to 
orthodoxy, uniformity, or the neceflary qua- 
lifications of candidates for the miniftry. The 
contagion would foon fpread, A traffic would 

be 
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be made of facred things. The next prefen*. 
tations to and advowfons of livings would 
be carried to market, and purchafed by lay* 
men in order to make a decent provifion for 
fome of their children. What could be ex- 
pcfted from fuch perfons when admitted into 
the church? As their appointments were 
bought for them, they would hardly concern 
themfelves about much more than making 
the moft of their livings. More thought 
would probably be taken about the fleece, 
than the flock. Many of the people would 
foon be difcontented, murmur, and keep 
from the public worfhip ; and fo the good 
defign of a religious eflablifhment be, in a 
great meafure, fruftrated. It would, ho doubt, 
be fo in many places. Diffenters would take 
advantage, and draw feveral of the more fe* 
rious people to their meetings ; or the more 
ferious people, finding that their minifters 
did not preach according to their articles, 
and had a very imperfe£k fenfe of facred 
things, would go over to the Diflentcrs. Per- 
haps the Lord would Ihew his difpleafure, and 
at the fame time his mercy : would give unto 
feveral of the laity to underftand and feel 
^e importance of the beft things ; and ha- 
ving given them this knowledge, permit them 
to go out into the highways and hedges, and 
C 3 com- 



3a T,HE PRINCIPLES 

compel their fellow iinners to hearken to 
that gofpel, which their own minifters would 
not preach to them. Perhaps, in his fove- 
reign pleafure, he would open the eyes of 
fome of the hitherto thoughtlefs clergy, and 
give them to be able, faithful, and fuc- 
^efsful minifters qf the New T^iUinQnt. 
.What would be ffhe confequence ? Waqld 
not the reft be flighted, and the bettpr:fort 
qf their peqple attachied to others ? An4 
would not they, in retufn, cry out againft 
the ferious people and the miniftars .who 
a£ted more confcientioufly th^n tbemfelves } 
Would they not load them with reprqach^ 
^nd find out fome ridiculous name by which 
they might diftinguifti thqm from others* 
Thefe things might reafon^bly be e^peded ; 
for agreeable to fuch a conduft is the fpirit 
of the world. It. then might not be thought 
fufficient to fay, " Ye arc righteous over 
much;" but be judged nec^ftary to addgrofs 
niifreprejfentation, flander, perfecution ; ^ny 
thing that would weaken their influence with 
thinking perfons, and hinder their ufeful- 
nefs. But would this conduft prove their 
knowledge of the truth ? No ; rather their 
ignorance of it. Would it proceed .^fijj^m 
a love to the interefts of true religion if^No ; 
but rather from an enmity agaiaft if' From 
^ an 
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an evidence that thefc perfons Were wrong ? 
No ; but from a confciaufnefs that they 
themfelves did not endeavour to fulfil their 
engagements, and therefore, that they who 
did, were as pricks in theireyes and thorns in 
Iheir fides* 

God will have his work done ; and if 
they who undertake it, will not do it, he 
will certainly employ others ; for his coun- 
fel fhall ftand, and all that he has determi- 
ned fhall aiTuredly come to pafs. For the 
laft fifty years, at leaft, there has been fuch 
a departure from the doftrines and fpirit of 
Chriftianity, among thofe who undertook 
and were regularly fent to be builders, that, 
like the Jewifh priefts of old, they have 
•* refufed that ftone which is become the head 
of the corner." What has taken place in 
the mean time i God has raifed up others. 
^* He has chofen the foolifh things of the 
world, to confound the wife ; and God hath 
chofen the weak things of the world, to con- 
found the things which are mighty." I. Cor. 
i. 27. Many have gone forth and declared 
publicly the way of falvation through Jefus 
Chrift ; and though they were not regularly 
erdained to the work of the miniftry, God 
bas blefied his truth delivered by them, fo 
tliat they have been the inftruments of bring- 
C 4 ing 
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ing many to the knowledge and pra£lice of 
the gofpcl. Thus it was of old. When 
the chief priefts and rulers of the Jews had 
departed from, ajid almoft forgotten the law 
of Mofes — when they laid more ftrefs on the 
traditions of men, than on the command- 
ments of God — ^when, havhig loft the (pirit 
of religion, they were looking for a mere 
temporal Mefliah ; thea God raifed up the 
-apoftles. They had little or nothing of 
human learnings but God taught and en- 
dued them with power from on high -^ and 
then " they went forth, preaching every 
where, the Lord working with them,^ and 
confirming the word with figns following.'* 
Mark xvi. 20. Thus it has been in every 
age of the church ; znd tlius. Sir, I fcruple 
not to afSrm, it has been in our day. 

If, then, we meet with no fuccefs in our 
miniftry, fhould we not fear that tlie Lord is 
difpleafed — that his awful denunciation 
againft the falle prophets of old is againft 
us, " they fhall not profit my people at all ?" 
Should it not caufe us to inquire, what were 
our motives for entering into the miniftry ? 
What did we then undertake? Are we la- 
bouring to fulfil our engagements ? " Them 
tliat honour me, fays God, I will honour ; 
and they that defpife me, (hall be lightly 

cfteemed.'* 
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tfteemed.'^ I. Sam. ii. 30. We cannot fure- 
ly honour him more than by aiming habi- 
tually to aft and live for him ; nor can we 
defpife him more, than by folemnly promi- 
ling and undertaking to do fc), and paying no 
regard to our engagements. If our hearts 
arc not with God in our work, preferring his 
fervice, and defiring his glory more than any 
temporal advantage, it is to be feared that 
we are falfe to our engagements, that we rau 
before we were fent, and are even ftrangers 
to the grand ends of a gofpel miniftry. 

If we are perfuaded that we are ftnt of 
God, the folemn meflage of the apoftle, " fay 
to Archippus, Take heed to the miniftry 
which thou haft received of the Lord, that 
thou fulfil it/' Col. iv. 17, will have more 
weight to quicken us to diligence in our 
work, than the word* " be not righteous 
over much," tortured from their original 
meaning, and ufed with a contemptuous 
fneer, wiH have to make us idle and flothful 
m bufinefs. If wc know any thing of the 
worth of fouls, if we really believe that 
Chrift died for finners, and are able to ap- 
ply this important truth to ourfelves : or, if, 
to ufe the words of St. Peter, *« God ... hath 
begotten us again to a lively hope, by the 
refurrcftiba of Jefus Chrift from the dead," 
C s h Pet. 
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I. Pet. i. 3. the love of Chrift will conftraiit 
us to aim to fulfil our moft folemn engage- 
ments ; we (hall delight in our privilege ta 
feed his lambs^ to feed his fheep ; we fhall 
cheerfully devote ourfelves to his fervicc, per- 
fuaded that all we can do is infinitely (hort 
of what we owe to him, who died for us. 

I am perfuaded that a glimpfe of the value 
of fouls, and of the mercies of God through 
a Mediator^ has caufed many to a£t as minif- 
ters, to fpeak publicly as perfons having au- 
thority, though it was never given them. But 
if a man has fimilar views, and is, moreover, 
perfuaded that he is regularly called to the work 
of the miniftry, furely he will not take for the 
ftandard of his duty, the conduft of thofc 
who do not undcrfland thefe things, or per* 
haps treat them with contempt. To the 
law and to the teftimony j to his folcnin en- 
gagements and the word of God, he muft go 
to know what is right in this matter. What 
thefe teach, he is bound to pra£tife, or he 
cannot have a confcience void of oflFence. 
^ What others do can be no rule to him, any 
farther than it agrees with the Scriptures. If 
perfons who have entered the miniftry are 
ignorant of the importance of the charge they 
have undertaken, or will not be informed 
what it is, or arc determined not to ad: acr* 

cording 
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cording to it, let them not rafhly condemn 
others, who aim to aft confcientioufly ; but 
rather let them remember that they have a 
Lord and Mailer, to whom they Ihall cer- 
tainly give an account of their fteward(hip. 
If the private Chriftian is commanded to be 
** fteadfaft, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord," I. Cor. xv. 5, 8. 
furely, lefs than this will not be expefted 
from tlie public minifler. " Who then is a 
faithful and wife fervant, whom his ♦Lord 
hath made ruler over his houfehold, to give 
them meat in dufe ieafon ? Blefled is that fer- 
vant, whom his Lord, wl>en he dometh, Ihall 
find fo doing. Verily I, fay unto you, that 
he Ihall make him ruler over all his goods. 
But and if that evil fervant fhall fay in his 
heart, my Lord delayeth hi$ coming, and 
Ihall begin to fmite his fellow fervants, and 
to eat and drink with the drunken, the Lord 
of that fervant fhall come in a day when 
he looketh not for him, and in an hour that 
l>c n not aware of, and fhall cut him afun- 
der, and appoint him his portion with the 
hypocrites ; there fliall be weeping and gnafh- 
ing of teeth.'* Matt. xxiv. 44 — 51. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER in. 
Rev. Sir, 

YOU have again changed the fubjeft : 
inftead of undertaking to prove that 
the do£trines I ufually preach are falfe and 
enthufiaftic ; inftead of advancing any thing 
in fupport of your other charge, tliat I am 
vighteous over much ; you now talk about 
income — about a clergyman's income — 
about an income which is neceifary to fup- 
^y port a man's dignity as a clergyman — about 
an income fufficient to place him between 
the 'fquire and the farmer : if inferior to 
that of the 'fquire, at leaft fuperior to that 
of the farmer. This you think neceffary for 
every clergyman to have, in order to fupport 
his dignity ; and therefore, if the care of 
one church will not fupply this, it is jufti^ 
fiable in him to undertake the care of two, 
three, or even four churches, in order to 
get it, if he cannot procure it without fcr- 
ving fo many. All this is quite new to me : 
I never read nor heard of it before. After 
this frank acknowledgement I truft you willt; 

indulge 
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indulge me with your candour, if, by what 
I write, I fhould too plainly difcover, that 
our ideas on this fubjeft are abfolutely irre- 
concileable. 

I think, that they who are called of God 
to the work of the miniftry, (hould truft to 
him for a maintenance ; not doubting but 
that, while they are engaged in his fervice, 
he will take care to provide for them; — that 
in his providence he will lead them to the 
place or charge where they Ihall exercife their 
miniftry ;• and that, feeing his will in their 
appointment, they fhould not remove from 
that charge to which he evidently led them ; 
nor accept of any other, unlefs they have 
good reafon to believe it is his will that 
they fliould accept it. Thefe notions I have 
entertained for many years ; have all along 
thought them juft and indifputable, and ac- 
cordingly have conftantly made them a rule 
for my own conduft ; but,- if what you ad- 
vance is true, I have hitherto judged very 
erroneoufly^ and probably to the very great 
detriment of my worldly interefts : for, if I 
had known it was right and necefliry, in 
order to get between the 'fquire and farmer, 
to add church to church, and living to li- 
ving, and had taken the fteps that are ufu- 
ally taken for fuch purpofes, I beileye t 
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Jbould, long before now, have made as good 
a figure in outward things, as raoft of my 
neighbours. 

The apoftles were all, without one excep- 
tion that I know of, poor men. Matthew 
W-as called, fitting at the receipt of cuftom. 
Jefus pafied by and faid, •' Follow me." His 
bufinefs was probably like that of a cuftom- 
houfe officer or excifeman : he, like one of 
them, did a great deal of work for aJittle 
money,' and perhaps, like one of them, had 
nothing but his place to fupport him. Yet, 
upon the call of Jefus, he immediately arofe 
and immediately followed him. Nor did he 
mention,* that I ever heard or read, a word 
about a maintenance, or -an income r^ecef- 
fary to fupport his dignity. Peter and An- 
drew his brother, James and John his bro- 
ther, were occupied as fi(hermen ; and the 
reft of the apoftles were alfo engaged in 
mean employm€i>ts, all endeavouring to get 
bread for the day, wlien Jefus called them. 
Notwithftanding, they immediately arofe, 
and without *hefitation forfook all that they 
had, and followed him. Nor did any one' 
of them, any more than Matthew, fpeak a 
word about an income, nor afk how they 
ihould be fupportcd, iior make any inquiry 
how they (hould be ^ble to get between the 
J Squire 
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^fquirc and the fanner. The power of God 
acGompanicjd the call of Jcfus. They felt 
their duty, their intereft, thdir privilege, and 
were enabled to leave all tlieir concerns with 
him. 

^ You will fay^ Is this an example for us ? 
I really think it is. If we are perfuaded 
that God has called us to the work of the 
tniniftry, and given us to obey his call, we 
can fcarcely doubt but that he will provide 
for us. It is abfurd to fuppofc that we are* 
called to declare the truth of God to others^ 
before we are acquainted with it ourfelves,- 
and are even converfant with the Scriptures. 
In tliem, we may fee that God has always 
provided for his fervants ; and fooner than 
they Ihoujd want, has often fapplied then& 
in a miraculoiK manner. - In them, we may 
fee that he has promifed to withhold no 
manner of thing that is good ; and to be 
with them always, even unto the end of the 
world : to be with them, helping them iw 
the work of the miniftry ; and to be with 
them; no doubt, fo as to provide all things 
fteceffary for their bodies. Every humane 
mafter thinks himfelf bound to provide for 
his fervant, and therefore provides for him ; 
and will God do lefs ? What, he who has 
faid that the labourer is wortliy of his hire? 
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Certainly not. He will always give enough, 
and in general, to fpare ; enough to anfwcr 
every reafonable purpofe for ourfelves, and 
fomething to fpare, that we may pccafio- 
nally adminifter to the neceffities of otliers. 
He may not give enough to gratify a fond- 
nefs for worldly cuftoms and fafhions, to 
enable us to keep pace with others, who arc 
evidently lovers of pleafure more than lovers 
of God ; but he will certainly give enough 
to fupply our real wants, fo that we may go 
on cheerfully in his fervice. Though the 
apoflles had no certain income, and were 
oppofed and perfecuted by thofe in power^ 
were they ever in want? Did they ever com- 
plain that they had not what was neceflary ? 
No. On the other hand, they acknowledged 
that they had enough. ** When I fent you?, 
iaid our Lord, without purfe, and fcrip, and 
(hoes, lacked ye any thing ? And they faids, 
Nothing." Luke xxii, 35. In like manner 
it has happened in every age of the church*. 
They who have moft faithfdly attended to 
the work of the miniftry, have generally been 
kept, by a rancorous oppofition, from ob- 
taining a (hare of the larger emoluments and 
honours of the church, yet they have never 
been in want ; and the hand of the Lord 
has been often feen in providing for them.. 

" Who 



or CHRISTIANITY. 4i 

" Who goeth a warfare any time at his 
own charges ?" I. Cor. ix. 7. He who is 
fent of God to preach the gofpel, is en- 
gaged in the fcrvice of God, and not in his 
own proper bufinefs. He afluredly, then, 
will not fufFer him to labour for nought. 
He will give him his wages, and provide for 
him in temporals. To God, then, he may- 
juftly and confidently look for a mainte- 
nance. He need not rob his matter of any 
of the time that Ihould be fpent in his fer- 
vice ; he need not take any fteps, or ufe any 
compliances, derogatory to the glory of God, 
and the credit of his office, in order to get a 
genteel livelihood ; nor entertain the Icaft 
care about being provided with all that is 
neceflary, and the moft proper for him, while 
he is faithfully engaged in his fervice. 

God afts in a fovereign manner, dividing 
to every one feverally as he pleafes. Yet he 
does all things well. He knows what mea- 
fure of the good things of this world is the 
beft for any of his fervants, and he will af- 
furedly give him that. A minifter, then, 
fhould not only look to God for a mainte- 
nance, but believe that what he receives is 
tlie moft proper for him ; that he can fulfil 
the duties of his ftation better with that, than 
he could witli any other. With thefe views, 

let 
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Jet his income b^ great or finall, he will fee it 
^s coming from God, as the provifion which 
his Lord and Ma{ler has ^latie for him, and 
iw^hich is certainly fuiEcient. He will be 
content with, and thankful for it^ and neither 
pile nor wifli for more. 

When.a Minifter thus jqdg^sandafts, he 
lionours God, by owning his dependence oa 
hkn, and fubmittipg to his fovereign will : 
bp .avoids all tlie anxiety which wiihes and 
ciiideavpvirs for a large income always bring 
Wih thcp : be is alfo more at liberty to be 
^^ilig^nt, and more likely to have his heart 
in hjs work* JBut if lie owns not God as a 
fpyjQreign Rul^r, and does not fubmit to him 
in his providential difpenfations : if, inftead 
pf thankfully receiving the provifion he 
grants, and being content with it,^ lie ima.- 
ginefi a greater is necef&ry, in order t© fup- 
port fqme fancied dignity^ bow* can he be 
eafy, have his heart in his employ, and ful- 
£1 his engagements.^ Siich an imagination 
will furely caufe difcontcnt, luke-warmnefs, 
Tiegligencc, He will be ready to murmur at 
God, repine at the outward profperity of 
©thers, and think he ferves an hard mat- 
ter. 

Having thus mentioned a little of what 
pccurred to me upon confidcring your letter, 

I will 
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I will now readily attend to what you more 
particularly. advance in it. 
. The moft remarkable of your aflertions, 
and to which I very flrongly objefl is, that 
it is nedeflary for every clergyman to have an 
incpipe fuffici^m to place him between the 
jiquKC aiid the farmery in ordsr to fupport 
his dignity; andithat, to procure this, he i* 
juftifiable in taking. upon himfelf the care of 
two, three> or even four churches. Upon 
this I would obferve, jn the firft place, that 
a clergyman cannot properly ferve feveral 
<:hvirches ; and that he cannot even under* 
take to ferve them, without violating his en- 
gagements, and in a great.meafure fruflrating 
the grand end for .which he was ordained. 

When a perfon is ordained, his appoint* 
ment is, in general, to a fingle curacy. I 
believe he cannot legally be appointed to 
more than one. And as the fatary allowed a 
curate is never large, he may think it nccef- 
fary to have the care of feveral, even of four 
churches, in order to have an income fufii* 
cient to fupport his dignity. Suppofing^ 
then, that he uiidertakes the care of four, 
how is he to ferve them ? You may anfwer^ 
he can ferve two in the morning, and two in 
the afternoon. But, at what hours ? The 
convenience of the people fhould certainly 
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be confulted, as the fervice is defigned prin- 
cipally for . their benefit. But is it poffible 
to perform the whole of the appointed fer- 
vice, and in a proper folemn manner, at two 
different churches in the morning,' and at 
two different churches in the afternoon ; and 
alfo, at times convenient for the feveral 
' congregations that fhould attend them ? Sup- 
pofing the churches are not more than two 
miles diftant from each other ; and in the 
country they are feldom fo near ; how can 
he properly attend them all ? You know 
that, in country parifhes, there are works 
of neceffity^to be doncj, in the morning, at 
|ioon, and again in the evening ; and which 
cannot be difpenCbd with. But upon this 
plan,* inflead gf being able to ferve them all 
at convenient times, you may fee, with a 
moment's confideration, that he would not 
be able to ferve one at a proper time ; for 
the times at which he would ferve them mufl 
evidently be, all of them, either too early, or 
too late, to be convenient for the people ; 
and more efpecially in the winter feafon. 

Suppofing he undertakes the care of only 
three ; yet two of them muft be ferved at im- 
proper times ; for he mufl: ferve two either in 
the morning or the afternoon ; and the two 
which he ferves in either part of the day, will 
be ferved the one too foon, and the other 

too 
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too late to be. convenient for the people ; 
and therefore, only one church out of three 
will be ferved at a convenient time ; and 
furely this is not to ferve three churches as 
they ought to be ferved. 
^ Suppofing h€ takes the tare of only two ; 
he will then, moft likely, ferve one of them 
in the forenoon and the other in the after- 
noon. But it is well known, that fervants 
in general, and many others, cannot conve- 
niently attend in the forenoon. Thefe thea 
can have the benefit of public fervice only 
once in a fortnight. And certainly this is 
too feldom for perfons to have the opportu- 
nity of worfliipping God in public, or to 
have tlie benefit of public inftruftion. Re- 
verence to God — refpeft to the inftitution of 
the fabbath— a fenfe of the backwardnefft of 
the heart to the beft things, and that multi- 
tudes are perilhing for lack of knowledge— 
and even a regard to his own character, 
ftiould prevail with a minifter to have fervice 
in his pariih church more than once on a 
Lord's day. 

We have hitherto reafoned upon a fuppofi- 
tion, that the legal fervice is only prayers 
and fermon, once a day, in each church ; 
but this is by no means the cafe. The fer- 
vice appointed by law is, prayers and fer- 
mon 
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mon in the morning, and^ prayers and cate- 
chxfing, or inflruflion in the afternoon, and 
that in every parifh. But how is this to be 
done, even if he undertakes the care of only 
two churches ? According to what we have 
already obferved, it cannot be. How then 
is it poffible for him to perform the legal 
duty, if he undertakes the charge of three 6r 
four different parifhes ? 

I am- aware that this is connived at, or 
difpenfed with, and that it is become a cuf- 
tom to omit piiayers and catechifing, or other 
inftruftion, the fecond part of the day, in 
moft parifhes in tli© kingdom ; birt I know 
not who ha« any atrtfiiotity to difpenfe with 
this ; and I believe that the inhabitants ^( 
every parifh can iniift on its being performed. 
I am fare it is neceffary. 

But another difficulty ftill remains. By 
what authority can he undertake the care of 
feveral churches, even if he could properly 
ferve them .? You may fay, if he can- agree 
with the incumbents of the feveral parifhes 
it will do. Such an agreement is made to 
do in many places, I believe, but it is not 
according to law. No man can legally officiate 
as a curate in any parifh, without a licence 
from the bifhop of his diocefe : and if he is 
licenfed to ferve one church, he cannot le« 

gaily 
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gaily officiate in' another, without another li-* 
cence. But this I never knew granted ; and I 
qucftion whether any diocefan has a power to 
grant it. But if it is ever done, I know not 
by what law, and am perfuaded that it is in- 
confident with the. fpirit of our eccleliaftical 
conftitution. 

The fame reafoning applies in the cafd of a 
difpenfation to hold two churches. Not to 
inquire now whether fuch a difpenfation is 
•warranted by the Word of God^ and the prac- 
tice of the primitive times ; I would juft ob- 
ferve, that a difpenfation to hold two churches 
does not give a difpenfation to o^it the 
whole, or any part of the duty, that was le- 
gally required to be performed in each of the 
churches, before the difpenfation Was granted^ 
But fince a perfon cannot ferve two churched 
in the manner required by law ; and as a 
difpenfation to hojd two churches does not 
give a right to omit any part of the fervice 
required by law, a perfon cannot ferve two 
churches properly, though he may have a 
difpenfation to hold them. 

From thefc confiderations, then, it W Evi- 
dent, that a clergyman cannot properly ferve 
feveral churches ; and that he cannot - evfsn 
undertake to ferve them without violating^ 
his folema promife^ and in a great meafure- 

fruf. 
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fruftrating the grand end for which be was. 
ordained. 

Confider now who afts with the moft 
propriety, and with the greateft probability 
of anfwering the grand end of the miniftry 
—■he who, content with his income, let it 
be great or fmall, has fervice in his church 
twice on the Lord's day, at times very con-: 
yenient for his pariihioners, and even opens 
his houfe in the evening to as many as chufe 
to attend him ; or he, who aiming at a large 
income, tofupport an imaginary dignity, un- 
dertakes more than he can well perform, and 
which he cannot even undertake without 
violating his moft folemn engagements ? But, 
what dignity in a Chriftian minifter is a large 
income neceffary to fupport ? I muft confefs 
I know not. I am fure many have fup* 
ported a proper dignity without one. I be* 
lieve the twelve apoftles had not an hundred 
pounds a-year to maintain them all ; and yet 
they well fupported their dignity. In like 
manner it has been in every age of the 
church. Many have fupported all the dig- 
nity that was neceffary, though they had not 
a large income. It is fo in the prefent day. 
And I doubt not but it would be found, 
upon inquiry, that few, with a large income, 
hav-c fupported the dignity of a Chriftian mi- 
nifter 
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5ii"ftcr fo well as very many have done, wh6 
have had only a fmall one. But you will 
fayi all this wants proof. I apprehend the 
truth of it will foon appear, if it is not al- 
ready evident, and perhaps too plainly. 

In order to determine this point, we may 
now inquire in what the proper dignity of a 
Chriftian miniifter confifts. . It confifls, no 
doubt, in the faithful, confcientious difcharge 
of his duty. He who has the cleareft views 
of <he importance of his office, and a£ts moft 
agreeably to thofe views, he beft fupports his 
-dignity. It is, indeed, a ^reat honour con- 
ferred on a man, to be appointed of God tp 
any employ : but he can fupport the dignity 
-of his appointment 'in no other manner, than 
in the faithful, confcientious performance of 
what God commands. Great honour was 
certainly put upon Jonah, when he was 
fent to preach repentance to the inhabitants 
of Nineveh. But when, through the fear of 
men, and cavilling at the difpenfations of 
the Moft High, he fled to Tarfhifli, inftead 
of going to Nineveh, he did not fuppart the 
dignity of a prophet, but proved Ivimfelf a 
rebel. But when, fenfible of his fin and 
folly, he humbled himfelf before God ; and, 
notwithftanding the dangers which attended 
a faithful difcharge of his duty, he went and 
D boldly 
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toldly declared, " Yet forty days and Nine* 
veh ihall be overthrown," — ^then he afted 
with, aiid fupported his dignity. The high 
prieft, who, in the time of St. Paul, neither 
believed nor walked according to the fpirit 
.of the religion he profeffed, <:ould not, with 
all the outward ornaments of his office, fup- 
f)ort his dignity. Even on the grand day ol" 
atonement, when he had a peculiar privilege 
above all the fons of men, to reprefent the 
fufFerings of Chrift, and the glory that (hould 
follow, every difcerning inward Jew could 
fee that fomething was wanting, to keep up 
his dignity and charafter, viz. an under- 
Handing of what he was about, a heart for 
his work, ahd a correfponding life and con- 
iverfation. On the other hand, though the 
;apoftIe had none of thefe admired, and, per- 
haps envied externals ; he kept up the dig- 
nity of his office, by faithfully difcharging 
the duties of it. He had not coftly robes to 
adorn his body-^^he had not a numerous reti- 
nue of fervants to Wait on him — ^he had ndt 
a large income to anfwer his great expences ; 
hut he had a fupremelove to Chrift and fouls; 
and therefore, ** He counted not bis life dear 
unto him, fo that he might finifli his courfe 
mtb joy, and the miniftry which lie had re- 

^iyod. 
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ceivcd of the Lord Jefas, to tcftify the Gof- 
pel of the Grace of God." Afts xx^ 2,4. 
You may fay, is not a large income ne- 
cefTary to keep him from contempt, and give 
weight to his miniftry ? Not that I know of. 
I^t his income be ever fo large, he will bb 
lightly efteemed by thinking men, if he does 
not attend to the duties of his ftation, and 
live accordingly* And, let his income be 
<ver fo fmall, he will have their regard, if 
they obferve in him a confiftency of conduft, 
fuitable to the nature of his office,. They 
who look only to outward things, may fome- 
times treat him with difreped, becaufe he 
has but little ; and judging of ^erfons ac- 
cording to their income, may at times treat 
others with refpeft, becaufe they have much ; 
but furely the opinion of fuch will neither 
add to, nor take from the real importance of 
any man. As to giving weight to his mi- 
niftry — if, by the exprellion, you mean fuc- 
•cefs ; this depends not in the leaft upon in- 
•come. I am perfuadedi that fewer perfons 
become real Chriftians, by the preaching o£ 
the moft exalted of the clergy, than by the 
•tniniftry of perfons who have not the twen- 
tieth part of their income. Succefs depends 
■neither upon income, knowledge, zeal, diJi- 
^eiKe, nor upon all thefe when united ; but 
D 2 folely 
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iblely upon the fovereign power of God. 
.Even a Paul may plant, and an Apollos 
may water, but God only can give an in- 
creafe. 

Look into the world, and fee whether 
thofe who have got between the Tquire and 
•the farmer, or above tliem both, have clearer 
views of the importance of their duty, or are 
more diligent and fuccefsful in the perfor- 
mance of it, than others. Is it not obferved, 
ja/QTi by the loweft of the people, that they 
who have the largeft incomes, are in gene- 
ral the leaft diligent, the leaft fuccefsful ? The 
words of the apoftle, *' We preach not our- 
felves," are applicable, in a fcnfe, to moft 
of thofe who have great preferment. Tlie 
work of the miniflry is generally committed 
to the care of others, who drudge through it 
for about the fixth, eighth^ or tenth part of 
the profits of the livings, and all the reft is 
employed in keeping up the dignity — not of 
^he Chriftian minifter, but of the little gen- 
tleman. If a miniftcr's heart is not in his 
work, what elfc can be expelled ? but when 
it is, a different conduA will aifuredly take 
place. Thefe things, which are notorious, 
are demonflrations that a large income is not 
lieceflary for a man, in order to fuppprt his 
dignity^ and give weight tp bis miniflry. If 
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bis heart is in his work, he will be fuffici- 
cntly diligent and zealous to preferve a con-» 
fiftency of charaffter, and in confequeivce, to 
command refpeft from thinking perfons ; 
and if it is not, affluence will not ftir him 
up to a faithful difcharge of his engagements, 
but rather draw his attention and afFe£tion 
to other things. 

When we fee a man laying a great llrefs 
upon obtaining a large income, in order, as 
he fays, to fupport an imaginary dignity, 
does he not give reafon to fear that his heart 
is fet more on the things.of this world, than 
it ought to be ; and to fufpeft that a defire 
to obtain this was his chief motive for en- 
tering into the miniftry? And if th^people, 
whom he ftatedly ferves, have fafpicions of 
this kind, how can he gain their efteem, or 
cxpeft their attention to his miniftrations ? 
if he fpeaks fincerely, is there not reafon 
alfo to fear that his heart deceives him, and 
that, tliough he knows it not, he is feeking 
a large income, for the fake of the convcni-^ 
ences it will procure, and not in order ta. 
fupport his dignity as a mmifter ? I cannot 
think that the man was moved by the Holy 
Ghoft, to take upon himfelf the work of the 
miniftry, who is not willing to truft all his 
temporal concerns with God^ I am fure 
D 3 that 
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that they who have been the moft zealous 
and fuccefsful in the work af the miniftry^ 
have evidenced no anxious regard about 
thetn. To have fuch an income as is fuffi- 
cient to command all the neceffarics of life, 
fo that a minifter may give himfelf wholly ta 
the duties of his ftation is, no doubt, agreea- 
ble ; and fuch a one the law pravides for 
all who officiate in facred things, fiut, 
for a man> fao be earneft after affluence, in 
order to fupport fomc fencicddigiiity^ dif- 
covers a diftruil o€ God^ a love of eafey 
and an ignorance of the impoitajtice of bi& 
office. 

We here fee through a glafs^ darkly, ar* 
prone to error, and often find reafbn to change 
our fentiments. Thh fhould: teach us to re^ 
ceive nothing as truth, without exaqpiination. 
Infallible authority declares *' that the heart is 
deceitful and defperately wicked." When wc 
£nd our inclinations are inconfiftent with our 
profeffions, we may be affured fomething is, 
. amifs. We ought immediately to fearch,, 
that we may difcover what it is, A wilful 
negleft in fuch a cafe is dangerous. In a^ 
little while it may be too late to foarch. Our 
difeafe, though difcovered, may admit of na 
remedy, 

Whca 
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When a miiiifter fitidi death at hand, 
and eternity openmg to his view, whaf 
muft he feel, if confcience (hall declare, that 
his chief luotive for taking upon himfelf the 
facred office was, to be able to live genteelly ; 
that he has laboured more for cafe and* 
affluence, than the glory of God and the 
good of fouls 1 He will then fee the folly 
and madnefs of his choice. The envied 
outward diftinfliions between man and mark 
will then be ftripped of their falfe glory, 
and feen in their true light. Trifles light 
as air. Nothing, under God, can then 
fupport a man, bat the confcioufnefs that 
he has chiefly laboured to fave his own 
fcul, and the fouls of thofe committed to^ 
his care. When he is called to give an 
account of his ftewardfhip, it will not be 
aflced whether his income was great or 
fmall ? but whether he aimed to difcharge 
his engagements ; not whether he laboured 
after a large income ? but whether he la- 
boured chiefly for God and fouls ? If 
this {hall not appear, how will he be 
able to lift up his head? Confcience 
will condemn — remorfe will torment him. 
— His mouth will be flopped ; and in a 
moment he will hear the irreverfible fen- 
D 4 tencc. 
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tfnce, " Caft ye the unprofitable fervant 
into outer darknefs." Matt. xxv. 30. 

Wc, Sir, are deeply interefted in thefc 
things. May wc lay them to heart. 

I am» ice. 
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JOB XIV. 4. 



Who can bring a clean thing out of an' un \ 
clean P ]Sot one. 

A S all praftice depends upon knowledge, 
it is impoffible for a man to aft aright, 
till he has a juft idea of his duty. la- 
the common affairs of life, we never expeft- 
a perfon fliould be able to do a thing, till he' 
has been taught how to do it. And to ren- 
der our inftruftions efFeftual, we firft en- 
deavour to ground him in the rudiments of 
what he is to learn. This method is cer- 
tainly not lefs neceflary to be obferved in mat- 
ters of religion. The principles of our duty 
muft be firft clearly proved, and fully efta- 
bliflied, or we may be dangcroufly miftaken 
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in what is of the utmoft confequence. As^ 
God created man, the duty of man to God 
originally proceeds from the relation he bears 
to him-^the relation of a creature to his 
Creator.* The knowledge, therefore, of his 
duty muft be founded in the knowledge of 
himfelf. He- muft be informed what he is 
by nature, before he can properly conduft 
himfelf to his Maker. If man is, by na- 
ture, innocent, dutiful, grateful to his Ma- 
ker, and delighting in Him above all things^ 
the duty required of him will certainly be dif- 
ferent from what it muft be, if he is, by na- 
ture, finfiil, difobedient, ungrateful to his 
Maker, and loving other things in preference 
to Him. Thus a parent looks for a different 
behaviour from an obedient fon, to what he 
does from a difobedient one. From the 
obedient fon be defires only a continuance 
of gratitude and love, as a proper return for 
his fatherly care and afFeSion ; but from the 
difobedient one, he expefts firft a defire to be 
reconciled to him, and a readinefs to feek a 
pardon for his offences. Now, man muft be^ 
by nature, either finful or innocent ; there 
is no intermediate, or third ftate. It muft^ 
therefore, be an inquiry of the utmoft im- 
portance, to know in which of them he is 
born : for unlefs he is fully perfuaded of 
I this, 
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this, whatever fcheme of religion he may 
embrace, as the truth of Gdd, he cannot be 
affured that it is the will of his Maker ; nor 
will it yield him any folid peace and fatis- 
faftion of mind. The only way for him to 
arrive at this knowledge is, to ftudy the Scrip- 
tures and himfelf ; to fearch what God has 
been pleafed to declare of this matter, and 
compare it witli what paflies in his heart and 
Kfe. Revelation implies the inability of man, 
to difcover what is neceffary for him to know 
concerning God and himfelf. It is defigned 
to be a " Lamp to his feet, and a light to 
his path." The Scriptures " are written for 
our learning." — to make men " wife unto 
falvation ;" and they are faid to err who 
know them not. But the mere reading of 
them, even with attention, will not anfwer 
the end. It is neceffary he fhould apply for 
the affiflance of God, who has promifed to 
give his Holy Spirit to them who afk. With- 
out this he can expeft no real benefit, and 
will, very probably, receive nothing as the 
truth of God, but what is agreeable to the 
notions he before entertained* of it, without 
examination. But afting thus, his inquiry 
cannot be fruitlefs ; it will affuredJy turn to 
fome good account ; for it is promifed, that 
they who feck fhallfind. If he fearches di- 
D6 ligently, 
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ligently, with prayer and perfcvcrancc, the 
knowledge he will gain, will richly repay all 
his labour. And tlie inaportance of it is fo 
great, that, in comparifon of tl^s, all the 
wifdom of the world is mere fooliftinefs. The 
Scriptures aflure us,^ that God made man up- 
right*^ that he formed him in his own 
image : " In the image of God created he 
him.*' Gen. i. 27. By the image of God 
is not meant any bodily fhape ; for as God 
is a being purely fpiritual, it is plain he ha» 
no fuch thing. But we are to underftand by 
it, the reprefentation of his mind, whichf 
confifts in perfeft knowledge, righteoufncfs^ 
and holinefts. St. Paul tells the Coloffians^ 
•• That they have put on the new man,.which 
is renewed i« knowledge, after the image of 
him that created him*" Colofil iii. 10. and 
informs the Epheiians, that they have been' 
taught to '* put on the new man, which af- 
ter God is created in rightcoufneis and true 
hoHnefs.'* Eplicf. iv. 2^. Adam, there- 
fore, was created in knowledge, hollneis, and 
righteoulncfs. His underftanding was clear 
and comprehenfive, fully acquainted with 
whatever it was neccflary for him to know. 
His will was fixed on that which was good, 
and his afiti^ions were upright, purc^ vnd 
holy. His heart was wann with tbe lore of 

God, 
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God^ and continually ready for praife and 
thankfgiving. His fituation was abundantly 
defirable. God had placed him there, where 
every thing exifted that was pleafant to the 
fight, or good for food, He had power, 
and it was unlimited. He was made lord of 
the uiliverfe ; every thing was put in fub* 
jefliion under his feet. The whole animal 
creation was taught to fubmit, to ft and in- 
awe of, and acknowledge him for their fove- 
reign. His inward tranquillity was aifo very 
great : he had no uneafy refleftions to ruffle 
and difcompofe him ; no anxious 'i^efire^ 
for the things of this^ life. On the contrary^ 
peace and content dwelt in his heart, accom- 
panied with an aflurance of the favour and 
love of his Maker. And before he had 
long enjoyed this proof of the loving-kindnefs* 
of the Moft High, in order to increafe his 
happinefs^ he had the precious gift of a 
companion, one of the fame mind with him- 
felf, dear to him by the neareft and.ftrongeft 
of ties; being ftefh of his flefh, and bone of 
his bone ;. and fo formed every way, by God, 
as to be an help meet for him. Moreover^ 
as if all this was not enough, he was per- 
mitted to hold communion with his Maker ; 
toconverfe witiaGod, as friend witli. friend. 
Yet his happinefs was- dependent, connefted 

witb 
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with obedience, and only one thing was foN 
bidden him by exprefs command.* *« Of 
Qvcry tree of the garden (faid the Almighty) 
tliou raayft freely eat ; but of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil thou ihalt not 
oat of it ; for in the day that thou eateft tliere- 
of thou (halt furely die." Gen. ii, i6, 17. 
In tliis happy ftate was Adam formed. He 
Il^d every thing that he could reafonably de- 
fire ; was lord of tiie univerfe, happ,y in him- 
felf, and happy in all about him ; had the 
free liberty of ufing every thing he faw, one 
only excepted. And farther, the conti- 
nuance, of all thefe bleffings depended upon 
his obedience, from which he had not the- 
leaft motive to depart ; and his difobedience 
would be attended with an eternal feparation ' 



• I exprefTed myfelf formerly, as if Adam's hap-- 
y»nefs was connected with his obedience to one fingle 
command, viz. to hi^ not eating of the forbidden 
fruit. This I now think inaccurate. As it was his 
duty to love the Lord his God with all his heart an 
witnallhis foul, independent of his covenant engage- 
ment in behalf of himfelf and his pofterity, if at any 
time his heart had deviated from God, a& his all in 
il, he would liave forfeited his own uerfonal hap- 
Tpinefs ; and therefore, I apprehend, tiiat as foon as 
he began to delire to eat of the forbidden fruit, ■ 
tj>ai be might be as Goci, knowing good and evil> 
he forfeited the favour of God, and incurred the pe- 
nalty of difobedience, though he did not involve his 
pofterity in any guilt, till he aftually eat pf ir. 

from 
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from God. Moreover, as an additionally^ 
conftraining motive to obedience, the hap« 
pinefs or mifery of all his pofterity depended 
upon it ; for he was a farety for all man- 
kind ; infomuch, that if Adam had been obe- 
Jient, the bleflings he then enjoyed would 
have been continued to them, never to be 
leflened in value, never to be taken away ; 
and if he difobeyed his Maker's command^ 
his difobedience w^s to be placed to their ac- 
count, as well as to his own ; and they were 
to be as obnoxious to punilhment, as if they 
bad perfonally broken the covenant. The 
penalty of which difobedience wa? not only 
a forfeiture of all thefe bleilings, but an ex- 
change of an happy eternal life,, for a mife- 
rable eternal deatli. 

The hiftory of Adam, as^ given by Mofes, 
furniihes us with no proof of, nor even with 
the leaft hint concerning fuch a covenant be- 
tween God and our firft parent ; but we may 
very eafily gather from the writings of St. 
Paul, that there muft have bcw»n fucb. — * 
•* By one man (faith the apoftlc) fin entered 
into the world,^ and death by fin, and fo death 
pafled upon all men, for that (or in whom) 
all have finned." Rom. v. 12. "Through 
the offence of one many be dead,'* ver. 15^ 
•* By the offence of one, ju<%aK»t came upon 

aU 
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srtl men to condemnation," vcr. i8. " Bjr 
one man's difobedience many were made 
finners," ver. 19. AU thefe pertinent paf- 
feges are to be found in one fingle chapter ; 
and when the occafion of them is confidered, 
cannot be fairly applied to any other fubjeft; 
but muft be admitted as proofs, that Adam's 
fin was placed to the account of his pofterity ; 
or, that he was a covenant head for all that 
fhould proceed from him. Adam, it muft 
be fuppofed, knew all this, yet, notwith- 
ftanding all thefe weighty motives to obe- 
dience, of gratitude to God, of preferving 
happinefs for himfelf and his pofterity, and 
avoiding the torments of a miferable eternity, 
he did wilfully eat of the forbidden fruit, he 
finned, he fell. The fatal efFefts of his fin 
were immediately felt in himfelf, have from 
that day to this been vifible among his 
wretched pofterity, and will continue to be 
fcen till time (hall be no more. 

Some have faucily expoftulated, " How . 
could Adain be criminal in gratifying that ap- 
petite, which his Maker gave him ? If it was 
not to be indulged, why was it given ? But, 
fuppofing he was to blame, how can we be 
concerned in this matter? how can his pof- 
terity be juftly chargeable with any thing he 
did ? We never gave our coufent. We had 

no 
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na cxiftence when it is imagined that thefo 
things paflcd.'* To fuch it. might be fuffi- 
cient to fay, God is not a man, that he (hould 
be obliged to point out the reafon and pro- 
priety of his conduft, in his dealings with 
others. He is a fovcreign God, but will 
ever do that which is right. This Ihould 
ftop the mouth of every one^ who acknow- 
ledges and profefles to reverence a Supreme 
Being. The point, however, is, whether 
God has revealed this matter ; that is, de-* 
clared that it is fo. In order, then, to know 
this, humbly fearch his Word, and look 
to him for inftruftion, and your cavils may 
be removed. To cavil at what he has re- 
vealed, is to fvippofc yourfelf wifer than the 
Almighty. It would be better to fubmit 
your belief to what he has condefcended to 
declare, than wantonly and impioufly to dif- 
pute the truth of it. This you muft do, if 
ever you would flee from the wrath to come ;. 
and this you will do, if, by his grace, you 
are enabled to fee your danger, and anxious 
to avoid being made a monument of his juf- 
tice. But to fcrious perfons, who defire 
to know more of this matter, I would ob- 
ferve, that this fin of Adam* was the greateft 
that could poflibly have been committed by 
man ;. the moft heinous in itfelf, and thai 

moft 
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«K>ft dreadful in its confeqiiencQs, It wasi 
ao inftance of bafe ingratitude. Adam knew 
lie feU that he was happy, beyqnd all th^t 
tongue could exprefs, or thoug-ht conceive^ 
He was, moreover, fenlibkr that all th«^ 
bleffings he enjoyed, were ffom God's fove- 
t'Cign bounty, unmerited, unalked. Duty 
ilien, gratitude, and every laudable motive,e 
loudly called on him to adhere to the will oi 
bis Maker, and to rejeft, with indignation, 
whatever might foHcit him to turn afide froip^ 
it. To eat then of the tree of knowledge oS 
good and evil, when he had the liberty ofi 
eating of every other tree in the garden ? 
antl of which tree God had faid, " Thqn 
fiialt not eat of it," was lightly ta ofteem thO" 
command of his Maker, and prefumptu^ 
•ufly to be guilty of bafe ingratitude*^ 

It was, moreover^ to difregard the threa- 
tenings of God» Adam could not afluredly 
l^now what it was to die; death being what,, 
perhaps, he had never feen. Or, if he had 
ffcen it, it could have beei> only in the cafo 
of mere animals ; and even this could havo 
given him but a faint, if any, idea of the 
agonizing pains attending tlie feparation of 
the body and foul in a rational being. Be- 
fides, fuch a view could convey to him no* 
thuig of what was meant by a lofs of the 
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Divine image in the foul, and: an everlafting 
ijbparatioa from God and happirieis, wliich 
were witliout doubt, comprehended in the 
fentence, " Tbotr Ihaltfurely die/' But he 
moft certainly knew, that the fame Being 
who made him happy, could deprive him of 
the hap|Mnefs he enjoyed* He knew, from 
tlie contemplation o£ his own exiftence, the 
endowments of bis body and mind, the ani^ 
mal. creation, the varioua wonders in beaveot 
and earth, that Uiere w;i& no limiting or re-* 
fifting the power of their common Creator. 
And as death was to be the punifhment of dil^ 
obedience, he could hot but imagine, that it 
would be fomething very dreadful. To eet^ 
therefore of tlie forbidden tree, was pre-* 
fumptuoufly to difrcgard the threatenings of 
tlie Almighty. It was to believe the tempter 
rather than God. His Creator had faid^ 
'* Thou fhalt not eat of the tree of know-* 
kdge of good and evil ; for- in the day that 
thou eateft thereof thou Ihalt furely .die.'*" 
Here was a plain declaration, accompanied 
with a peremptory threatening. After Adam 
had fufficient time to confider the mean-^ 
ing of thefe words, who uttered them,, the 
end for which tliey were fpoken, the dread** 
ful things they implied, and that multitudes 
befide& himfelf might bq involved in the 

evila^ 
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evils they held forth j the tempter, in thtf 
jferpent, a ftranger, made his appearance^ 
contradifted all this, and gave his God the 
lie. *' Ye (hall not furely die ; for God dotli 
know, that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes (hall be opened ; and ye fhall be 
as Gods, knowing good and evil." Gen. iii. 
4, 5. Such a declaration from the mouth of 
one of the brute creation, inftead of gaining- 
his ailent, fliould have filled him with hor* 
ror and indignation. But he believed the 
brute, and not his God. So that to eat o£ 
the forbidden tree, was to give credit to the 
tempter, of whom, till that fatal hour, he 
knew nothing, and to difbclieve his Maker, 
whofe goodnefs he had largely tafted, and 
whofe fidelity he had experienced ; and 
whom, therefore, in gratitude and reafon, 
he was bound to believe. It was to re- 
nounce his allegiance to his Maker, and aim 
to aft independent of him. , The tempter 
inflamed his defires with this daring lie, " In 
the day that thou eateft thereof, your eye* 
Ihall be open, and ye Ihall be as Gods, 
knowing good and evil. Your underftand- 
ing is now very limked^ confined within 
very narrow bounds,^ ia^comparifon of what 
it is capable of comprehending. You know 
only what is good 'r you are capable of under* 

ftandihg 
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Handing alfo what is evil. Your happincfs 
confifts in the knowledge of what is good. 
The happinefs of God confifts in knowing 
both good and evil. But if you eat of the 
fruit of this tree, your eyes will be opened, 
your underftanding will be enlarged, your 
happinefs greatly increafed. " You will be 
as God, knowing good and evil ;" as wife 
and as happy as He is. Yea, " God doth 
know this," and therefore forbids you the 
ufe of this tree, left you fhould equal him in 
wifdom and happinefs." Such an increafe of 
both feemed defirable. His ungrateful and 
ambitious heart was puffed up with the ex- 
peftation of arriving at a fuperior ftation to 
what he then enjoyed. And, in order to 
accomplifh this, he refufed to be guided by 
the will of God, broke through all the obli- 
gations of duty and gratitude, difregarded all 
confequences to himfelf and his pofterity, and 
did eat of the fatal tree. Thus he renounced 
his allegiance to his Maker, and aimed to 
a£t independent of him. It was to deprive 
God of the honour and worfhip due to him 
from the whole race of his pofterity. The 
.duty man owes to God is, a perfeft fubmif- 
iion to his will, without prefuming to in- 
quire, Why am I to aft thus ? It is fuffi- 
^ienti as ^ ground for aftion^ to know God 

has 
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has commanded It. And, therefore, fo far 
as we are fubmiflive to his will, upon this 
jirinciple, ^* God has commanded — thus 
faith the Lord." So far are we obedient to 
him, and no farther. When we know any- 
thing to be the will of God, and refufe to 
comply with it immediately, hefitating till 
we urfderftand, or have attempted to find 
o«t the reafon of it ; in that inftance we are 
guilty of rebellion againft him. The rea- 
ibn is plain. God made all things for his 
glory — he requires truth in the irfward parts. 
It is man's duty to love him with all his 
heart, and with all his foul — ^lie is taught to 
fay, in his addrefles to the Moft High, *• Thy 
will be* done." It therefore follows, that all 
that is within him fhould blefs and praife hits 
holy name, and without reluftance or hefita- 
tion obey him. This backward nefs of the 
heart to clofe immediately with the will of 
God is, however, feldom confidered as fin- 
ful. Man, on the other hand, can be re- 
lu&ant to, hefitate about, and deliberate con- 
cerning the propriety of what is revealed, 
and then wilfully refufe to comply with it, 
without thinking that he does much, or any 
thing amifs. But this backwardnefs of the 
iicart is, upon Soriptuns principles, a fin 
dgwinft God. And ^Vei^ fin :%ainft him, the 

leaft 
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leaft deviation from his will, is an offfeftcfc 
infinitely gffcater than can be committed 
againft any crieated being. This the Word 
of God ftrongly declares ; " If oi>e man fin- 
neth againft another, the judge Ihall judge 
him ; but if a man fins againft the Lord^ 
who ihall entreat for him ?" I. Sam. ii. 25. 
Hence we learn, that an dfFencc is to be efti- 
mated, by the dignity of the perfon offended; 
that the demetit of fin is not to be meafured 
by thfe idea tnan has 6f it, but by the dig- 
nity of God. If one man fins againft an- 
other, the judge fhall judge him. Satisfac- 
tion may be given, or the affair fettled at the 
rdifcretion of a third perfon. But if a mah 
^nis againft the Lord, who is ia being of in- 
finite dignity, how can he make up this mat- 
ter ? The offence is of infinite malignity ; 
the fatisfaftion, therefore, muft be of infi-p 
nite value. And how can he, who is a 
finite being, all whofe powers and facuki^ 
are limited, and the efFefh of which tnvlft, 
therefore, have their boUnds, make fatisfac- 
tion for sin infinite bfFence ? It is impoffi- 
ble ; fince nothing he can do fs of infinife 
value. But fin alienates the will from God. 
The will of Adain was turned frotti God as 
foon as he finned. And as the fin of Adain 
ti^as t)Ja€ed to theaccouhtof allhis j^efrity; 

for 
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for all in him finned ; the will of all his pof- 
tcritjr was turned from God. " Adam begat 
a fon in his own likcnefs, . after his image.*' 
Gen. V. 3. With a will turned from God. 
This was evident in the condu£t of Cain, 
his firft-born ; and is too plainly feen in all., 
till mercy interpofes, and caufes fome to dif- 
fer from others, " By making tliem a clean 
heart, and renewing a right fpirit within 
them." " There is none righteous, no not 
one. Tl>ey arc all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable, there is 
jione that doeth good, no not one." ." All 
have finned and come fliort of the glory of 
God." Rom. iii. By this one aft, then, 
Adam deprived God of the honour and wor- 
ihip due to him from the whole human race, 
iince he thereby alienated their wills from 
him. 

You may fee, then, the nature of Adam's 
tranfgreflion. It was an inftance of bafe in- 
gratitude to God — to difregard the threaten- 
ings of the Almighty — ^to believe the tempter 
in preference to his Maker — ^to renounce his 
allegiance, and aim to aft independent of the 
Divine will — and alfo to deprive God of 
the honour and worfhip due to him from the 
whole race of mankind. . Such was the na- 
ture of it i and if wc confidcr fomc of its ef- 

fefts. 
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k&s^ we may find that they were truly ^w- 
ful. It brought on the lofs of riie Divine 
image in the foul. The image of God, in 
jvhich Adam was created, confifted in know- 
ledge, righteoufnefs, and true holincfs ; ac- 
cordingly Adam was ignorant of nothing that 
it was neceflary for him to know, in order 
to difcharge the duties of that flation in 
which his Maker had placed him. Nor was 
there in his heart the leaft tendency to un- 
righteoufnefs, or unholinefs. Bat after his 
fall, how little did he retain of thefe heavenly 
graces ? How little did he know ? How 
foolifh his attempt to hide himfelf from the 
prefence of the Lord, among the trees of 
the garden ? What an ignorance of fpiritual 
things did he difcover, by endeavouringto 
conceal his body with fig-leaves, while he 
negleSed to feek a covering for the nakednefs 
of his foul? His original righteoufnefs, 
that perfeft equity which he once pradifed 
and delighted in, was gone. He knew that 
he had finned, had wilfully trahfgrefle4 the 
command of his Maker ; but inftead of ac- 
knowledging his guilt, . and Humbling him- 
felf before that God whom he had offended, 
he unjuftly endeavoured to transfer the blame 
of it to another perfon. " The woman whom 
tliou g&vcft to be with me, flie gave me of tliQ 
E tree. 
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tree, and I did eat." Gen. iii. 12. The 
prefence of the Almighty was formerly his 
delight, the joy of his foul ; and no wonder ; 
for ^^ in his prefence is life." But after he had 
finned, as foon as he heard the voice of the 
Lord God, he fled from him, and attempted 
1K> conceal himfelf. When commanded into 
his prefence, he indeed faid, to excufe his 
condud, *^ I was afraid, becaufe I was 
naked;" ver. 10. But if fin had not caufed 
an averfion to holinefs, he would not have 
fled from this holy God, whom he .lately 
found the fource of all his happinefs ; for, 
when made fenfible that his difobedience was 
known, that his guilt was difcovered, he ex- 
prefled not the leaft remorfe or fear for what 
he had done. 

The image of the tempter was introduced 
in his fouL He even diflembled with his 
Maker. •* I was afraid, faid he, becaufe I 
was naked, and I hid myfelf." This he 
knew was not the reafon. He knew he was 
naked before he heard the voice of the Lord 
God, but he did not attempt to hide himfelf, 
till he heard it. He knew that his flight was 
occafioned principally by an averfion to holi- 
Aefs. He had loft the relifh of communion 
with God. He defired not the knowledge, 
nor prefence of God, and tberefoxe he hid 

him* 
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himfelf. His ingratitude to God, and want 
of afFeSion to Eve, are evident, from his 
haughty and contemptuous language : *• The 
woman v\rhom thou gaveil to be with me, fhe 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat," ver. 1 2. 
She, for whom I aflced hot, whom thorn 
gaveft in expeftation that Ihe would prove 
an help for me ; ihe gave me of the tree, 
and thus caufed me to eat. His pride of 
heart is manifeft ; for, though convinced of 
violating the Divine command, atid fo of 
expofing«>himfelf to the efFefts of the Divine 
difpleafure, he neither fubmiffively owned 
his crime, nor once fued for imercy. 

It brought a curfe on the whole creation. 
When Adam had finned, the Lord faid unto 
him, ** Becaufe thou haft hearkened unto the 
voice of thy wife, and haft eaten of the tree 
of the which I commanded thee, faying. 
Thou fhalt not eat of it, curfed is the ground 
for thy fake ; in forrow Ihalt thou eat of it 
all the days of thy life,'* ver. 17. At the 
end of the fixth day, when God had finifhed 
the works of creation, " He looked upon 
every thing he had made, and behold it was 
very good.'* Gen. i. 31. The vegetable 
world was all pleafant to the eye, or good 
for food, and without any hurtful qualities. 
The animal creation was all fubmiffive to 
E 2 man. 
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man, a profitable fubjeft to difplay the wif- 
dom, power, and goodnefs of God ; and 
without any thing noxious in it. But how 
foon did the fine gold become dim ! Ever 
fince the fall, the earth has brought forth 
thorns and thiftles, qualified to give pain and 
fmart to man. A great part of the animal 
creation is in open hoftility to him, able to 
inflift on him, pain, torment, death. Un- 
der the law, whatfoever was touched by a 
dead body, or by what had the leprofy, was 
"unclean or polluted.. So the efp^ft of Adam's 
fin was not confined to himfelf, but extended 
even to the whole world ; info much, thajt 
every part of it is polluted in the fight of 
God. The ground on which he ftood was 
defiled by his fin ; the air which he breathed 
was tainted by it, and communicated a con- 
tagion to the whole creation. By it ** the 
creation was made fubjeft to vanity.'* Rom. 
viii, 20. And on this account, " The hea- 
vens and the earth which are now, are re- 
ferved unto fire." II. Pet. iii. 7. So that 
the whole creation, which "appears fo beau- 
tiful in our eyes, " groans under bondage," 
as the apoftle exprefles it, for Adam's tranf- 
greflion, and for his fin will be deftroyed. 

It brought a curfe, on all mankind. '•* By 
the difobedience of one (fays the apoftle) 

many 
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many were made finners ;" conftituted^ or 
legally adjudged to be finners. Rom.r v. 19. 
*' By the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation," ver. 18. 
" In Adam all die." I. Cor. xv. 22. Or, 
rather, " All in Adam, that is, all mankind, 
die," Not merely are fubjeft to death, as 
proceeding from him, but are condemned to 
death on account of his fin ; for, '* the 
wages of fin is death." Rom. vi, 23. and 
** Curfed is every one that continueth not in 
all things that are written in the book of the 
law to do them." Col. iii. 10. So that 
** fin hath reigned unto death," over all man- 
kind, as the penalty of difobedience. Nor 
was it poflible for our firft parent to have 
made fatisfaAion to the injured majefty of 
God. For what could he have done, which 
It was not his bounden duty to have done, 
provided he had never finned ? At beft, he 
could only have obeyed the law pcrfeftly for 
the reft of his life ; and 'this was his proper 
duty from the firft moment of his exiftence. 
But fuppofing he had done this, how could 
he have merited any thing ? how could he, 
by a future obedience, have atoned for paft 
difobedience ? Confidering the nature of 
God and man, fuch is the demerit of fin, 
that it cannot be atoned for by any created or 
£ 3 finite 
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finite being. Nor could he have avoided 
the dreadful punilhment of God's wrath and 
indignation, for there is no refiftrng his 
power. In this miferabk and helplcfe con- 
dition muft he and we, and all his pofterity, 
have continued, under the curfe of the law,, 
without a hope of deliverance, if God had 
wot, in infinite mercy, provided a faviour ta 
pay the penalty due to our difobcdience, and 
fet him forth for a propitiation for the re- 
Biiffion of fins, throrugh feith in his blood; 
And therefore the Scripture fays, ♦' When; 
^^e were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the deathof his Son." Rom. v. lO. Not by 
our repentance,, ouf future obedience* or any 
fatisfaftion we made to the Divine Majcfty, or 
any works of righteoufnefs which we had 
dojie, or engaged to do. No, fays the apof- 
tre, "When we were yet without llrength,'* 
bad no power to repent, make fatisfaftion to 
God for what we had done, or yield a pro- 
per obedience to him for the future ; wlien 
we had no po.wer to deliver ourfelves from the 
dreadful ilate into which our guilt had 
plunged us ; *' In due time Chrift died for 
the ungodly," ver. 6. ** He (God) made 
him (Chrift) to be fin (a fin-offering) for 
us.*' 11. Cor. V. 21. 

Frorai 
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From hence we may fee fomethiiig of the 
dreadful and infedious nature of fin ; how 
odious it is in the fight of God, and how 
determined he is to punifl) it. This one. 
fin of Adam deilroyed the Divine image in 
his foul — introduced the image of the tempter 
— brought a curfe on the creation, and on 
the whole race of mankind. Nor could he 
atone for, nor was it pofTible to beexpiated» 
Iliut by the death of the only-begotten Son of 
God. If we wcrD to confider thefe tbi^igs ia 
a proper mftuvnefi they would probably hav<( 
fbme good effe£k iipon us. If we f^rioufly 
lefle^d, that every fingle oStnce againil tho^ 
liOid ContraAs a heavier load of guilt than 
we can poffibly remove, we fhould not dare 
to ofiend him through carelcflhefs and wan* 
V>nnefSy much lefs wilfully, and in open de- 
fiance of his commands. All thofe things of 
which we may make light, as fabbatli-breaking, 
emiffion of reading the Scriptures, negled of 
private and public ordinances, and of train«- 
ing up our children* in the way they fhould 
go, would then appear, in fome meafure, as 
they are ; . not trivial ofFences, but dreadful 
violations of duty. We might then fee that 
we are alienated from the life of God, that, 
our fouls cleave unto the dufl, that we have 
00 defire to promote his glory, or our owi\ 
E 4 eter-* 
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eternal interefls. Hence alfo we may learn 
the extreme fe>lly and danger of thofe, 
who arc carelefs of their everlafting ftate ; 
©r, whorefufing to fubmit to the rightcouf- 
nefs of God, go abo\it to eftablifh a righteouf- 
nefs of their own. If one fin brought on fo- 
many dreadful effefts, what muft become of 
the carelefs finner, whofe life is one conti- 
nued fcene of rebellion againft the Moft 
High ? Where (hall the felf-righteoua ftand 
in the day of judgment, whofe beft adions, 
when compared with the demands of the law 
of God, are not only imperfeft, but finful ; 
and whofe confcience, if awake, condemns 
him for many tranfgreiBons of it? Thanks^ 
be to God, for his unfpeakable gift : that he 
has fo loved the world, as to give his only- 
begotten Son, that whofoeverbelieveth in hin^ 
fliould not perirti, but have everlafting life ; 
for if God fhould enter into judgment, and 
try us even by our beft works, in his fight 
fhould no flefh be juftified. We have, there- 
fore, abundant reafonto lie low before the Al- 
mighty, and thankfully adore him for his. 
wifdom and goodnefs, in contriving and fet- 
ting forth this wonderful way for finners to 
flee from the wrath to come, and be eter- 
nally happy. But let us carefully remember, 
that thcfc ineftimablc mercies are not fortho 

thought- 
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thoughtfefs and impenitent finner — are not 
for the hypocrite — are not for the forrnalift, 
who " draws near to God with his lips, but 
whofe heart is far from bim," — are not foB 
the prefumptuous profeffor, who indeed holds 
the truth, but holds it in unrighteoufnefs — are^ 
not for himy however finccre, who trufts to 
be faved, either wholly, or in part, by any 
works,^ any righteoufnefs of his own. They 
are only for him, who, by the grace of God 
has been enabled to fee he is a finner,- and 
fue for mercy v ta renounce all preteniions 
to merit in himfelf, and truft wholly for faU 
-ration to the Word of God, that there is 
fargivenefs with him, for the fake of the obe- 
dience unto death of Jefus Chrift ; and who* 
evidences the fincerity of his truft by a grate- 
ful obedience to his- commands, by ftudying 
to worlhip him in fpirit and in truth. For 
though Chrift came to feek and to fave that 
which was loft, and to give his life a ranfonv ' 
for many, yet unlefs we believe in the Son, 
with that faith which worketh by love, pu-' 
rifles the heai^t,. and overctMnes the world ; 
and which is infeparably connefted with a 
life of holinefs and rfghteoufnefs, the mer- 
cies of God will avail us nothing, his wrath* 
ftill abideth on us. 
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In the dfeadful day of judgment, whett 
the fecrets of all hearts ihali be dtfclofed, may 
we be found in the number of thoic happy 
perfons who thus believe I 
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DISCOURSE II, 

ON ORIGINAL SIN. 



JOB XIV. 4. 

fVho can bring a clean thing out of an unclean f 
Not one. 

TXTE may have feeti in fome meafure, the 
nature of Adam^s tranfgreflion, that it 
confided in ingratitude to God — in a difre- 
gard to his threatenings— in believing the 
tempter rather than his Maker — in with- 
drawing his allegiance, and endeavouring to 
aft independent of God — ^and in depriving 
him of the honour and wor(hip due to him 
from the whole race of mankind. We may 
have likewife feen fome of its awful elFeds* 
It deftroyed the Divine image in his foul— 
introduced the image of the tempter— brought 
a curfe on the creation, and on all his pof- 
terity; infomuch, tliat this fin is plaeed to 
their account ; that they arr involved in the 
guilt, and obnoxious to the piinrfhment due 
to it, equally the f^me as if they in their own 
perfons had committed it. 

1,6 '^^'^ 
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The doftrine of the imputation of Adam's 
fin to his pofterity, of their being confidered 
and treated as finnera, for the fake of his 
tranfgreffion^ has given offence to many. 
Some, ready to cavil at.ajl that God has re- 
vealed, rejeft it as ridiculo\is and abfurd, be* 
caufe they do not fee the propriety of it. 
But if all is to be rejefted, the propriety of 
which is not plain, oar belief muft be limited 
%aa very few articles. We fee many things 
s^bout us, to the propriety of which we are 
quite ftrangers ; but we do not, therefore, 
doubt of their exiftcnce. We behold many 
efFefts, the reality of which- we are ready to 
acknowledge, thougli Vfe ape ignorant of their 
caufes, and* are therefore abfolutely unable 
to afcertain the propriety between them. It 
can, therefore, be rUD juft reafon to reje£t any 
thing which God^has revealed^ becaufe we do 
not fee the propriety of it* 

Others, rather friendly to Revelatibn, re-- 
jeA it, becaufe they do not fee it explicitly 
declared in the Word of God : they fuppofe 
that whatever God defigncd ad ant- article of 
faith, he has declared (o plairJy, that every 
one of common fenle^ who fearches the 
Scriptures, muft fee it?. Tliat there is no 
cxprcfs mention of a» covenant between God 
and Adamy in which the pofterity of Adam 

ate 
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are included, we readily acknowledge ; but 
furely it does not follow that there was no 
fuch covenant. Many things in divine Writ 
are made out by deduftion, by analogy, o» 
comparing of Scripture with Scripture ; and 
this is one of them« In this manner St» 
Paul has- eftablifhed many truths, from the 
writings of the Old Teftament, which are^ 
by no means, expreflly mentioned in them. 
How, confiftently with equity and juftice, 
Adam^s pofterity were involved in his guilt> 
God has not condefcended to reveal unto 
iis, and therefore we may be unable to com^- 
prehend it ;. but the faft itfelf he has plamJy 
declared ; '^ In Adam all die.*^* I. Cor. xv. 
22. " By the offence of one [Adam] judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation. 
By one roan's difobedience many were made 
finners." Rom. v. 18,. 19. The meaning of 
thefe Scriptures is obvious ; and if we con»- 
lider the words according to their ufual lig- 
nification, we cannot evade it by any fab»- 
tleties whatever : they evidently contain thefe 
tilings. ** Adam finned ; by his offence all 
die : judgment came upon^ aH his poflerity 
to their condemnation." But if his pofle* 
rity are adjudged flnners, and condemned 
for his offence, the reafon is, becaufe his 
fin is placed to their account. It may he 

abovfr 
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above our power to evidence the propriety 
and juftice of the imputation of his iin to 
bis poftcrity ; but the raoft determined ene- 
mies of Revelation cannot prove it improper 
and unjuft. And this is an argument in its 
favour. For if man cannot explain or re- 
duce it to an abfurdity, it came originally 
from a Being of faculties fuperior to thofe 
of man : it is, therefore, wholly an article of 
faith, our aiTent to which is demanded by, 
and founded on the declaration of God in 
his Word ; and happy would it be for us, 
if we were as much affefted with the conii- 
deration of, as we are afiually interefted in 
it. But, inftead of denying that there ever 
was fuch a covenant, or intimating that if 
there was one, it was improper and unjuft, 
there is abundant reafon to blefs God for it, 
iince it was one of the greateft mercies that 
could have been bcftowed. 

It was a mercy to Adam as an individual ; 
for it was a grand fcheme, w«U calculated 
to deliver him from a ftate of probation, 
and make his condition unalterably fafe and 
happy. From his relation to God, as a 
creature to his Creator, he owed him a per- 
fed, uninterrupted obedience, in thought^ 
word, and deed ; and was liable to forfeit 
his prefent happlnefs, and incur tlie penality 
2 of 
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of difobedienccy fbould he offend in one 
lingle inftance. And» if he had continued 
happy by continuing obedient, for thoufands 
of yearsy he would ftill liave been liable, 
every moment, to forfeit his happinefs^ and 
become miferable for ever. For in the very 
moment of tranfgreiSon, the condemning 
fentence of the law v^ould have taken place^ 
configning him over to the everlafting 
difpleafure of the Moft High. How aw-* 
fully precarious then was his ftate ! un* 
fpeakably happy to-day, liable to be incon- 
ceivably miferable to-morrow, and to con« 
tinue fo for ever! But by God*s condefcendi> 
jng. to enter into covenant with him, a limit 
was fet to the term of his probation^ and if 
he had continued obedient to the end of 
that term, he would nccciTarily have been 
fecured in a ftate of happinefs, as the reward 
of his obedience to the covenant without a 
poilibility of felling from it. Upon the fame 
principle, it was alfo a mercy to his poftc* 
rity. For, iuppoling them to have bcctt 
born in a ftate of innocence, and every one 
of them hable to ftand or fal], to be happy 
or miferable, by his own conduft ; tliough 
each of them might have continued in a ftate 
of happineis for thoufands bf years, each of 
them continuing, dufing that period, in a 

ftate 
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ftatc of pcrfeft obedience, according to the 
tenor of the laW of revelation between a Crea- 
tor and his creatures ; yet, upoa the leaft 
deviation from that kvv,. each^ of all of 
tliem would have been miferable for ever, 
without a chance of berng reftored to the 
Divine favour, having juftly incurred the 
penalty of difobediencc to that law, which is 
eternal death. But confidering his pofterity 
as parties in his covenant with God, they 
were liable to be delivered from this awful^ 
uncertain, and dangerous fituation, and fe- 
cured in a ftatc of uiaciiangeablc happinefs 
for ever and evep^ . , . 

But, in order to eftablifb this important 
daftrine,. we may canfider more particularly 
feme of the effefts of Adam's fin, auid which 
fcem to be fuch proofs. of it as are undenia^- 
ble, and y&t fa plain, ^as to be level to the 
loweft capacities. One of tliefe is- the death 
q{ infants. Multittid«s .of« the humanr fpe«> 
•eies are cut off beforetbey. know the difference 
between good andcTil^ or are capable o£ bet- 
ing taught it. How ihalLwe account, for 
this ? Tlie apoftk: declares^. ** By one maa 
fin entered into the world, and jdeath by fin-; 
and fo death palled upon, all men; for tliat^ 
or in whom,, all have finnedi'^ Rom. v. 1 2^ 
Sq that none dxe» but on. accQunt of fia,; 

^ fO£ 
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" for the wages of fin is death." Rom. vi. 
23. Infants thei> die becaufe they are fin- 
ners. But they cannot be finners by any 
perfonal tranfgreffion of their own ; for they 
are incapable of it ; they know not what 
tranfgrcflion means. The reafon, therefore, 
why they die is, becaufe Adam's tranfgrcflion 
is imputed to them. Accordingly, the apof- 
tie declares, '* Death reigned from Adam to 
Mofes, even over them that had not finned 
after the fimilitude of Adam's tranfgreffion," 
Rom. V. 14. who had not finned as a cove- 
nant-head, and fo brought deftrudion on 
thofe who fhould proceed from them ^ who 
had not perfonally eaten of the forbidden f mi t, 
but who were condemned to death, becaufe 
the fin of Adam was placed to their account* 
It was proved, that Adam's finconfifted in 
ingratitude to God — ► in difregarding his 
threatenings— in believing the tempter rather 
than his Maker — in withdrawing his allegi- 
ance from God, and endeavouring to z€t in- 
dependent of him— -and in depriving him of 
the honour and worfliip due from the whole 
race of mankind. Now thefe things were 
not confined to him ; they arc more or lefs 
common to all his pofterity. All have the 
root of them intheir hearts, and difcover it 
by their praftice, till it plcafes a merciful 

God 
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God to give them to. know him, and Jefiw 
-Chrift whom he has fent. This may be 
tliought a heavy cliarge, and brought merely 
to fupport an opinion wholly void of truth. 
How heavy foever the charge may appear, 
perhaps nothing can be more eftiily proved to 
a confiderate mind. Favour me' with your 
attention while I undertake to prove it. 

Ingratitude was one part of Adam^s fin ; 
and with this his whole pofterity is poifoned. 
We are all penfioners an the bounty of God ; 
his goodnefs has followed us all our days i 
He giveth us, day by dAy^ our -d^ily bread* 
All the good things vft enjoy, the food we eaty 
the raiment we put on, tlie conveniencie$ 
and comforts of life, all proceed frooi bim ; 
for the earth is the Lord's, and the fulnefs 
thereof. What is more, to all they come 
unmerited, and to moft unalked for.- We 
may look no farther thaa to fecondary caufes, 
and afcribe them to the ai&ftance- of friends, 
to our own induftry, knowledge and prudent 
management. But who raifes up friends ? Is 
it not God, who has all hearts in his hands i 
Who beftows induftry, knowledge, or pru- 
dent management ? Is it not God ? He, 
then, is the Giver of every good and perfe£k 
gift ; the firft caufe, the firft Mover of all 
things. It would avail us nothing to plough 

and 
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and fow, or ufc the kbour of the hands, if 
God did not vouchfafe fruitful feafons, and 
thus give an increafe. The toil of met> 
would be in vain unlefs he condeicended to 
grant his blefUng. But what returns do we 
make ? Hear what he faid to his people of 
old : " The ox knowetli his owner, and the 
afs his mailer's crib ; but Ifrael doth not 
know, my people doth not confider." Ifa. i. 
3. The brute beafts are fenfible of, and 
grateful for what they receifve ; and all, m 
their refpcftive ftationsf proclaim the glory 
of their Maker. But man, though blefled 
with infinitely greater mercies, is unmindful 
of the hand which beflows them. Maa 
alone doth not confider, doth not make si 
fuitable return for the bleffings he enjoya 
A heavy charge this againft hiis profeffing 
people ! But is it not equally applicable to 
the bulk of mankind ? Who is lefs in their 
thoughts than the Almighty ? They can 
partake of his bounty and retire to repofe^ 
fatiated with his fulnefs, and yet unthankful 
for what they receive. They can rife from 
fleep, like the beaft from his lair, without 
one grateful acknowledgement to Him, who 
watched and protefted them in that defence- 
lefs ftate. Every vanity, every trifle, every 
profpeft of advantage or pteafure, is preferred 

to 



9s THE PRINCIPLES 

to God. There is fcarcely a creature, witli 
which they hold iiot more communion tharr 
with their Maker. If you deny this, fay, 
whence the vifibie indifference' to, not to 
fay hatred, of religious exercifes ? Whence 
the negleft of public worfhip, and the irre- 
verent Gonduft during the time of it ? What 
thanks has God for the fruits of the earth— 
for riches, health, ftrength, reafon, for the 
bleffings of his providence, and more efpe- 
cially, for the bleffinga of his grace? How 
arc communities governed ? — harvefts ended } 
— fabbaths fpent ? — time and other talents 
employed ? — to the glo^y of Him who gave 
them ? No. The good things of this life 
are, in general, ufed as weapons of rebellion 
againft him. You will in vain endeavour to 
palliate thefc charges. They are notorious^ 
and inconteftable proofs of man's ingratitude 
to God. 

AiK)ther part of his fin way, to difregard 
the threatenings of the Almiglny. " In! die 
day that thou eateft thereof thaix (halt furely 
die/' Gen.ii. 17. Yet .notwithftandhig what 
the Lord denounced, he did eat,, he finned,, 
he fell. WouM to God there was no reaforir 
to fay, in this we alfo imitate him I The 
Lord declares^ ^ he will' by no means clear 
tl>e guilty." Exod. xxxLv. 7. ** The foul 

tliat 
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tkatfinneth, it fhall die.'' £«ek. xviii» 4. 
*' The foul that doth o^ght prefuniptuoufly, 
the fame reproacheth the Lord, and that 
foul fhall be cut ofFfrom among his people.'* 
Numb. XV. 30. '* The wicked Aall be 
turned into hell." Pfalm ix. 17- *' Shall 
go into everlaftingpunifhtpent.". Matt, xxv, 
46. . " Prepared for. the devil and his angels.'^ 
ver. 41. "The Lord Jefas (hall.be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gofpel 
of our Lord Jefus CJhrift ; who (hall be pu- 
ni(hed with evcrlafting djeftruftion from the 
prefence of the Lord."'.II. Tlief. i. 8, 9, 
lOr Declarations thefe fuffiqiently awful, 
one would fuppofe, to awaken our fears, 
and keep them conftantly alarmed ; yet how 
little are they regarded ; they are made by the 
eternal God, whofe power there is no rclift- 
ijig, and who altereth not the thing that 
goeth out of their lip^ yet he is provoked 
every day by the wilful difobedience of mil- 
lions. He has fworn, and he cannot deny 
himfelf, that the wicked (hall not go unpu- 
iii(hed ; yet all manner of wickednefs is com- 
mitted with greedinefs. He has manifefl:ed 
his fixed determination to punifh linners, by 
viiiting with his judgment in all ages, many 

ofFea-" 
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offenders, by overthrowing cities, by dc-. 
ftroying a whole worid ; but ftill fin abounds. 
We hear of thcfe declarations and judgments 
fo often, that they are rooted in our memo- 
ries ; yet fo flight is their in>prcffion on our 
hearts, that a fordid gratification can fre- 
quently prevail with us to difregard the power 
of his wrath ; can prevail with us wilfully 
and prefumptuoufly to offend him, though 
we know not but that, in the next moment, 
vengeance may hurry us into cverlafting 
torments. 

It was a ipart of Adam's fin to believe the 
tempter rather than bis Maker. And this 
runs through the whole race of mankind, till 
mercy interpofes. The tempter is in Scrip- 
ture called " the god of this world.'* II. Cor.' 
iv. 4. And becaufe the World and all its 
pleafures are, by Divine permiffion, under 
the government of this his irreconcileabic 
enemy, the friendlhip of the World is faid 
to be ** enmity with God,** Jam. iv. 4. We 
may now apply fliis : God, in his word, has 
faid, " Love not the world; neither the 
things that are in the world ;*' that is, in 
preference to him. " If any man loves the 
world,'* more than God, *• the love of the 
Father is not in him.** I. John ii. 15. His 
enemy fets before us the pleafures, honours, 
and riches of tlie world, faying,.^ he once 

did 
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^id to our Saviour, " All thefe things will I 
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worXhip 
me ;" if you will difregard the Moft High, 
and take tliefe for your chief good. Whom 
now do we believe? Inftead of Xhunning 
them, as baits laid to enfnare our afFedions, 
to alienate our hearts from God, and ruitt 
our fouls, do we not purfue and pant aftef 
tiiem, as alone able to make us happy? Do 
we not court every novelty, and catch at 
every trifle, how ridiculous foever, if it is 
ftamped with the name of fafhion or plea- 
fure ? We too plainly Ihcw whom we believe, 
and to wl>om we give the preference. Nor 
do we lefs avoid the honours of the world. 
Look among the great, and fee how eagerly 
and anxioufly diftinftions are fought for.—— 
What pains are taken to gain a title or a 
garter, though they can give no more of fo- 
lid happinefs than a child*s rattle ? Yet for 
thefe will many fubmit to the moft defpicable 
meannefs, and even part with fubftance, 
time, reputation, confcience. You can fcarcc 
meet a man in o&ccy who is not proud of it } 
and by the lower fort efpecially, how readily 
is refpeft paid to thofe in power, even to 
fuch as have nothing elfe to recommctid them? 
" Inftead of defpifing the riches of the world, 
poverty appears fo deformed and alarming/ 

that 
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that we fliun it as the greateft evil. More 
pains are in general taken to get a good 
eftate, than a good confcience. The rich 
man, with little more fenfe than the wild 
afs's colt, Ihall receive our refpeft and ad- 
miration, while we overlook even great abili- 
ties, if joined with poverty. And though 
our Lord fays, " If ye thus have refpeft of 
perfons, are ye not judges of evil thoughts? 
Jam. chap. ii. How few, in coraparifon, be- 
lieve him. How ready are we to imagine, 
that we may fet our affedions on the things 
of the world, and comply with its cufloms 
and fafliions, and yet be good Chriftians, 
in the road that leadeth to everlafting life ? 
It is not uncommon to fee a man, who has 
already more than enough to maintain his 
family with decency and refpeft, anxioufly 
labouring after the things of this world ; en- 
deavouring to add houfe to houfe, field to 
field, eflate to eftate, and not once think his 
eternal falvation is endangered by this prac- 
tice. Thoufands, who fpend their lives in 
a round of pleafure, if they abftain from 
thofe grofs fins which the world agrees to con- 
demn, think all will go well at laft ; that 
everlafting happinefs, by the mercy of God, 
will afluredly be their portion. And how 
common is it to find a perfon, who confumes 

his 



OF CHRISTIANITY. gj 

Iris days in the purfult of worldly diftinftions, 
value himfelf upon his moral charafter, and 
think it impoffibie that be ihould perifli eter^ 
nally? Our Saviour (ays, ** Seek ye firft the. 
kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs, and 
all thofe tilings," all temporal good things^ 
that are really neceflary for yout prefent fub- 
fiftence ** ihall be added unto you/' Matt. vi« 
33. Do we believe him? If our pnijflice 
is to furnifli us widi an anfwfer, we muft 
fay, No. We rather take the liberty to re- 
verfe his advice. ^^ Seek firft the things of this 
world, and. the kingdom of" God and his 
rightedufnefs ihali be added unto you. Boldly 
purfue them as your chief good, and never 
entertain a thought, that by fo doing, you 
(hall hazard the difpleafure of your Maker. 
For, is it not commanded us to provide 
for our families ? and are not the mercies of 
God infinite ? It is abfurd, then, to fup- 
pofc that he will punifli any perfon with 
eternal torments." In this manner do we 
think of things temporal and eternal. Such 
is the language of our hearts concerning 
them, and agreeable to this is our conduft. 

Adam finned by withdrawing his allegi- 
ance from God, and afting independent of 
him. Is not tliis our cafe ? When a King 
cnafts juft and equal laws, and whidi evi- 
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gently letidl to the good of his fabjefls, he 
expels thac thcf (hoxiU readily and cheer*- 
fully obey him. Tbk lit looks upon as the 
proper teft of their ai^giance ; and^ indeed^ 
ivithout thisi no .profeflions of refpe£ts and 
Tjeverence to bus perfon and fkmily will prove 
tliem friei^is to bis governaient. But if re- 
fuiing to ;nak£ theie the nile of their conduAy 
tbey generally ^ as if no fuch lasrs had ever 
been made« he juftly confiders them as dif«- 
afTefted to hk auiliotity^ There is an un* 
sjterable iduty we owe to God^ arifii^ from 
tiie relation of Irrational creatine to his Crea^ 
(tor. This isy by many« called the law of 
nature^ and is fuppo&d to be written in the 
heart of every nun^ Without flopping to 
confider tlus very difputable opinion, we 
may obferve, that this law, which coniifts 
chiefly in loving the Lord our God with all 
our fouls, God has enforced by a revelation 
of his will in the Scriptures. If ihen we are 
faithful (iibjeds, this is the rule of our con* 
£^ ; by this we govern our thoughts and 
aAions^ But, alas ! who in comparifon can 
be found, who thinks and a&s according to 
this rule ? In general, we do not feem to 
fee the neceffity of it ; we can fufier days, 
weeks^ and months to pais away, without 
oj[>enin|; thi$ bklled book, in order to con- 

fult 
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fait the oracles of God- And when wc read 
or hear the commands <:oi>tained in it, can 
refufe to obey them, without any hefitation, 
if they thwart our inclinations ; can diipute 
their truth and authority^ if they do not cx- 
aAly agree with the opinions we have already 
entertained, and embraced without proper 
•examination. Whstt now as this, but to 
make eur own will the rule of our conduft, 
to withdraw our allegiance from God, and 
endeavour to aft independent of liim? If we 
were to inform our Sovereign that his laws 
were not good, for they laid a reftraint upon 
our inclinations ; that they were not founded 
in equity, for they did not entirely corrcfpond 
with our ideas of right and wrong, and that 
therefore we would not obey them — that wc 
were determined to confider ourfelves no far- 
ther concerned with them, tlwn they allowed 
us the liberty of a£ling according to our own 
humour; would he not juftly efteem us de- 
ipifers of his authority, rebels and traitors to 
Iiis government? Moft certainly he would. 
We cannot, then, be undeferving the fame 
characters, while we treat, in the fame man- 
ner, the glorious Majefty of Heaven and 
Earth. 

The other part of Adam's fin was to de- 
prive God of the worfiiip due to him from 
F z "^^ 
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the whole race of mankind. In this we 
likewife imitate him. We have the fame 
principle within, and it difcovers itfelf in a 
fimilar pradlice. You will, perhaps, fay, 
how can this be? I anfwer; tlie worfhip due 
to God confifts in an univerfal fubmiffion to 
his will, and a grateful acknowledgement of 
bis mercies, in the ways of his own appoint- 
ment. Now of this worfhip we deprive him, 
when we refufe to perform it ourfelves, or, 
what in us lies^ hinder others from perform- 
ing it. That we naturally refufe to perform 
k ourfelves is an indifputable truth, and too 
plain «ven to be denied* For the Scriptures 
declare^ ''the carnal mind (whi<^h is the 
mind of all men by nature) is enmity 
againft God!'* Rom. viii. 7. And furely 
we are not willing to do what we hate. Our 
pra£lice is agreeable to this principle ; we neg- 
}c& to hold communion with him in our 
clofet^ ; we do not worfliip him in our fa- 
milies; and we keep from his public ordi- 
nances as often as we plcafe. Private de- 
votion is generally confidcred as wholly uq- 
ncceffary. Family worfhip is treated as a 
proof of being righteous over much. And 
public ordinances are ufed to gratify curiofity, 
to keep up a little outward decency, or deftroy 
/omc time whipU hangs hcavj.on opr hands. 

That 
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Tliat we would hinder others from' worfhip* 
ping God, is evident from innumerable fads^. 
No iboner does a perfon enter upon a life 
of ferioufnefs, than we are ap€ to imagine 
lie is beiide himfeif; and from our great 
regard to his cha^after and heft intercfts, 
would fain perfuade him to lay affide his 
Bible, and g:/e up all arts of devotion, as 
the only way for him to recover his fenfesv 
If this has not the deiired effefts, we endea- 
vour to laugh him out of his ftrange enthu- 
fiaftic notions. And, if this wiil not do, 
perfecutiom in one fhape or other generally 
follows: he is mifreprefented, treated with 
difrefpe£)r^ ill-nature, and perhaps with vio- 
lence. If this method does not fucceed, we 
generally brand him with opprobrious dif- 
tin£tions, and load him with marks of infa* 
Biy; fully verifying the declaration of the 
Apoftle, " As then, he that was born after 
the flefli, perfecuted him that was born after 
the Spirit, everr fb is it now." Galat. iv. 29. 
Many fall into this inare, and are prevailed 
on to lay afide a religious life, which they 
feemed hopefully to have began, unable to 
bear the fcofF of the libertine, the banter of 
the thoughtlefs, or the fneer of the formalift ; 
not confidering that awful declaration of 
©ur Saviour, " Whofoever is afhamed of me 
F 3 "'ixA, 
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and n^ words^ in this aduJterou» and iinfu{ 
generation; of him ftiall the Son of man be 
afliamed, when be cometh in the glory of 
his Father^ with the holy angels." Mark viii^ 
38. Thefc are notorious fafts — tliere arc 
thofe among us who allow themfelves in fuQh 
praftices. Let me prevail with you feri- 
oufly to coniider what you are doing; the 
oppofition you make is not to man but 
God ; it does not proceed from a diilike to 
fome particular perfons or doftrines, confi» 
dered in themfelves^ but from an enmity to 
that which is good. ^' He that defpifeth 
youy defpritth me; and he that defprfeth me-^ 
defpifeth him that fent me." Luke x. i6. 
You will not give God the honour due unto 
his name, but will, to the utmoft of your 
power, prevent others from giving it. Rc- 
fleft on your conduft to your own fon — to 
him in whofe welfare your happinefs wa»^ 
once centered— to him. for wliofe improve- 
ment no expencc was thought too great*. 
With what tranfport did you confider him> 
while he advantageoufly added knowledge to 
knowledge? How did it warm your affec- 
tions to refleft, that education, and the love 
of charafter, had preferved him from the 
grofler pollutions of the world ? Who then, 
in your opinion, was, for his years,, more 

wife^ 
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mCCf more religioiis ? Buti why this cKange 
in your conduA? why this pcrfecution?" 
Becaufe he fees that the form of godlinefs 
avails nothing-^-^hat the power of it muft 
reign in the heart— -^that^ notwithilanding his 
various attainments, be is a fool, being def- 
titute of that kifowledge which alone can 
make bim wife unto falvation. He fees 
fomething of the holinefs and fpirituality of 
the law of God, that it is exceeding broad-— 
that he has tranfgrefled, and is condemned 
by it-— that he is a depraved, fallen creature. 
He fees the imperfeAion of his obedience*, 
that ** all his righteoufnefs is as filthy rags,*' 
a:nd a necefSty of an intereft in a better 
righteoufnefs than his own. He fees the 
iinfulnefs of •^ drawing nigh unto God with 
his lips, while the heart is far from him," and 
therefore would ** worfhip him in fpirit and 
in truth, through fiiith in the blood of Jefus, 
who gave his life a ranfom for many; and 
by whofe obedience many Ihall be made 
righteous." On this account, this favourite 
16 funk in your efteem. Once it was your 
ftudy to pleafe him — your endeavours even 
anticipated his deiires. Now, his earneft en- 
treaties cannot prevail for an hour's uninter- 
rupted retirement, to hold communion with 
bis Maker. He, at the light of whom your 

i F 4 \^KVL\. 
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heart ufed to leap for joy, is now loathfome 
to you. Blulh then at your averfion to ho- 
linefs, when the Jeaft glimpfe of it in your 
own fon can make you a monfter to him. 
If ever God (hall open your eyes, and give 
you to confider, the remembrance of this 
conduft will pierce your heart with many 
forrows ; and if that mercy is not vouch- 
lafed you in this life, our Saviour has already 
pronounced your doom; " Whofoever IhaH 
offend one of thefe little ones (that truft in 
xne) it were better for him that a miU-ftone 
were hanged about his neck, and he himfelf 
cafl: into the midft of the fea." By the lin 
of Adam, the ima^ge of God, in which he 
was created, and which confifted in know- 
ledge:,, righteoufnefs, and true holinefs, was 
deftroyed in his foul, and the image of tlie 
tempter introduced. With regard to this, 
that which was thrcateii»ed was literally ac- 
compliflied, " In the day that thou eateft 
thereof thou (halt furely die.'* Gen. ii. 17. 
Accordingly, hi& whole pofterity come into the 
world deilitute of this divine image. By 
Nature we are wholly ignorant of God; noff 
can we poflibly knaw any thing of him withr 
out inftrudtion or revelation. Without re?- 
velation, we can at firft have no knowledge 
but by the help of our fenfqsLj ajid.:fpiTit4ial 

tl%infis. 
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^ings are not the objeSs^ of them; Wc 
ean neither fee, hear, feel, fmell, nor talle 
them ; we may indeed hear of them; but that 
fuppofes the inftruftion- of another, the aliif^ 
tance of revelation. And even what w^ 
bear, we cannot poffibly uuderftandi till we 
have been taughr the language in which our 
Iiiftruftor fpeaks, A"s therefore GoA is a 
fpirit, we cannot poffibly know any tiling of 
him, but by revelation. " The world by 
wifdom knew not God ;•' I. Cor. i. 2 1. *' The 
natural man rec^iveth' not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolifhnefs unto 
him; neither can he know them, becaufc 
tiiey are fpiritually difcerned." I* Cor. ii. 14. 
In what age did that man live, who^^ 
merely by contemplating the works of crea- 
tion; was enabled to difcover the being and* 
attributes^ of Grod? What were the wifeft 
Heathens able to learn of this glorious Be-- 
ing?' With- all their boafted wifdom they 
continued ignorant of himi With the ut«- 
moft efforts of human reafon, the affiftance^ 
of tradition, and the advantage of their opiv 
nions, who had^ gone before them Mn this- 
inquiry^ they could notfearch out the AU 
mighty^ Some few of them, . indeed, by 
oonvcrfing' with pcrfon% 'wVio Vv^'ii Sa^^ ^^s^ 
ifcard. the oracles of God, o\aw\»^ ^^^' ^^*^ 
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tion of one fupreme Being; but who, or 
what he was, they were by no means able 
to difcover. " What is the Almighty that 
we fhould ferve him ? and what profit fhould 
we havey if we pray unto him?'* Job xxi. 
15. " Who is the Lord that I Ihould obey 
his voice — I know not the Lord ?" Exodur 
V. 2. The religion of the world in general, 
for near four thoufand years, was no better 
than the worlhip of ftocks and ftones, of men 
and devils. Belihazzar and his princes and 
nobles ** praifed the gods of gold, and of fil- 
ver, of brafs, of iron,, of wood, and of ftone.'* 
Dan. V. 4. The people of Aihdod were 
fo fottiflily ignorant, that, tliough their 
idol £)agon had fallen down twice before the 
ark of the Lord, and *' the head ef Dagon^ 
and both the pahns of his hands were cut off 
upon the thrclhold, and only the ftump of 
Dagon was left to him,'* L Sam. v. 4, yet 
they fet it up again in its former place, and 
worfliipped it as their god. What an ac« 
count does the prophet Ifaiah give of man's 
fottifli ignorance of divine things. **^He 
planteth an ark, and the rain doth nourilh 
■it. Then fhall it be for a man to burn ; 
for he will take thereof and warm bimfelf ; 
yesL, he Jtindleth it and takttK bread ; yea, 
hcmaketh a god, and v^oxftu^^xivw, \«. 
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maketh it a graven image, and falleth dowit 
thereto. He burneth part thereof in the 
fire ; with part thereof he cateth flelh ; he 
roafteth roaft, and is fatisfied ; yea, he 
warmeth himfelf and faith, Aha, I am warm, 
I have feen the fire. And the refiduc 
thereof he maketh a god, even his graven 
image ; he falleth down unto it, and wor- 
fhippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and faith, 
Deliver me, for thou art my god.'* Ifaiah 
xliv. 14, 1*7. And even fince the Lord has 
been pleafed to make known the fulleft re- 
relation of his will, how ready are we to 
form ideas of it, which are inconfiftent with 
what he has declared. Inflead of acknow- 
ledging a perfcft harmony among all his 
attributes, we endeavour to deftroy it— *to 
exalt one of them at the expence of another 
—to magnify his mercy, while we rob him 
of his juftice. This is too plainly attefted 
by fome faftiionable fchemes of divinity of 
the prefent day, in which the way of accep- 
tance, or reconciliation with God, are ftatcd 
in a manner totally irreconcilable with the 
fcriptural account of his juftice, how ho- 
nourable foever it may feeiii to be to his 
mercy. Inftead of rightcoufnefs, which con- 
fifts in the conftant lo\^ ^wi ^^-aKx^^ ^^ 
equity; a principle ot fc\^\\\^^'5. ^\^^^'^\- 
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satesin.tfae whole race of mankind. Every. 
one is, by Nature, biaiTed to his own in^ 
terefts, and inclined to make his own hape 
pinefs the end of his purfaits; and accordr- 
ingly« he laboxn;s to promote his own intereft 
and happinefs, more than the. intereft and 
happinefs of others. . In fome, this principle.k . 
more ftrpng,than. it.is in others, batthe effefts : 
of it are, more or lefs, evident. in all. Who. 
finds a heart fo. enlarged to mankind,, that he 
does,, and loves, to do unto all, without a. 
iingle exception,, ajs much as. he wiflies each., 
individual fhould. do toihim. in firailar cii>- 
cumftanceSrL Many. may. boaftof their ior 
tegrityin, their denlings- with * others;, but.is. 
it! always frpm. a* love of righteoufnefs^?- 
Would they never take the advantage of 
others, if tliey were fure they fhould. not he 
deteftcd? But farther, if our. conduft tc- 
wards our. neighbour has the appearance of 
uprightnefs, who. renders, unta God tlve 
things that are God's ?— gives him his heart? 
— fubmits^ ta hi& will in all, things ?-^afts: 
conftantly. with a. view to. his gloryi Alas ! 
the bulk of mankind, never thuik of this as . 
their bounden duty,. much lefs do theypej> 
form it I; may, fay>. without stny fear of 
die contrzvy. being, proved^ tl\2it. uot one 
ejt^MVQurs . to a£l: iu this mawwx* >N\^\\o\iX ^^^^5i 
i^itcrpoCitiovi of a Biv'mc ^ovjei-, ;m^x^^xv. 
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fcids that in every dvOy he falla^ fhort,. that 
tiiece is iniquily in bis beft perfprmances. 
Inftead of loving. holtnefS). " every imagina- 
^on of the thoughts jof man's heart is only 
evil conlinuallju" Gen^ vi. 5. " The ima- 
gination o£ man's heart is evil from his 
youth," Gen., viii. 2 1. tending to what is 
inconfiftent with, the will of God.. And 
when, we hear the true charaAer of God, 
tlie language of the hearte to bim is^ ^^ depar 
from US; for wc defire not the kiiowledge of 
tliy ways." Job xx'u 14;. We are told, 
" the devil ist a liar^ and the father of itJ* 
John viii. 44.. And the fame word of truth 
declares of the fons of Adam,. ** they go 
aftray, as foon as they be born^ Ipeaking 
lies." Pfalm Iviii* 3, From the firft dawn 
of reafon,. their corrupt nature breaks forth 
in iinful pjaf^ices, in contradidion and op- 
pojlition to the will of God. The pronenefs 
to the evil of lying, in the moft literal fenfe, 
is particularly evident in thofe, who, net 
r^eftrained by authority and advice,, give a 
iDofe to tlieir pailipns and inclinationsv; and 
the reft are fo far from being altogether free 
from it> that civility and complaifance 
(which as ufuaUy managed, are only a more 
refined fpecies of lying.) are aa cffevvVAl ^^\^ 
«f a. jpolite education* 
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Pride, another part of his charader, is 
•tindeniably in the heart of man. We natu- 
rally think of onrfelves more highly than we 
ought to think ; and, difcontent^d with what 
we have, defire a ftation fuperior to that 
which Providence has allotted us.' ** Whence 
come wars and fightings among you ?" faith 
the apoftle. James iv. i. The wife maa 
anfwers, ** only by pride cometh conten- 
Uon." Prov. xiii. lO. How ready are we 
to receive an affront ! how backward to 
own we are wrong, when we have afted im- 
properly to others ! we are wife in our own 
conceit, and lean to our own underflanding 
as a fufBcient guide, though ignorant of, 
and utterly unable to attain, by ourfelve^,, 
that wifdom which aloiijc is profitable to 
direfl:. " Vain man would be wife, though 
man be born like a wild afs*s colt." Job xi.- 
12. And even when we get a notion that 
we are tranfgreffors, (though redemption is 
held out to us freely, without money, and 
without price) " we go about to eflablifh a 
righteoufnefs of our own, and will not fub- 
mit to the righteoufnefs which is of God/* 
Rom. X. 3. And therefore, when the gof- 
pel comes with power, it is employed in 
*' cafting down imaginations, and every high 
tliought that exalteth itfeif againft the kiK>v^-, 
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ledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of ehrift." 
II. Cor. X. 5- . 

We may have fcen the nature of Adam!s 
fin, that it confifted in ingratitude to God- 
in difregarding his threatenings — in believing 
the tempter in preference to his Maker — in 
renouncing liis allegiance to God, and aAing 
independent of him — and in depriving him 
of the worfhip due to him from the whole race 
of mankind. Moreover, that it deftroyed the 
divine image in the foul, and introduced the 
image of the tempter. It has likewife been 
made plain, that thefe very inftances of 
guilt run more or lefs through the whole 
race of mankind; that the divine image is 
deftroyed, and the image of the tempter in- 
troduced in the fouls of all his pofterity. 
But perhaps you will afk, if we do not learn 
thefe things one of another ? No ; they are 
born with us ; " Behold, fays David, I was 
fbapen in wickednefs, and in fin did my mo- 
ther conceive me.'' Pfalm li. 5.' ** Who 
can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
clean?" Not one. Job xiv. 4. Which 
implies, that Adam being defiled through 
tranfgreflion, all his poftcrity are likewife 
defiled. So that all are ** eftranged from 
God from the womb.*' Fialm Iviii. 3* This 
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ctepravity of heart, this a^rfion to what ur 
goody and delight in^ w4iat is evil, we derived 
from our parents; and from themut may be 
traced backwands to our firft parent Adam,. 
from whom it originally proceeded. Nb 
doubt, the malignity of it is aggravated by bad 
example; but fome of its dreadful efieds are 
evident before we can* ' poilibly learn tiienEi> 
from thofe about us. Angerv, cruelty, felf^ 
mil, impatience of control, and other 
fruits of a corrupt nature,, may.be obferved 
in the infant at the breaft.. Shall we fay 
tlien, that we are not concerned in Adam's 
tranfgreffion, wJien the charaders of it aise- 
fo legible- in our whole race? But if this is. 
not fuificient to convince you, hear again 
(and they cannot be too often- repeated) the 
.pofitive declaration of the God of truth;. 
**'By one man lin^ entercd^into the world, 
and death' by fin^ and. fo death pailed upon^ 
all men, for that (or,, in whom) allhavte- 
finned.'* Rom.. v. la- By Adam fin* en- 
tered into the- world :ddath fuccecded.as the- 
punifliment of fm ; . ** for the wages of fin is 
I death." And* the reafon why death pailed! 
upon all men,, is^ " for that, or in wl>om,- all^ 
have finned ;" that is, have finned in that fin» 
wAich entered into the world by Adam, and 
■r«« faccccdcd.. hy dtath a^. \U '^^vv\Scvm^T>K.« . 
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And, as no one, who is not guilty, can be 
juftly obnoxious to punilhnfient; therefore, 
all the pofterity of Adam are juftly charge- 
able with the guilt of, and liable to the pu- 
nifhment due to his fin. Hence it is faid, 
*♦ by one man's difobedience many were 
made finners;" Rom. v. 19. were confti- 
tutcd finners, and are to be dealt with as 
fuch by a law of equity. Wherefore it is 

.declared, '* by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation.'^' Rom. 
V. 18. And this condemnation was unto 
death. ** In Adam all die." I. Cor. xv. 22^ 
AH his pofterity finned in him— *^11 partook 
of his guilt— and all therefore are by nature 
under the fentence of condemnation. On 

-this account, the apoftle declares, "we are 
by nature the children of wratb.'* Ephef. \u 
3. And the confcquence of this condem- 
nation h not merely corporeal death, in the 
diilblution of the body, butfpiritual death, 
in the lofs of the divine* image in the foul; 
and this to be fucceedcd by eternal miA^rf^ 
at the re-union of the foul and body after 
Ihe refurre£^ion ; " for the wicked fhall go 
away into everlafting puniibOKBt/' Mat4» 
XXV.. 46. 

We have here A* autfine of a true^ 
though, ^^fuj. pi£tas6 of vhat man is by nsi« 
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ture-— a corrupt, finful creature — a rcbcf 
igainft bis Maker. Moreover, to his fin in 
Adam he has added mnumerable inflances of 
perfonal tranfgreffion ; for the«law requires a 
perfect obedience in tliought, word, and deed ; 
aad ** every imagination of the heart of man 
is only evil continually." Such then is 
man; not as fome fondly imagine, an inno- 
cent, tipright, harmlels creature, but a rebel 
againft his Maker* by nature and praflicc; 
and* as fuch, under a fentence of condem- 
nation, which )E]niders him obnoxious to 
eternal mifery, by the juft judgment of Godr 
What then ihall he do? ihall he prepans 
Iiimfelf to undergo the deierved punifhment 
of his difobedience ? Alas ! *' Who can 
dwell with cverlafting bumiags ?*' Shall 
he undertake to fatisfy the of&nded majefty 
of his Maker ? How can duft and alhes make 
fatisfaftion for tranfgreffions againft the eter- 
nal God? The fincereft forrow> the moft 
piercing remorfe, a future, and (if it was 
poifible) unfinning obedience, are abfolutely 
infufficient for this purpofe, becaufe they aoe 
not of infinite value. . Shall he lie down in 
defpair? Bleflfed be God, there is forgive- 
nefs with him» He has given his only be- 
gotten Sou to be a facrifice for fin ; and as a 
proof of his uafpeakabk loving, kindnefs^ 

hatli 
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hath commanded It to be preached to all the 
world, that whofoever believeth in hinv 
Ihould not perifli, but have everlafting life. 

May the wifdom and power of God enable 
us to embrace this mercy, left the things 
which belong to our peace Ihould be for ever 
hid from ocr eyes ! Chrift is the only way to 
happinefe, the only city of refuge, from the 
purfuit of the dcftroyer : " For wbofopver 
hath not the Son, hath not life, but the 
wrath of God abidcth on him.'* 
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many inftances, the folly, and felt the hi 
cfle£b of their choice, they delight in one 
as the moft fuitable and delirable good, and 
jcourt and cleave to the other as the moft 
excellent of the earth. 

In thofe who are in fome meafure, and 
cren in thoic who are much reftrained t^y 
early inftrudion, we may jrct, in general, 
fee that a propenfity to evil is predominant. 
Education indeed, «and the fear of cenfure, 
may prevent the more open and grofs effeAs 
of it, holding in, as with a curb, the inor- 
dinate bent cf nature ; yet words and ac- 
tions will frequently difcovcr, that there is 
in the heart a reiifh for, and a defire to 
indulge in what religion, reafon, and even 
Accncy forbid. Obfcrvc the conduft of moft 
who are called moral men. How backward 
are they to ferioufnefs ! how prone to le- 
-vity ! how reluftantly are they clothed iH 
the garb of religion ! how willingly do they 
conform to the cuftoms and fafhions of the 
world ! what a fear do they difcover of be- 
ing thought religious, righteous over much ! 
how boldly will they fometimes purfue what 
evidently leads to evil \ how unaffeAed and 
dull are they while reading the Scriptures ! 
how charmed and tranfported at the pcrufal 
ef a novel ! Thcfc things phinly proceed 

from 
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fronr the fame principles of lore ta what it 
.evil, andof avorfionto what is good ; though 
more refined in the choice of their objeAs, 
and more reftrained as to the groifnefs of 
their efiefls. The Scriptures atiRire us, that 
^* if any man love the world, (delights in it 
above all other things) the love of the Fa- 
ther is not in him.'' I. John ii. 15. ^nd 
they concern this important but difregarded 
truth, by the following declaration, *^ The 
friend(hip of the world is enmity widi God.*^ 
"Whofoever, therefore, prefers the friendihip 
jct the world to the iriend&ip of God, or 
'^will be the friend of the world, is the 
^fiemy of God." James tv. 4* They likewife 
icoinmandf ** Thou fliak lovt the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and wkh all thy 
ibul.^' It lias been feen that we naturally 
love the world, and are inclined to tliat 
which is evil. A change, therefore, muft 
be wrought in us^ before our tempers can 
Jbe agreeable to what the Divine oracles re* 
jquire : they demand, that inftead of loving 
the world fupremdy, there fhould be no- 
thing on eardi that we defire in comparifon 
<3f God ; and inftead of deUghting in, we 
ihould abhor that which is evil, and 4:leave 
20 that which is good. In a word, wheteas 
4>ur will and afitAions are naturally prone 
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to that which is €vil, fuch a change muft 
take place, that .they may be habitually in- 
clined to what is good. 

This is what the Scriptures mean by Re- 
generation, or being born again. The ne- • 
ccffity of this change is indifputable, and the 
change itfelf indi fpen fable ; for " without 
lioiin^fs (to which our hearts are naturally 
averfe) no man fliall fee .the Lord." Hcb. • 
xii. 14*. And therefore: our Saviour declares 
to Nicodemus, " Excicpt a man be born 
again» he cannot fee the kingdom of God.'' 
John iii. 3. Unlefs fuch a clmnge is wrought . 
in him, however zealous he may be in the - 
caufe of religion — though he nwy warmly re- . 
coriimend it to others* and enforce the nece^- 
fity of it, both by precept -and example — tbo* 
he may punftually obferve the duties of the 
clofet and family — may conftantly attend on 
outward ordinances^ — may give all his goods 
to feed the poor, and think he is ready to 
give his body to be burned— may, in the 
opinion of the world, and even in his . own 
efteera, be an eminent Chriftian, all will 
avail him nothing ; for, " unlefs he is born 
again,'* renewed in heart, " he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." 

St. Paul, fpeaking of the great things 
which God hath defigned for thofe whom he . 

has 
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3ias ordaihed to eternal life, fays, ^ Whom 
ht 4id foreknow, he alfo did predeftinate td 
he conformed to the image of his Son.** 
Kom. viii. 29. Whom he partlculaily fa- 
voured, thofe be alfo ordained to partake 
of the temper ©f Jefifis Chrift ; or, as it is 
. elfewhere exprefled, ** to be partakers of a 
divine nature." II. Peter i. 4> By confidcr* 
ing fome of tbe parts of our Saviour's cha- 
f ader^ we may more eafily underftand what 
is meant by this image into which we muft 
he changed. Our Lord *^ was meek and lowly 
in heart'*— fuch muft we become^ our haugli-< 
Cy and proisd fpirit being brought into fubjec* 
tion ; be was patient under the moft preiling 
trials and afflidions— -fo muft we be, and 
not murmur and repine at any thing tbe 
Lord is pleafed to lay on us. He forgave, 
and even prayed for his murderers — thus^ 
laying afide all malice and revenge, we muft 
be willing to ** blcfs them that ctirfe us,^' 
;tnd " pray for them that defpitefuHy ufe us.*' 
He ftudied to promote the glory of God In 
all thing8-»-in like manner, the defire of the 
praife of man, of fceking honour one of 
another, being mortified, whatfocvtr we do, 
whether we eat, or whether we drink, we 
muft do all to the glory of God> He went 
iibout, doing good — thus, ftriving againft 

G ^a 
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all felfifhnefs and narrownefs of fpirit, wc 
xnuft, with cnlargedncfs of heart, be ready- 
to " do good to all, aad efpecially to thofe 
who are of the houfchoid of faith.** He was 
conftant in prayer, and afcribing glory to 
God — thus, our natural averfion to thefe 
duties being overcome, we mull look up to 
God for all things, and acknowledge our de- 
pendence on him, who is the giver of every 
good and perfeft gift. We muft not aft as 
if all our fufficiency was from ourfelves, and 
be ready • to afcribe our fuccefs to our own 
wifdom and ability, but to the direftion and 
bleffingofan over-ruling Providence. *' Mine 
own right hand and mine own arm have 
gotten me the viftory, and brought this 
mighty thing to pafs,** is the language of the 
natural, ignorant man. The enlightened, 
eftablifhed Chriftian looks up to the Foun- 
tain of good in the hour of fuccefs, and fays, 
" Not unto me, O Lord, not unto me, but 
unto thy name be the praife.** WhenChrift 
was reviled, he reviled not again ; when he 
fuffercd, he threatened not— of fuch a tem- 
per muft we be* Inftead of rcfenting every 
real or imaginary affront, we jfhould com- 
mit our fouls unto God in well-doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator. Inftead of com- 
nieiicing judges and executioners in our own 

caufe^ 
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caufe, we muft give place uiito wrath ''and 
leave it with him who judgeth righteoufljr, 
and who has faid, " Vengeance is mine," 
the right to punifh belongs folely to me, and 
«* I will repay.'* He emptied himfelf, be- 
came of no reputation, for tlie good of 
others, in order to make peace between God 
and man. After this manner muft we aft, 
not haughtily infifting on the utmoft we 
may fancy is our right, but in many things 
wave our juft claim, and fubmit our own 
private advantage to the glory of God and 
the good of our fellow-creatures. " Yc 
know the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrill, 
that though he was rich, yet for your fakes 
he became poor, that ye through his poverty 
might be rich." 11. Con viii. 9. ** Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, becaufe he 
laid down his life for us, and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren." I.Johu 
iii. 16. Our natural difpolitions, we find« 
are fo far from being agreeable, that they 
are contrary to the temper of our Lord and 
Saviour, and therefore, as all that ihall be 
faved muft be conformed to his image, a 
change muft be wrought in their hearts ; 
tlieir delires and averiions muft be oppofitc 
to what they are by nature. 

G a Wo 
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Wc are not to imagt»e that tke moft emi- 
jicnt Cbriftian is fo chsMiged in this life, as 
to be wholly conformed to the image of 
Chrift. No. The Jbetter h^ is acquainted 
with himfelf, the more ready he is to adopt 
ibe mournful complaint of the apoftlc, " I 
/delight in the law of God after the inward 
xnan. But I iee another Jaw in my mem^^ 
tiers, warring againft the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of 
fin, which is in my members. O wretched 
man that I am, who fhall deliver me from 
the body of this death)'* Rom. vii^ 22 — 24. 
•* The flefh lufteth againft the Spirit, and 
the Spirit againft thjs fiefh, and thefe are 
contrary tlie one to the other,^ Gal. v. 17. 
that is, keep up a conftant oppofition to, 
or warfare with each othen So that the 
body of fin, that humbling monitor of what 
lie is by nature, wHl not be done away till 
'j^eath ; and therefore be ^aanat be perfect 
while on earth, but will ever tiave reafon to 
fay, even to his laft moments^ ** If we fay 
that we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves^ 
and the truth is not in us.^' I. John i. 8.. 
Yet, watchfully diligent in the ufe of the 
;means which God has appointed, and exer- 
cifing himfelf to have a confcience void of 
offence^ he will ** grow in ^r^cc, and in the 
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Inowlcdge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Ghrift." IL Pet. iii. i8, " Grace and peace 
will be multiplied unto Hi in through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jefus our Lord.'* 
I. Pet. i^ a. He witt gradually " go on to^ 
perfeftion." Heb.vi. x» His underfhinding^ 
will be more enligbteiled-^^his will moro 
lubmiiSve tathe will of God— his affeftions 
weaned from things below, and fet morer 
On things above— ^and when mortality (hall 
be fwallowed up of life, he will be changed 
into the glorious image of Him *' who was 
flain, and redeemed llim uoAa God by his* 
Wood.'* Rev. t. 9. 

We read, that " witbotit holinefs no man 
ihall fee the Lord/' Heb. xii. 14. That 
** God is of -purer eyes thaii to behold evil," 
and cannot ** look on iniqiiity," (Habak. i. 
13.) with approbation. Even ** the ftars are 
not pure in his- fight ; how much lefs man 
that is a worm, and tl^e fon of man that is 
a worm." Job xxv. 5, 6. The law of God, 
according to St. Paul, is holy, juft, and 
good, but we are carnal, as it were, fold 
under fin. It is therefore abfurd to imagine, 
that we can ever be partakers of the king^ 
dom of heaven without an inward confor- 
mity to this holy, juft, and good law of our 
Cod. A negative obcditwct^.^n •j^a^-ixxvv^s^ 
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from open fins, together with an outward 
conformity to the letter of the law, wilt not 
do : we mull delight in the law after the in- 
ward man — niuft not only ceafe to do evil, 
\but learn to do well — muft find that his 
ways are ways of pleafantneis, and bis com- 
mandmeiits not grievous — muft not only 
not take pleafure in wickcdnefs, but really 
hate every falfe and evil way. Our affec- 
tions muft be railed from things below, and 
fct chiefly on things above ; and then our 
converfation will be, in fome meafure, as 
in heaven-; not abforbed with the trifles of 
common occurrences, but often leading to 
the wonders of redeeming love, the mercies 
of God through Chrift Jcfus, the unfpeak- 
able happinefs of an eternal ftate : and when 
our hearts are there, our treafures will be 
there alfo ; not fubjeft to the corruption of 
moths, or the violence of robbers, but fe- 
cure and glorious, immortal, incorniptible, 
under the Almighty proteSion of our hea- 
venly Father. In a word, our hearts muft 
be delivered, or caft into the mould of the 
gofpcl : we muft be cre.i ted again in righ- 
teoufnefs and true holinefs. We may fee, 
then, there is no being conformed to the 
image or temper of J-cfus Chrift without a 
change vs. wrought \\\ t\\e\\tQLn\ ?itv4 tliat. 
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unlefs we are thus conformed, it is impof- 
fible to attain to that holinefs,withotit which 
no man (hall fee the Lord ; or, in the words of 
cmr Saviour, *' except a man be bofn Sgain, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." 
We may hence fee the error of thofe who 
hope God will pardon their fins, and take 
them to his mercy, though they do not feek 
firft the kingdom of God and his righteouf- _ 
xicfs. Nothing is more certain, than that 
God is willing to be merciful to finners : he 
declares, that he defireth not the death of a 
finner, but rather that he fhould turn and 
live. He gave his only-begotten Son to die 
an ignominious, an accurfed death, that 
whofoever believetli /in him fhould not pe- 
rifh, but have everlafting life. And by his 
word, his providences, and his miniflers, he is 
continually expoflulating with them, as with 
the Jews of old, why will ye die ? Ye will 
not come unto me that ye may have life. 
But then his mercy can be cfFeftual to thofe 
only who fee they ftand in need of it, oil 
account of their former tranfgreflions ; to 
thofe who are enabled to repent truly 
of their former fins, and by God's affifting 
grace ftcadfaflly purpbfe to lead a new life ; 
to thofe who heartily embrace the mercy (et 
forth in tlie gofpel, trufling for pardon and 
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acceptance with Go<}, to his^word, through 
the obedience unto death of Jefus Chrift. 
And die faith of fuch a perfon^ whenever 
it is iincerey fprings from a real, and is^ 
accompanied with an increafing^ gradual 
cliangc of heart. To imagine^ therefore 
that Grod will pardon any, perfon's fins, and 
take him to hi& mercy, who<is not chan- 
ged ki hearty from evil to^ good,, who kaowa 
nothing of thi$ death unto> fin, and newr 
birth unto righteoufne&>. is certainly wrongs 
and will affuredly prove fatal to all who 
make ii: the ground of their hope : it is an. 
imaginatioji contrary, to die wbok tenout 
of Scripture, to the repeated declftrations of 
God concerning dais matter, and to die ex* 
prefs word5 of the Redeemer on this fubjed^. 
" except a man be bom again, be caanot 
^nter into the kingdom- o«f lieaiveii/*^ 

But fuppofing that God would haw mercy 
on tliofe who are not changed in heajrt ; fup- 
poHng that he would pardon their fins>. and 
receive them into his prefence, what would 
it avail them? Their condition would not 
be better than it is now, but perhaps worfe ; 
for there are no fcnfual gratifications in hea- 
ven ; no pleafures to fuit the inclinations 
I'uch perfons have at prefent. They arc all 
of a. ipJritual nature, and '^ the natural man 
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Jtccivedi not the things of the Spirit of 
God; for they are foolilhnefs unto him; 
neither can he knfwr them, becaufe they ate 
li)iritually difcerned/' I. Cor. ii. 14. Accor- 
ding to what is revealed of it, the happinefs 
of heaven confifts chiefly in beholding the 
ihfinitje glories of God ; in praifing him for 
the difplay of his glorious attributes in thd 
creation and redemption of the world through 
Jefus Chrift : to him cherubim and fera-^ 
phim continually do cry, •* Holy^lioly, holy. 
Lord God of Sabaoth ; heaven and earttx 
are full of the majefty of thy glory. They 
reft not day and nighty faying, Holyy holy 
Lord, God, Almighty, which was, and is, 
and is to come. — Thou art worthy, O Lord^ 
to receive glory, and honour, and power ; 
for thou haft created all things, and for thy 
pleafure they are, and were created." ReV. 
iv. 8 — II. "Hallelujah, for the Lord, God 
omnipotent rcigneth." Rev. xix. 6. *« Sal- 
vation to our God which fitteth on the 
throne, and unto the Lamb.*' Rev. vii. 10. 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to re- 
ceive power, and riches, and wifdom, and 
ftrength, and honour, and glory, and blef- 
fing. And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on earth, and under the earth, and fuchr 
» are in the fcaf and ^.W tVv&x ^x^\xv^'e^«» 
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beard, I fay, bleffing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that fitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever." Rev. v. 12, 13. What happincfs 
could unregcnerate perfons have in fuch 
employments? Is it any fatisfaftion to them 
to hear or read of thefe things? Do they 
now take pleafure in holinefs ? When they 
attend to public worfhip, is it not with re- 
luflance, with' conftraint, correfponding in 
a great meafure, to the complaint of the 
Jews. What a wearinefs is the fabbath? 
when will it be over ? Or if they find any 
thing agreeable then, does it not proceed 
from fome objeft inconfiftent with the 
glory of God ? From the confideration, 
perhaps, that they have been doing their 
duty, and Ihall receive a reward for it at his 
hands. This refuge of lies, liowever it may 
pleafe and buoy up the mind at prefent, will 
lliortly be done away. Tiie form of godli- 
nefs, in any degree of ftriftnefs they think 
unneceflary, but the power of it they ex- 
claim againft as mere hypocrify, or rank 
cnthufiafm. Inftead of engaging their ap- 
probation and delight, it raifes their indig- 
nation and averfion. If then the view of 
the faint d^wn of holinefs, which alone is 
attainable in this life, gives xVi^m ^^in, what 
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torment would the full blaze of it in heaven 
occaiion ! If the glimmerings of holinefs, 
clouded and obfcured by finfalnefs and cor« 
ruption, caufe uneafinefs, how intolerable 
would it be to behold holinefs itfelf, unful- 
lied by any imperfeftion, and fhining in un- 
clouded Majefty ? It is therefore impoffible 
that any unregenerate perfon can be happy 
hereafter ; for even fuppofing that God would 
pardon his fins, and take him to his mercy, 
(which he moft affuredly will not) heaven 
itfelf would be to him a place of infupport- 
able torment. If it fhould be imagined, that 
tliis change of heart is neceflary only 
for libertines and profligates, who give the 
Ibofe to their paflions; who commit all 
manner of wickednefs with gudedinefs, un- 
reftrainedby the fenfe of duty, the fhatne of 
cenfure, or the fear of punijfhment; I an- 
fwer, it is equally ncceflfary for all mankind ; 
for the hearts of all, without a finglc excep- 
tion, arc prone* to evilj to what is incon- 
fiftent with the will' of God; and their own 
happinefs. The outwfird conduft of fome 
is, indeed; decent and commendable, when 
compared'with that of others, but the hearts 
of all are " deceitful and defpcrately wicked.*^ 
Jjrrcm, xviii 9t 

G6 '^^^^ 
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The image of God^ in which w« wer©^ 
created, which confiiled in knowledge, rigU- 
teoufnefsy and true holinefs,. is loft by our 
fin in Adam* We conic into the world 
wholly deftitute of it, fo that *^-our fouls- 
cleave unto the duft." We feek bur happi* 
uefs only in things of this world, and are 
**• alienated from the life o£ God ;" but, as 
^^ without holineis na man fhall fee the 
Lord," the bias of the foul muft be turned.. 
A change of heart is therefore neceffary for 
all, before they can become " meet for the 
inheritance of the faihts in light.** So that,. 
** except a man be born again, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.'* 

But if a change of heart is^ indifpeniably 
neceiTary, how is it to be wrought in us ? 
has man tlie power of doing it, or muft it 
be accompliflied by fome external, fuperior 
agent? I anfwer, man has not the power of. 
doing it. He is no more able to change hi& 
heart, than to pluck the fun firom the firma- 
ment. This thoufands can tcftify. Every 
one, who, through mercy, is given to know 
himfelf as a fallen, depraved creature, wifhes, 
^bpve all things, that the tendencies to evil, 
which he often finds working in him, were, 
entirely done away. Thefe axe bis chief 
burdens. He ufes every me^u \w order to 
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this end, but in vain. If this will not ba- 
admitted as an argument,, wc may obferve, 
that no man can-do any thing but by the* 
exertion of fome principle or power within^ 
bimfelf ; fo tliat man^can^do nothing: good, 
till he has within> himfelf a principle of 
goodnefs. But, in the heart of man, there 
is naturally np fu^h thing* " The carnal' 
mind (wbit;h is the mind of all men by na-* 
ture) is enmity againft God;" Rom. viiii 7. 
and, in confequence, is enmity againft all^ 
that is really good. To fuppofe, therefore^ 
that man can change his own heart, is ta> 
fuppofe an efie£ir without a caufe ; it is ta- 
fuppofe fomcthing can be done, when tlier« 
is nothing to do it. But fuppc^ng man had^ 
the power,, we can fcarcely imagine that he 
would employ it for this purpofe ; for every 
imagination of die heart of man being only 
evil continually, what he efteems his greateft 
happinefs> proceeds from a principle of evil. 
To fancy then tliat he would change hi$ 
heart, fo as habitually to delight in what 
is good, is to fuppofe that he would part 
with what he efteems his greateft happincfs,, 
and fix his affections on what is oppoiite to* 
it; that is, habitually choofe and delight iq.' 
what is his averfion. We may illuftrate 
thia by confidtring the iktft ^i -^y^^^ss^^ 
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mind, when he is firft toW of thefe things^r 
he hears he muft have fomething, which he 
knows he has not; but does this incline him 
to feek after it ? No ; he imagines it is not 
Beceflary. When it is preffed on him as a 
dttty to feek to God for it, he affefts to- 
difbelieve it. When it is declared to be 
abfolutely neceflary, that it is contained ia 
the exprefs words of our Lord, he would 
fain perfuade himfelf riiat the words are tor 
be underftood in aiTOther fenfe ; that rege- 
neration fignifies nothing more than refor- 
mation ; that it implies not a change of heart,- 
butonly of the life; and ftrengthens himfelf 
in his opinion, becaufe he finds that few 
perfons, in comparifon, know any thing of 
tliis matter. Little, if at all, does he attend 
to the words of our Lord, ** ftraight is the 
gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it." 
Mat. vii. 14. AH- this while he is fenfible 
that it is defirable to be delivered from the 
tyranny of boifterous paflions, to be freed* 
from the captivity of fenfual pleafures, the 
deceits of which he has frequently expe**^ 
rienced. Thus he endeavours to impofe 
upon himfelf in a matter of the laft impor-^ 
tance, and which he cannot but acknow- 
ledge would be attended, with happy confer 

quenccs ; 
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qucnccs; yet he is fo far from having the 
power of doing what his reafon approves, 
that he has no inclination to it; and will 
fooner hazard the probability of continuing 
in bondage to his lufls, all his days, and 
even of perifhing eternally, than' in earneft 
apply to God for it. But when the Lord 
convinces a man that he is a finner, mar- 
fhalling his fins before his face, and IhewiAg 
him that he is a child of wrath — when he dif- 
arms him of his boafted pleas, convincing him 
that all his righteoufnefs is as filthy rags, that 
by the works of the law fhall no man living 
be juftified — when he unveils to him the 
neceffity of a Saviour, and a change of heart 
— when he convinces him, that unlefs he is 
born again, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of heaven ; how does he aft ? Does he 
immediately fet about changing his heart ? 
Alas ! though he may wifli for this change 
above all things, he has an humbling abaiing 
experience, that he is unable to efFeft it. 
A man never feeks for it, till he is compelled 
to it by neceffity ; and when that happens, be 
is fully convinced that he has not the power 
of accompli(hing it, but that it is the fole 
work of a fuperior agent. If you aflc whofe 
work it is ? I anfwer, It is the work of the 
Holy Ghofi. " Wc arc his workmanlhip, 
2 created 



i 
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created in Jefus Chrift unto good works.'' 
EpheH ii. lo. St. Paul declares ^' we are 
favedf not by- works- of righteoufnefs which 
wc have done, but according to his mercy, 
by the walhing: of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghoft." Titus iii. 5. And; 
the Redeemer declares,. *' except a man be 
bom of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
eater into the kingdom of God." John iii.- 
5; Some fuppofe, by thefe words, a bap- 
tifm of water, and likewife of the Holy Spi- 
rit; or, as our church expreffcs it, " tlie 
outward baptifm of water, and the inward' 
fpiritual grace ;" which together produce, or 
arc infeparably ' connefted -with a "death 
unto fin, and a new birth unto righteouf- 
nefs." Others imagine that water and the 
fpirit are, in this place, only different ex-^ 
prcflions for the Holy Ghoft. The Holy 
Ghoft is indeed fometimes reprefentcd under 
the emblem of water; thus, *• I will pour 
water upon him that is thirfty, and floods^-;. 
upon the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit 
upon thy feed." Ifaiah xliv. 3. Here the 
floods of water that were to be pouted out, 
are declared to be the influences of the Spirit; 
and by the dry ground, on which they were 
to be poured, is meant their pofterityi their 
feed. But whether by being torn of water 

and 
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and the Spirit^ is to be underftood being bap*» 
tized with the outward baptifni of waterr 
and the inward influences of the Holj 
Ghoft ; or whether the worde, water and Spi- 
rit, are only two different expreflions for t\it 
Holy Ghoff ; the meaning is nearly^ if not 
€xa&ly the fame^ In both cafes^. the in* 
fluen^e or operation^ of the Holy Ghofi: ia 
the principal thing»^ and wiAovtt which tfar 
baptifoi of water is of no avaiL 

How thi» great change i» wrought in th# 
hearty we are unable to comprehend. We 
knowr Jiot how the bones grow in the womk 
jof hev that is with< cbil^; We are totally 
q;noraQt of the nature of the things we fee^ 
though howBk obferving fojne 6£ the etkBu^ 
riiey produce, we hazard pcdDalde codjecii* 
tures conceding Ae qualities they poflefs^ 
anxl which are fuficient to diisA us, in fomc 
cafes, how to. u£e them. But if the things 
about us are dark and inexplicable, how 
fhall we be able to^tliom the deepthings of 
God, whofe way is in the £bav. whofe path is 
in the great waters, and whofe footfteps are 
not known ? Yet tO' what he has conde-* 
fcended to neveal of tliis matter, it become^ 
US to attend. 

The Author, or efficient caufe of thit 
ehange, is theHoIjc Spiiit. ^ Except a man 
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be born of the Spirit.'* John iii. 5.. ** That 
which is born of the Spirit/* ver. 6v " So is 
every one tliat is born of the Spirit," ver. 8^ 
What the Holy Ghoft ufes ; or, as we com- 
monly exprefs it, the inftrument in his hands^ 
to bring about the wonderful change, is the 
word of God. " Being born again by the 
word of God/' I. Peter i. 23. " Of his 
own will begat he us, with the word of 
truth." James i. 18. The word thus be- 
comes the vehicle of an incorruptible^ fpiri- 
tual feed, " Being born again, not of cor- 
ruptible feed^ but incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth.and abideth for 
ever/' I. Peter i. 23. •* That which, is 
born of the Spirit, is fpirit.'* John iii. 6. The 
proper tendency, the genuine effeft of this 
operation, is a life of holinefs. " We are 
his workmanship, created in Jefus Chrift, 
unto good works." Ephef. ii. 10. " The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
fufFering, gentlenefs, goodnefe, faith, meek- 
nefs, temperance." Galat. v^ 22, 23. 

Since then the word, thus ufed, becomes 
the vehicle of an incorruptible, fpiritual 
feed, and from this proceeds a life of ho- 
linefs, it follows, that in this is contained 
fi principle of fpiritual Kfe, or the founda- 
tion of all Chriilian graces, as properly, 

2& 
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as that all the parts of a perfeft man are con- 
tained in what is flrft conceived in the 
womb. And hence it is plain, beyond the 
poffibiiity of reafonable contradiction , that 
no man can lead a life of holinefs, without 
which he fhali not fee the Lord, till this 
feed of a fpiritual life is communicated to 
his foul by the Holy Ghoft, through the 
word of God. At the time of this work 
we arc wholly paffive. The work itfelf is 
called " a creation.'* The Holy Ghoft is faid 
** to create us ;" and we are faid " to be 
created." Nor is the liberty of the human 
foul, in the natural exertion of its faculties, 
deftroyed by the work of the Spirit in rege- 
neration; but thofe faculties are iet at li- 
berty to aft gracioufly, for which before 
they were unable. 

As we. are wholly paffive, and without 
concurrence in our firft cxiftence, or in our 
firft formation in the womb, in order to our 
natural birth ; and yet the future liberty of 
the man is not thereby prevented, but pro- 
vided for, by the work of God in our firft 
formation. So our being wholly paffive^ 
and without concurrence, in order to our 
fiift fpiritual exiftence, under the creating 
power of the Holy Ghoft, that we may be 
able to aft fpiritually, and yet witli free- 

dom» 
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donif does not in the leaft hinder the fouIV 
natural liberty, in the rational ufe of its fa- 
culties ; but lays therein a folid foundation 
of fpiritual life, for all manner of fpirituat 
gracious a£ts, as tlie happy effefts of oup 
Bcw birth*- 

Liberty iB the fseedom of ading, and i^ 
the property of an accountable being ; bur 
we muft have life before we can a A. To 
fency therefore, that our natural liberty muft 
fyiritually concur in our new birth, is to 
fuppofe that we muft z€t fpiritually, before: 
we are fpiritual ; that is^ that we mu& v^r 
before we have &e power of aftlng. Agrees 
able to this are the words of the apoftle : 
•? The natural man receiveth not the things 
ef the Spirit of God, neither can he know 
them, becaufe they arc fpiritually difcern'* 
ed V* I. Cor. ii. T4,. So that a man muft 
be changed from natural to fpiritual, or, a^ 
principle of fpiritual life muft be communi- 
cated, before he is^ even able to difcem^ 
ipiritual things. Accordingly he fays, 
** we have received, not the fpirit of the 
world, but the fpirit which is of God; that 
we may know the tilings that are freely 
given us of God," ver. 1 2. It being other- 
wife as impoffible to difcern fpiritual'things,. 
^ for a man to fee without eyes.. Marvel 

not. 
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jnot, fays our Lord to Nicoctemus, that Z 
faid unto thee, you muft be born again. Do 
not be aitoniflied becaufe I enforce the ne- 
ceiEty of regeneration. " Art thou a 
xnaftcr of Ifrael, and knoweft not thefe 
things ?'' Haft thou undertaken to inilruft 
the ignorant, and art thy felf ignorant of 
this doctrine, which is contained in thofe 
JScriptures thou haft undertaken to teach f 
Hea( God fpeaking by one of his prophets ; 
'' I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and will write it in their hearts^ and will be 
jthcir God, and they fhaM be my people.*^ 
Jerem. xxxi. 33. Hear him fpeaking by 
another of his pfofhctsjf ^* a new heart alfo 
will I give you^ and a new fpirit will I put 
•within you, and I will take away the ftony 
teart out of your flefh, and I will give you 
an heart of flefh. And I will put my Spirit 
:within you, and caufe you to walk in my 
ftatutes, and ye fhall keep my judgments, 
and do them." Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. After 
thefe plain declarations, can you imagine 
'that noticing more is meant by regeneration 
than an outward reformation ? How caii 
he properly be faid to be born again, who 
continues the fame in difpofition, though not 
quite fo bad in pradice? Belides how in- 
Aonfiftent is this idea cf regeneration, with 

the 
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the fancied fufEciency of human power ; 
(ince it evidently implies, that even an out- 
ward reformation cannot be efie3ed without 
the affiftance of the Holy Spirit? "Marvel 
not that I fay unto you, ye muft be born 
again; the wind blowetli where it lifteth, 
and thou heareft the found thereof, but 
canft not tell whence it cometh, nor whither 
it goetli? fo is every one that is born of the 
Spirit." How he was born, how the great 
change was wrought in his heart, he is quite 
ignorant; but that fuch a change has been 
wrought he knows by the efFefts. To be 
brought out of darknefs into marvellous 
light — to have an underftanding given us to 
know him that is true — to 'have contrary 
defires, contrary hopes, contrary fears, con- 
trary avcrlions to what he ever had, we may 
well fuppofe it cannot fail to attraft the no- 
tice of any one in whom they are wrought. 
And thoufands are enabled to give as diftindl 
an account of the time when, and the 
means through which this great change was 
wrought, as of any tranfaftion in their lives. 
Many are, at different times, aiFefted with 
fcrious things, engage in devotional exer- 
cifes, and appear religious. They fee things 
that are wrong, and for a feafon part with 
them;*" they confider fevcral things as com- 
manded. 
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mandedy and for a time feem to be la- 
fluenced by them ; but it is a long while be- 
fore they give themfelves up to God, and 
walk fteadily in his ways. Others, under 
the advantages of a religious education and 
example, are fanftified, as it were, from the 
womb. Perfons of cither of thefe charac- 
ters are, in general, unable to give an ac- 
count whea the great change took place; yet 
in fuch the will is habitually inclined to what 
is good — the fupreme defire of the affe&ions 
is habitually to fpiritual objects — and they 
go on, growing in grace, and bringing forth 
the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs to the 
praife of the glory of the moft High. They 
hereby obtain a well-grounded fatisfa&ion 
that they are born again ; not indeed " of 
blood, nor of the will of the flefh, nor of 
the will of man; but of God." John i. 1 3. 
But where thefe efFcfts are not produced, it 
is dangerous for a perfon to imagine that all 
is fafe; he has reafon to fear that wliat he 
has been taught and underflands, his de- 
cent life, and perhaps orthodox notions of 
religion, will not avail him, but that he 
is ftill a child of wrath. We may here 
adopt the apoftle's triumphant exclamation ; 
^ Wherer is the wife, where is the difputer 
of this world ? Hath not God made foolifli 

the 
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tbe wrfdom of this world ?" Nothing caa 
prove it more fatkfaftorily, and fet it in a 
ftronger light, than that the moft learned 
man^ with the utmoft eiibrts of human rea* 
(Ton, cannot lay the foundation of, or ad- 
Irance one fiep in real religion, while the 
tiumUe believer in Jefvte Chrift goes on from 
ftrength to ftrength, from grace to grace, 
from glory to glory* ** If then any man 
ieemeth to be wife (or is wife in his own 
conceit) let him become a fool that he may 
i)e wife," I. Con iii. i8. Let him renounce 
iiis dependence on mere human abilities in 
matters of religion ; let him no longer lean 
wholly, or principally to his ow^ under«^ 
Handing to teach him the things of God, but 
eameftly apply for that wifdom which cometh 
from above, and which alone is profitable to 
direft. 

You, who have experienced, in any 
meafure, this change of heart, give glory 
to God. It is his gift, freely vouchfafej 
unto you, without money and without price, 
tliongh it is the dear blood-bought purchafe 
of his only-begotten Son. You have not 
deferved it; perhaps you did not aik for it 
•—you did not, by any works of righteouf- 
nefs, recommend yourfelves to his favour, 
and fo caufe him to beftow it on you. " Of 
I his 
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truth." James i. i8. He, in infinite mercy, 
determined that you fhould be " created in 
Chrift Jefus unto good works," — that a 
change of heart fliould take place, that you 
fliould walk before him in love. Remem- 
ber then a precious talent is committed to 
your care, of which thoufands and ten thou- 
sands know nothing; and which the liber- 
tine, the hypocrite, the formalift, the worldly, 
unite to decry, to brand as an enthufiaftic 
preteniion, hide it not, therefore, in a nap* 
kin, like the wicked and flothful fervant, 
but labour to improve it to the Redeemer's 
glory. Your Lord will affuredly reckon 
with you hereafter for the ufe or abufe of it ; 
and much will be expefted from thofe to 
whom much is given. 

You who are defirous of this bleffing, 
confider the defire as a token for good. It 
is the gift of God, who mocketh no man, 
but intends to accomplifti it in his feafon. 
He has ordained means in order to this end ; 
wait on him, therefore, in the ways of his own 
appointment, with patience and humiliation, 
and thy labour (hall not be in vain. Seek 
him in his ordinances, through which he 
ufualJy communicates fpiritual bleilings ; and 
H though 
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though you are now fluduated with doubts 
and fears, whether God will be gracious; 
though you now fow in tears, you fhall 
afluredly reap with joy. 

You, who know nothing of this change 
of heart, and are indifferent about it, would 
to God I might be enabled to awaken you 
from your fecurity ; for it is falfe and dread- 
ful. There is nothing more certain than, 
this, that if you die in an unregenerate flate^ 
you muft perifh. It will be in vain to fay 
hereafter. Lord, Lord, we heard thy trilth, 
tinderftood and profeffed it — were men of 
good moral lives, never fcofFed at thy word, 
but were advocates for it — were prefented to 
thee in baptifm, and alfo dedicated our chil- 
dren to thy fervice. Outward profeffion, 
accompanied even with morality, will avail 
nothing; but, *^ if any man be in Chrift (a 
Chriflian indeed) he is a new creature." 
Such only can enjoy the faving benefits of 
his obedience unto death. For, unlefs a 
man is born again, thus born, fo as to be- 
come a new creature, to have his will and 
afFeftions habitually inclined to fpiritual 
things, though he may call himfelf a Chrif- 
tjan, and be thought one by thofe who 
know him, he cannot lead a life of holinefs^ 

cannot 



OF CHRISTIANITY. 147 

««not be meet for an inheritance with the 
faints in light, and therefore cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 

ON JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ONLY* 



JOHN iii. 14, 15. 

Jls Mofes lifted up theferpent in the wilder nef 5 \ 
even Jo muji the Son of man he lifted up ; 
that whofoever believeth in him Jhould not 
perijh^ but have everlajling life. 

npHE doftrine of Regeneration has been 
Hated, in which the Holy Ghoft re- 
news the foul in all its powers and faculties, 
or works in it a principle of fpiritual life; 
which contains in it, or may be confidercd 
as the feed or root of all Chriftian graces, 
as love, hope, joy, peace, faith, &c. &c. &c. 
A perfon is thus capacitated to difcern fpi- 
ritual things; to behold his danger, as a 
tranfgreffor of the law of God, and liable to 
the penalty of difobedience; his mifery as 
thoroughly depraved in nature, alienated 
from the life of God, and aftually under 
a fentence of condemnation; and God's 
free love and mercy through Jefus Chrift. 

Thcic 
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Th^fe things, I fay, he is now capacitated to 
tinderftand and fee in a fpiritual light ; and 
thefe things he is gradually brought to un- 
dcrftand, according to the good pleafure of 
him, who ordereth all things after the coun- 
fel of his own will. A view of his ftate by 
nature and praftice conftrains him to cry 
out, ** woe is me ! for I am undone ! what 
fhall I do to be faved ? Wherewith fhall I bow 
myfelf before the Lord, and flee from the 
wrath to come ?" To keep the foul from de- 
fpair, he who convinces of lin, convinces alfo 
of righteoufnefs, fetting before the awa'kened 
{inner the glorious remedy of the gofpel-*:^ 
Chrift crucified — the Son of man lifted up as 
Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs ; 
that whofoever believeth in him Ihould not 
perifh, but have everlafting life. 

We have, in the words of the text, a 
clear difcovery of the method which God 
has appointed for the falvation of mankind 
— how man fhou^d be faved from eternal 
niifery, which is the punifliment due to his 
fins — how he (liould be reconciled to his 
offended Maker, and made everlaftingly 
happy. And as the doftrine of a finner*s 
juftification in the fight of God is a matter 
of the utmoft importance, we are not left to 
collcft it from this type only, or one or two 
H 3 other 
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other Scriptures, but have it plainly delivered 
in many places of divine writ. *' Cbrift hath 
redeemed us from the curfe of the law, being 
made a curfe for us." Galat. iii. 1 3. " Wc 
were reconciled to God by the death of hia 
Son.'* Rom. v. 10. ** He hath made him 
to be fin for us, who knew no fin.** II. Con 
V. 21. ** Being juftified freely by his gracCg 
through the redemption that is in Cbrift 
Jefus; whom God hath fet forth to be a 
propitiation, through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteoufnefs for the remifiion of 
fins that are paft, through the forbearance of 
God." Rom. iii. 24, 25. " Thou haft flain 
and haft redeemed us to God by thy blood| 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation.** Rev. v. 9. " Who his own 
felf bare our fins in his own body on th« 
tree." I. Peter ii. 24. " Ye were not re- 
deemed with, corruptible things, as filver and 
gold — but with the precious blopd of Chrift." 
I. Peter i. 18, 19. ** The churqh of God, 
which he hath purchafed with his own 
blood.'* Afts XX. 28. Many other plain 
texts might ^be produced, all confirming the 
fame truth ; all agreeing in this, that there is 
not *« falvation in any other ; for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we muft be faved." A£h ir. 12. 

Wc 
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We read, that ** the children of Ifrael 
fpake againft God, and againft Mofes. 
Wherefore have ye brought us up out of 
Egypt, to die in the wildernefs ? for there 
is no bread, neither is there any water, and 
our foul loatheth this light bread. And the 
Lord fcnt fiery ferpents among the people ; 
and they bit the people, and much .people of 
Ifrael died- Therefore the people came to 
Mofes, and faid, we have finned, for we 
have fpoken againft the Lord, and againft 
thee, pray unto the Lord that he take away 
the ferpents from us. And Mofes prayed for 
the people. And the Lord faid unto Mo- 
fes, make thee a fiery ferpent, and fet it 
upon a pole; and it fhallcome to pafs, that 
every one that is bitten, when he looketli 
upon it, Ihall live. And Mofes made a 
ierpent of brafs, and put it upon a pole; 
and it came to pafs, that if a ferpent had 
bitten any man, when he beheld the ferpent 
of brafs, he lived." Numb. xxi. 5 — 9. 

The brazen ferpent was a type of Chrift, 
The bites of the fiery ferpents reprefented 
the mortal effefts 'of fin ; and as the bitten 
Ifraelite could not be cured of his wounds, 
but by looking on the brazen ferpent, which 
God had commanded Mofes to fet up, and 
trafting to it as the remedy of his providing; 
H4 f« 
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fo neither can tbc flnner be favcd from 
cverlafting deftruftion, (the juft penalty of 
difobedicnce) but by believing in the death 
of Jefus Chrift, as the propitiation which 
God has provided and fct forth for the re- 
miflion of fin. This is evidently the mean- 
ing of our Saviour's words, — " As Mofcs 
lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs, evea 
fo muft the Son of man be lifted up, or cru- 
cified; why? that whofoever believeth ia 
him, (trulls to his death as the atonement 
which God has provided, and proniifed to 
accept) (hould not perifli, but have everlafting 
life." 

There is naturally in the heart of man 
that pride which makes him refufe to fub* 
mit to the righteoufnefs of God. Though 
he may, through inftruftion, have fome no- 
tion that he is a finner, a fallen creature t 
yet ftrongly imagining that he is able to 
work out his own falvation whenever he 
pleafes, he cannot find it in his heart,will not 
ftoop to receive eternal life as a free gift. 
And therefore when he thinks it neceflary to 
endeavour to avert the difpleafure of God, he 
goes about to eftablifh his own righteouf- 
nefs, to recommend himfelf by his works, 
to purchafc happinefs by doing fomcthing 
r/b'ich he thinks meritorious. This, na 
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doubt, occafioncd the criifades, or expedi- 
tions for the recovery of the Holy Land 
from the Infidels, as the inhabitants of it 
were called by profeffing Chriftians. This 
was the caufe of numberlefs pilgrimages to 
the tombs of imaginary faints and martyrs — 
of many confiderable legacies for the ufe of 
churches, for the foundation of colleges, 
fchools, public and private charities. Men 
hoping by thefe good works, falfely fo cal- 
led, to atone for the fins of their paft lives, 
and, as it were, bribe the Almighty for ad-> 
miflion into the kingdom of heaven. And 
to the fame caufe, namely, to our natural 
pride of heart, are to be afcribed thofe feve- 
ral fchemes of falvation, which man has * 
fet up in oppofition, as it were, to what 

• In oppofition to what God has appointed, may 
feem anharfli and overcharged exprellion ; but I can 
fee no reafon to alter, or even to foften it, by fiippo- 
fing that the fchemes alluded to are mere miltakes, 
from a mifunderftanding of the Scriptures. One of 
them, at leaft, is manifeltly adopted by multitudes 
who never read the word of Goa, or never read it 
with a fmcere defire to know his will. The others 
are received by many, who, if they have read the Bi- 
ble, have judged of its meaning, not according to 
tvhat is contained in it, comparing Scripture with 
Scripture; but according tofome notions tney had en- 
tertained, without due examination, before they read 
it. And this furely is to make themlelves wifcr than 
God, and to fet up tlKir own imaginations in oppofi- 
tion, as it were, to wliat he has decTared • 

H s ^^^ 
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God has appointed. But has man the right, 
or will it ever be allowed him, to prefcribc 
the terms of forgivenefs to his offended 
Maker? By no means. It is lefs abfurd to 
fuppofe, that a condemned criminal fhould 
didate the conditions on which he will con- 
defcend to accept a pardon. And that man, 
by nature and praftice, is condemned by, and 
under the fentence of the law, has been 
abundantly proved. ' But the advocates for 
tmfcriptural fchemes of falvation will fay, 
they do not mean to prefcribe terms to God, 
but only to embrace for themfelves, and de- 
clare to otliers, what they think to be his 
will — then, they rouft be ready to renounce 
their opinions whenever they can be proved 
to be falfe and dangerous. To be carelefs 
whether we Ihall be happy or miferable in 
eternity, is a proof of an inveterate ftupidity; 
and if we are really anxious about what is to 
become of us hereafter, we cannot but de- 
fire to know the mind of God in this impor 
tant point, and be careful toembrace nothing 
but what can be proved from Scripture to be 
his will. 

Let us now examine fome of thofe fchemes 
which man has advanced in oppofition, as it 
were, to what God has appointed. One of 
them is, to render to all their dues. By 

which 
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which the advocates for it mean, to be ho- 
neft and upright in all their dealings with 
mankind. More than this, they fuppofe, 
God does not require. But furely this is 
unfounded both in reafon and Scripture. 
To be punftual in all our tranfaftions with 
« others is, undoubtedly, proper and commen- 
dable. It has the appearance, at leaft, of 
juftice, and tends to promote the good of 
fociety, and the eafe and peace of each other. 
But, fuppofing this to be done from a right 
principle, it is only to difcharge one duty, 
and that to our neighbour; it is far from 
comprehending the whole of what we owe, 
even to him. And many are exadl in their 
dealings with others, who are notorioufly 
defeftive in other focial duties : but God is 
entirely left out of this fcheme. If we owe 
any duty to our neighbour, furely there muft 
be fomething due from us to our Maker. 
Our duty to our neighbour (not to mention 
now the pofitive command of God) is found- 
ed upon our relation to him as our fellow 
creature, as one of the fame fpecies with our- 
felves. He then who made both, muft cer- 
tainly have .a juft claim of duty from both, 
arifing from a relation between a Creator and 
a creature. This fcheme, therefore, to be 
konefl and upright in all our dealings with 
H 6 jciaakln^ 
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mankind, cannot be the way of falvation 
which God has appointed. 

Another comprehends fomething more ; 
namely, to be honeft in our dealings with 
others, and avoid every thing fcandalous and 
Tprofane. But this fcheme is almoft as de- 
feftive as the other; leaving out the whole of 
our duty to God, except the not abufing 
him by open profatienefs. And the advo- 
cates for it, perhaps, avoid all profanenefs, 
more from refpeft to man than God ; not 
from reverence to the moft High, but be- 
caufe they find it neceffary to be a little de- 
cent in their conduft, when in the prefence 
of others. To abftain from what is grofsly 
fcandalous, is certainly right; but to fup- 
pofe that we then perform the whole of our 
duty, is to advance what is by no mean» 
true ; for we may be free from all fcandalous 
fins, and yet have nothing of the fear and 
love of God, nor readincfs to obey him in 
all things, which all rational beings owe 
him from the very conftitution of their na* 
ture. But fartlier, this, at beft, is only a 
negative obedience. It is only to abftain 
from fome things which are forbidden, not 
to do what is commanded. It is abfurd 
therefore to imagine it to be the method of 
falvation which God has appointed. But 
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fuppofing nothing more was Fequired of us 
for the future, than to render to alt their 
dues, and abftain from every thing fcandalous 
and profane, how are we to be pardoned, 
or atone for what is pall ? The debt we have 
contrafted by our fins, both of nature and 
praftice, is ftill againft us ; no fatisfaflion i» 
hereby made to the offended Majefty of 
heaven ; fo that the dreadful fentence is ftitl 
in force : "By the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation. Curfed 
is he that continueth not in all things that 
are written in the book of the law to do 
them. The wages of fin is death. The 
wicked fhall go away into evcrlafting pu- 
nifhmeht." 

Others imagine they may be accepted with 
God by repentance; and therefore determine 
to repent. But the moft, who hold thfs 
opinion, only determine, Aever ferioufly put 
in execution what they acknowledge to be 
neceflTary. They determine, and determine, 
and fix upon this time, and then defer, and 
afterwards put off, and fo nothing is done 
when death comes — and then their ftate is 
determined for ever: for there is no re- 
pentance in the grave. Of the few, how- 
ever, in comparifon, who not only deter- 
ipine> but aA, it may be aiked, what th^ 
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mean by repentance ? To be forry, they 
will fay» for what is^ palV, and avoid the 
future. But this fcheme is as defeftiye, 
and therefore as unlikely to.fucceed as the 
former; for it does not provide a fatisfac- 
tion for the tranfgreffion of the divine law. 
The throne of God is eflablifhed in righte- 
oufnefs ; and therefore juft and true are, 
and muft be, all his ways. Sin being com- 
mitted againft him, his juftice demands, and 
muft and will have fatisfaftion. Sin is an 
offence againft an infinite Being, and there- 
fore requires an atonement of infinite value. 
But forrow for the commiflion of fin is by 
no means fo. It is, at beft, but the fmcere 
contrition of a finite being, a poor worm of 
the duft, and feldom of long duration. And 
to abftain from the like, for the future, can- 
not merit, for it is only to perform what is 
juftly due. So that, upon this fcheme, after 
we have done all, we are unprofitable fer- 
vants, and ftill condemned by the law of 
God. 

But the well-wifhers to this fcheme gene- 
rally fuffer themfelves to be deceived, through 
a negleft to examine it. For what they 
call a forrow for fin, is generally nothing 
more than an uneafinefs arifing from the 
^/car of puniflioient. When in his more fc- 
f^ rious 
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rious hours, in the time officknefs, or while 
death and eternity are thought near, confci- 
cnce fets before a perfon the fins of his paft 
life, his manifold violations of the divine 
law, and the threatenings of the Lord againfi: 
finners; an apprehenfion of danger will 
arife, which is generally accompanied with 
uneaiinefs of mind, and a refolution to ab« 
llain from fin for the future. But this fel- 
dom in comparifop proceeds from a forrow 
for his fin as diftic-ioujrable to God, odious 
in his fightj and vile l:i jtfelf, but from the 
fear of the punifliment it is acknowledged to 
deferve. And the refolution made to ab- 
ftain from it, for the future, feldom arifes 
from a hatred of it for what it is in itfelf, 
but becaufe it has brought him into danger; 
and he thinks he has more reafon to expeft 
forgivenefs if he abftains from, than if he 
continues in it. Accordingly, when his 
more fcrious moments are paft, when fick- 
nefs is removed, and he apprehends death 
and eternity at a diftance, his fears vanifh, his 
refolution is broken. Such are the effefts of 
what is too often called repentance. But 
if fuch a repentance is of any avail in the 
fight of God, we need not defpair of the 
fafety even of Judas; for he readily made 
confcflion of his fins — frankly declared to 
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the diief priefts, I have finned, in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood. He was lorry 
for what he had done ; the remembrance cf 
it was attended with dreadful agonies and 
bitter remorfc. Moreover, he made rellitu-^ 
tion of what he had received; he returned 
the thirty pieces of filver, the dear-bought 
price of his treafon* Yet, notwithftanding 
his forrow, remorfe, confeflion, and rellitu- 
tion, he was proved the fon of perdition, and- 
accordingly went to his own place. 

Multitudes, in the decline of life, after 
they have enjoyed the world as much as they 
could, fenfiblc that they cannot have many 
years to live, and that it is neceiTary to pra- 
vide for eternity, begin to deny themfelves 
in fome things they once much relifhed, and 
to attend the ordinances of religion. From 
thefe views, they fcrupuloufly prefent them- 
felves at public worfhip, admit no company 
on the Lord's day, and read a chapter or 
.two in the Bible. When a littie feafoned to 
this new way, they appear at the celebration 
of the Lord's Supper, and then think them- 
felves in the favour of God ; that their fins 
will be forgiven them, and they fhall be 
happy after death. Alas ! little do they 
confider that in all this there is only the. fha- 
dow of religion — that though they have 

fome thing 
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fomething of the form, they are ftrangers to 
the power of godlinefs — that the heart is ftill 
unchanged — that they are without the grand 
diftinguifliing mark of a real Chriftian's love 
to God and their neighbour — and that, though 
they talk of Chrift, and being faved by him, 
the only ground of their hope is, that they 
are outwardly reformed. Many, feeing that 
it is impofEble for man, in his fallen ftate, 
to obey the law perfeftly, conclude, that 
only a fincere obedience to it is required^ 
They fuppofe that the benefit of Chrift's 
death extends to all ; that all will be deli- 
vered from the curfe of the law, if they be- 
lieve that Chrift died for finners ; and that 
the method of being juftified in the fight of 
God, and obtaining a title to eternal life, r» 
by fincerely obeying his law. But this is 
to make falvation, not of grace, but of 
tvorks, contrary to the exprcfs declaration of 
the apoftle, " By the deeds of the law Ihall 
no flefli be juftified in his fight.*' Rom. iir. 
ao. " If righteoufnefs cometh by the law, 
then Chrift is dead in vain.*' Galat. ii. 21. 
Moreover, as the judgment of God is ac- 
cording to truth, and all whom he juftifies 
are entitled to eternal happinefs, becaufc 
they are found righteous in his fight; If we 
arc juftified by our fincere obedience, there 

muft 
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muft be as much merit in our fincere obe-' 
dience^ as will entitle us to eternal life* But 
our fincere obedience is imperfeft and tem- 
porary; and heaven, as the portion of the 
juftified, is a perfeft and eternal reward ^ 
therefore we are not entitled to eternal hap- 
pinefs by our fincere obedience^ and fo are 
not thereby juftified in the fight of God. 
But, if we are juftified by works, it can be 
only by a perfeft obedience : for there is not 
the leaft relaxation in the rigour of the law,, 
in favouf- of a fincere obedience, or in confi- 
deration of the natural pronenefs of our 
hearts to evil: and confideri ng the unchangcr 
ablenefs of God, and of the relation mzth 
bears to him as a creature to a Creator, thefe 
cannot be. But, on the contrary, ** Mofe* 
defcribetb the righteoufnefs which is of the 
law, that the man which doeth thefe things 
fliall live by them/' Rom» x. 5. Doeth 
what things? The things contained in the 
law; all, every one of them who afts in all 
things, according to their true meaning;, 
tliat is, obeys them rn thought, word, and 
deed, without the leaft defe£t or failure. 
Since he only,, who thus doeth thofe things, 
fliall live by them,, fliall be juftified by his 
works: for it is written, " curfed is every 
one tliat continueth not in all tilings that are 

written; 
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written in the book of the law to do them.'* 
Agreeable to which St. James declares^ 
** wbofoever (hall keep the whole law, and 
yet ofFend in dne point, he is guilty of all.'^ 
But this perfeA obedience is not performed 
by us ; for, as the fame apoftic obferves, " In 
many things we all o^end." And all thefe 
fchemes labour under this great difadvan-^ 
tage. They make no fatisfa£lion to God 
for the tranfgrefGon of his law by iin ; and 
fo tend to overthrow the feveral opinions 
they are brought to efiablifh ; namely, the 
neceffity of works of any kind, whether per- 
fect or imperfe£l, lincere or hypocritical, ia 
order to juftification. For, if the Almighty 
can, coniiflently with his juftice, pardon our 
fins, without having fatisfa£lion made to 
him for the tranfgreffion of his ^ law, it 
can be no aft of injufticc in him to juftify 
and entitle us to eternal life, whether w« do 
a*iy works to juftify ourfclves or no. But 
if we would preferve the juftice of God invio- 
late, the rotten foundation on which thefe 
fchemes are built, is evident: for they eitlier 
fuppofe God to give us a perfeft, eternal re- 
ward, for an imperfeft, temporary fervice; 
or they fuppofe God has made that the con- 
dition of our juftiiication, which we are un- 
able to perform ; namely^ a perfe£t obedience 

t% 
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to the law. No wonder then that not one 
of them is to be found, as the way of falva^^ 
tion which God has appointed. 

Suppofe now that an Ifraelite, bitten by 
one of the fiery ferpents, had endeavoured to 
cure himfclf, difdaining or negkfting to 
look to the brazen ferpent which Mofes had 
fet up; -what, think you, would have been 
the confequence ? Alas I all his art, all his 
endeavours, would have been in vain, as his 
wound was mortal, and neglefting the remedy 
which the Almighty Phyfician had prefcrr- 
bed, he muft have periflied. In like manner, 
3P7hofoever trulls to be pardoned and ac- 
cepted with God, on any other account, 
than for the obedience trnto death of Jefus 
Chrift, will find himfclf fatally miftakem 
This is the remedy which God has provided. 
Chrift was lifted up, or crucified, that whofa- 
ever belieyeth in him Ihould not perifli ; fo 
that whofocver believeth not iii him mull 
perifli. Ye do err, fays our Lord, not 
knowing the Scriptures. This, though 
principally direfted to the Scribes and Phari- 
fees, is equally applicable to the bulk of 
mankind. For want of fearching then^ 
we entertain ftrange notions of the mercy of 
God. We catch at fuch expreflions.as thefe: 
*' There is forg^Lveiicik with him — he will n&t 

ba 
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Ic extreme to mark what is done amifs — he 
clefireth not the death of a finner, but rather 
that he fhould return and live — he willeth 
that all men fhould be faved> and come to 
the knowledge of the truth" — and without 
conlidering their true meaning, their relation 
to other Scriptures, and their conneftion 
with the promife and threatenings of God; 
we carry our thoughts of his loving kindnefs 
to fuch a height, as to lofe fight of his 
juftice. Would we fearch the Scriptures, 
and aik for that wifdom which alone is pro- 
fitable to direft, we might avoid fo grofs an 
error. They would inform us that he is a 
God of truth — that his ways are equal- 
that he will not alter the thing that is gone 
out of his lips — that he will in no wife clear 
the guilty. In order therefore to preferve 
the juftice of God, it was neceflary that fa- 
tisfafltion fhould be made to his offended 
majefty, for the violation of the law. Our 
blefTed Lord therefore fays, *• it behoved 
Chrift to fufFer." Luke xxiv. 46. And in 
the words of the text, " As Moies lifted up 
the ferpent in the wildernefs, even fp muflr 
the Son of man be lifted up.'* There was 
a neceflity for it ; and what that neceflity 
was, St. Paul declares, " that God might be 
jufb, and tlie juflifier of him that believeth ia 

Jefus. 
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Jcfus. To declare his righteoufnefs.** Rom* 
iii. 26. that is, to declare, make it known 
to all the world, that God is righteous and 
juft, and does not pardon fin without having 
fatisfaftion made to his juftice. He had de- 
clared his full determination to punifh fin 
with death ; and yet " he fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten-Son, that 
whofover believeth in himlhould not perifh." 
But why did he give him to die? That he 
might be juft, and yet fin might be punifhed 
—that his juftice might be prcfervcd invio- 
late, and yet man not perifh. 

Let us then correft our improper no- 
tions of the mercy -of God, and remember, 
though he is infinitely merciful, he is like- 
wife infinitely juft* If a prince was to 
caufe it to be folemnly proclaimed through 
all his dominions, that he would punilh with 
death every rebel, from the higheft to the 
loweft of his fubjefts; and neverthelefs, 
Ihould frequently pardon one or more of 
thofe who rebelled againft his legal authority; 
could his word be takeii ?" Could there be 
any reliance upon what he faid? In like 
manner, the God of truth has commanded it 
to be proclaimed to every rational creature, 
that whofoever believeth in his Son fhall be 
feved, but whofoever believeth not (hall be 

damned« 
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damned. To imagine then, that though we 
refufc to believe in his Son, whofe obedience 
unto death is the alone meritorious caufe of 
the pardon of fin and eternal life, he will 
make his holy word truckle to our obftinate 
perverfenefs, fooner than^we Ihould perifli ; 
what is it but to fuppofe that the moft high 
God can deny himfelf, and is capable of be- 
coming a liar. 

From hence, then, it is undeniably evi- 
dent, that a decent life, what is alfo generally 
called repentance — a regular attendance upoa 
the ordinances of God — or indeed any 
works which we are able to do — cannot fa- 
tisfy for our fins, and juftify us in his fight; 
but that, if ever we are pardoned and made 
happy hereafter, it muftbe by believing in the 
death and merits ofjefus Chrift, " whom God 
hath fet forth a propitiation for the remiflioa 
of fins that are paft, through faith in his 
blood ; and by whofe obedience many fliall 
be made righteous.'* 

Does our Lord fay, ** that he was lifted up, 
that we might be faved by our works ? No ; 
but that whofoever belicveth in him fhould 
not perifh." If any one can fatisfy for his 
paft fins, and perfeflly obey the whole law, 
he has, indeed, no occafion to truft to the 
(acrifice and righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, 
2 but 
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but may, at the day of judgment, boldly lift 
wp his head, and fay to his judge, *' Lord, 
fin cannot be laid to my charge; for I have 
atoned for all that I have done amifs. Let 
others rejoice in thy mercy, I do not want it- 
Behold, I have obeyed thy law to the utmofl 
tittle of its demands, and therefore claim 
eternal life as a debt due to my merits. Let 
others boaft in thy righteoufnefs, I have no 
need of thy falvation." 

Arc you (hocked at thefc expreilions ? you 
can fcarcely avoid it. Yet in fuch language 
does the heart of every one fpeak, who ex- 
pcfts . to be faved by any works of his own. 
But though it is evident from the word of 
truth, that we cannot be juftified by our 
works, yet many are unwilling to give them 
up ; they cannot be perfuaded that they have 
no fhare in our j unification, and that we are 
ju^ifiedby faith only. They are therefore 
willing that each Ihould have a Ihare in our 
juftification; and accordingly fuppofe that 
we are juftified partly by faith and partly by 
works. But this is only to remove the 
difficulty one degree backward. For if we 
cannot perfeftly obey the law, becaufe it 
requires the obedience of the whole heart, 
and our hearts are, more or lefs, fet againft 
it; for the fame reafon, we cannot obey a 

part 
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part of it. Bat nothing, except tliat which 
is perfcft, can merit; and dierefore our 
works can have no fhare in our juftiiication. 
The apoftle particularly excludes them from 
any part in this matter. ** By grace arc ye 
faveci, through faith ; and that not of your- 
felves, it is the gift of God ; not of works, 
left any man (hould boaft." Ephef. ii. 8, 9. 
** And if by grace, then it is no more of 
works ; otherwife grace is no more grace." 
Rom. xi. 6. Whoever fuppofes that our 
works have any fhare in our juftification 
gives reafon to fufpeft that he is grofsly ig- 
norant of the divine law, and the depravity 
of the human heart. It is ftrange that any 
one who reads that the law of God requires 
a perfeft obedience — that, By nature, every 
imagination of the heart of man is only evil 
continually — and that, even in thofe who 
are born again, the flelh lufteth againft the 
Spirit, continually fullying and fpoiiing all its 
aftions; (hould imagine that any thing we 
can do, can recommend or entitle us to the 
divine favour, can help to obtain the pardon 
of fin, and merit an eternity of happinefs. 
Our church fpeaks a language much more 
fuitable to the condition of fallen man. In 
the beginning of the Litany, flic teaches us to 
addrefs the divine Being in thpfc words ; 
I *^Q^ 



170 THE PRINCIPLES 

" God, the Father of heaven, have mercy 
upon us, miferable linners." She teaches us 
to acknowledge that we have broken all his 
commandments, and to fupplkate his grace 
that we may aft more agreeably to them for 
the future, " Lord have mercy upon us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law." When 
we approach the table of the Lord, we arc 
taught to declare, *• we do not prefume to 
come to this tliy table, trufting in our own 
righteoufnefs, but ill thy manifold and great 
mercies ;" and his manifold and great mer« 
cies are plainly expreflcd to be ** the redemp- 
tion of the world by the death of Jefus 
Chrift — which was a full, perfeft, and fuffi- 
cient facrifice, oblation, and fatisfaftion for 
the fins of the whple world/' But what 
an abfurdity is it to fay, that Chrift's obe- 
dience unto death was a full, perfeft, and fuf- 
ficient facrifice for the fins of the whole 
world, and yet that our works are necefllary to 
procure our falvation, or to merit any part of 
our juftification ? She has given her fenfe of 
this matter in her eleventh article : ** We arc 
accounted righteous before God only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, by 
faith, and not for our own works ordefervings^ 
wherefore that we are juftified by faith only, 
is a wholefome doftrine, and very full of 

comfort, 
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comfort, as it is more hrgely cxprelfcd in 
tlie Homily of juftification." In which 
Homily Ihe farther explains her meaning ; 
*',Chrifl: is now the righteoufnefs of all them 
that do truly belierc in him; he for them 
paid their ranfom by his death ; he for them 
fulfilled the law in his life." Whofoever 
therefore would perfuade you, that you can 
be faved any other way than by faith only in 
the death and merits of Jefus Chrift; let his 
ftation in life be what it may — let his abili- 
ties be ever fb great — his profeffion ever fo 
facred ; he is ignorant of the doft nines of 
the church of England, knows little of 
the Scriptures, and lefs of his heart. In 
point of religion let no fuch man be trufted. 
You cannot indeed embrace his opinions but 
a^ the peril of your eternal falvation ; an^ 
that furely is too much to hazard, in com- 
pliance to the name of any perfon. 

To know how we are to be pardoned 
and accepted with God, is undoubtedly of 
the laft importance. An happy or mifera- 
blc eternity in a great meafure depends upon 
it. If we embrace and adhere to what 
God has appointed, we may expeft that 
our labour fhall not be in vain; but, if neg- 
lefting this, we truft to any thing elfe, we 
iave too much reafon to believe that we (hall 
1 2. Ssssai^^ 
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filially miicarry. Search then the Scriptures 
that you may know the will of God in this 
great fiindaiiiental article. And may he, by 
his Holy Spirit, who diftated them, give yoa 
to find It; and having found it, may he 
enable you to cleave to it, againft all oppo- 
fition, with full purpofe of heart. 



D I S^ 
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DISCOURSE V. 

ON JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 



JOHN iii. 145 15. 



As Mofgs lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs^ 
evenfo muji the Son of man be lifted up^ that 
whofoever believeth in himjhould not perijhy 
but have everlajiing life. 

THAT we can be faved only by faith in 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, is plainly and 
peremptorily declared in the text, and has 
been abundamly confirmed by Scripture and 
reafon. Whoever has any acquaintance with 
bimfelf, confiders that the law is holy, juft, 
and good, and that an holy and juft God 
will and can accept of nothing in order to 
the juftification of a finner, but what is per- 
fect, muft defpair of being pardoned and 
juftified by any righteoufnefs of his own, 
eitljer wholly or in part ; and if he thinks 
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of the violent oppofitioii which has been 
made to the doftrine of juftification by faith 
only, in every age of Chriftianity, he may 
at leaft fufpeft it to be the method of falva- 
tion which God has appointed. For, why 
has it been oppofed ? becaufe it is irratio- 
nal ? undermines the good of fociety ? or 
weakens the bonds of morality ? No. When 
duly examined, it will be found to be the 
only rational fcheme of religion, that it pro- 
motes, better than any other, the good of 
fociety, and beft confuks the interefts of 
morality. All the cunning of ihfidetity, 
joined to all the malice of hell, have been 
employed againft it, but Co no purpofe ,. 
have tried to fix on it the moft infamous 
characters, but in vain. Whence then this 
oppolition? Becaufe it ftrikes at the roo&of 
human pride — ^ftrips man of his fancied d^ 
nity — (hews him he is by nature and prac* 
ticc a rebel — has not the leaft claim to me- 
rit, or ability to fave himfelf — and that he 
cannot be pardoned and made happy here- 
after, but by fubmitting, as a condemned 
criminal, to the mercy of God, and accep- 
ting eternal life as a free gift. Becaufe it 
tends to weaken the interefts of Satan — to 
pull down his ftrong-holds — to deliver his 
prifoncTS from their wiMing captivity, and 
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tranflale them intjo tlie kingdom of Jefu$ 
Chrift. Thcfe arc the principal rcafons why 
it has been oppofed in aU ages : according- 
ly, from the firft publication of it, " the 
God of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which belirve not, left the light of 
the gloriotts goi^l of Cli^rift, who is the 
image of God, ihoold ihinc unto them.'* 
IL Cor, iv. 4. 

It 16 comiacnly objeAed to this do£lrihe, 
that it encourages licentioufneft, and opens 
a door to all manner of wickednefs ; (ince 
it implies (it is faid) that if we have but 
fiiith, it does not fignify how We live, fiot 
to argue thus, difcovers a total ignorance of 
tbf fcriptural account of the nature of that 
faith which juftifies. For the fiiith, of which 
the Scriptures fpeak as neceflary in order to 
juftificatioiiy ia as certainly joined with good 
works, as a good tree brings forth good 
fruit. If faith ia not accompanied with a 
Kfe of holineis, they declare it to be dead, 
to avail nothing : it is, then, no more than 
an opinion, feated in the head, and not what 
they define it, " the fubilance of things ho- 
ped for, the evidence of things not feen." 
Heb. xi. I. It is, then, the refult bf mere 
rational evidence, and confined to the un- 
derftanding; not the efied of the fame 
1 4 "Y^-^^^ 
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power which raifed up Chrift from the dead, 
and habitually influences the whole man, 
his underilanding, his will, and his affec- 
tions. This ©bjeftion, we naaj obferve, 
though very popular, which every one rai(es» 
who goes about to eftablifh his own righte- 
oufnefs — which every libertine has in his 
mouth, is by no means new; it has ac- 
companied the doftrine from the preaching 
of the apoftlcs to the prefent day. St. Paul 
(Rom. vi.) introduces a perfbn 4:avillmg in* 
this manner. If we are }uftified .by faiths 
we may continue in fin that grace may 
abound. Inftead of endangering our final 
ftate, it will only magnify the grace of God ; 
fince the more numerous, the more abomiH 
nable our fins may be, the more confpicu- ' 
oufly will the mercy of God appear in par- 
doning them. Does the apoflle ^gree with 
this? By no means; on the contrary, he 
ftrenuoufly Condemns this conclufibn, and 
introduces his anfwer with an abhorrence 
and deteftation of it. " God forbid ; how 
Ihall we that are dead to fin, live any longer 
therein ? Know ye not, that fo many of us 
as were baptized into Jefus Chrift, were 
-baptized into his death?" The death of 
Jefus Chrift was to abolifli fin; and this 
defigti of his we promifed to endeavour to 

carry 
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carry on, by the affiftance of his grace, when 
we became devoted to him by baptifm. 
*♦ How then can we, who are," by pro- 
feffion, *' dead to fin, live any longer there- 
in ?" So far from allowing ourfelves in the 
pra£tice of any thing finfal, ** we are buried 
with him, by baptifm, into death ;" to the 
death and dcftruftion of all fin ; ** that, like 
as Chrift was raifed from the dead, by the 
glory of the Father, even fo we alfo (hould 
walk in newnefs of life." The apoftlc 
likewife fuppofcs that every Chriftian is, not 
only byprofeflion,dead unto fin, but is alfo by 
grace aftually delivered from the tyrannical 
power of it; and accordingly, he affures 
them, "fin (hall not have dominion over 
you, for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace." Byneglefting to walk according to 
the rule of God's commandments, 'you not 
only may, but moft probably will be fur- 
prifed into the commiflion of it, and, for a 
time, be held under its bondage ; but, if you 
confcientioufly ufe the appointed means of 
grace, it will never recover an abfolute power 
over you. ** When ye were the fervants of 
fin, ye were free from righteoufnefs," Ye 
were then entirely under its dominion, with- 
out the power or will to do any thing tha^ is 
good J ** but now being made free from fin, 
I 5 and 
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and become the fervants of God," by fairft 
in Chrift Jcfus, '* ye have your fruit unto 
holinefs, and the end (of believing and walk- 
ing according to the divine will) is cverlaft- 
ing life I" 

Agreeable to this rcafoning of the apoftle, 
is the doArine of our church. The bap- 
tized perfon declares he is by faith brought 
into aftate of falvation through Jefus Chrift; 
which is to declare, in other words, that he 
is faved by faitli only. Docs he now ima- 
jgine that he may live at large, becaufe he 
trufts to be pardoned and accepted with God, 
only through the death and obedience of 
Jefus Chrift ? So far from it, he promi(es 
and vows to renounce the devil and all his 
works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, and all the finful lufts of the flefh ; 
and to keep God's holy will and command- 
ments, and walk in tlie fame all the days of 
his life. 

Beiides, a faving faith is alvirays preceded 
by a fenfe of the evil and danger of fin. Till 
we are brought to a full perfuafion of its ex- 
poling us to the wrath of God, and that we 
cannot be faved without trufting wholly to 
the death and merits of Jefus Chrift, we fhall 
never cameftly apply to him as a Saviour* 
We cannot fuppofe that the IfraeHte looked 



OF -C HKIST lANITY. 179 

fiit a cure to the brazen ferpent, till he felt 
he was wounded by the fiery ferpents, and 
knew that the bites of them were dan- 
gerous. And, even when fenfible of thefe 
things, he would hardly have ufed that ap- 
pointed remedy, till he was perfuaded he 
could be cured no other way. In like man- 
ner, till wc are duly fenfible of the great evil 
and danger of fin, we (hall not fee the want 
of a Saviour. ** They that are whole have 
no need of a phyfician.'* They who are 
righteous in their own eyes; or cannot fee 
any great harm they have done, will be ready 
to think that they can make fatisfadion to 
God, and be, at leail, juftified by their own 
righteoufnefs. Aiui indeed they will not 
look to Chrift for relief, and even when they 
have fome idea of the evil and danger of fin, 
(b long as they imagine that rcmorfe and 
forfow will atone for what is paft, or any 
works of their own recommend them to the 
favour 6f God. Faith tlierefore implies a 
preceding fenfe of the evil and danger of 
fin — that it inevitably tends to the deftruc- 
tion of the foul, expofing it to the wrath of 
God and eternal mifery — and that there is 
no recovery from this dreadful ftate but by 
trufting wholly to the propitiation which 
God -has a|>pointed| even the death of his 
1^ w^c\ 
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only begotten Son; and evidencing the 
leality of this truft, by a life of obedience 
to his commands. Can you now imagine 
that a peffon who fees things in this light, 
will venture to live licentioufly— can wil- 
fully return to his former vices and follies, 
and perhaps commit all manner of wicked- 
nefs with greedinefs? What! when he knows 
that he provokes God to cut him off; and 
that if he fhould die in fuch a ilate he muft 
be for ever miferable ? The Ifraelite who . 
had been cured of his wounds, no doubt 
remembered the fmart and anguifh of them. 
And can you fuppofe he would have chofen 
to go again among the ferpents, have played 
with, taken pleafure in, and lived among 
them, when he was fo well affured of the 
fatal confeqence ? You cannot imagine fuch 
an abfurdity. In like manner, the true 
Chriftian has felt the guilt and danger- of 
fin. He knows what it is to have a wound- 
ed confcience, to fear the teirois of an 
avenging God. He has, in bitternefs and 
anguilh of foul, adopted fuch expreffions as 
thefe ; " Thine arrows flick faft in me, and 
thine hand prefleth me fore. There is no 
foundnefs in my flefti, becaufe of th'ine an- 
ger; neither is there any reft in my bones, 
)>ecaufe of my fin. For mine iniquities are 
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gone over my head ; as an heavy burden 
they are too heavy for me to bear." Pf. 
xxxviii. 2 — 4. The remembrance of thrs, 
caufes, more or lefs, a deteftation of fin 
which occafioned it, and a watchfulnefs, left 
he (hould again be overcome by it. St. 
Paul, fpeaking of a faving faith, calls it 
** faith which worketh by love." Gal. v. 6, 
Our Lord fays, ** he that hath my command- 
ments and keepeth them, he it is that lovcth 
me/' Johnxiv. 21. And again, "If a man 
love me, he will keep my words," ver. 23. 
" This is the love of God (fays the apoftle 
John) or the grand evidence that we love 
God," *' that we keep his commandments.** 
I. John V. 3. So that the faith which faves 
produces obedience. It is not an aflent to 
the truth of the gofpel, arifing merely from 
the deduftions of reafon, but from fuch a 
view of fpiritual things, as influences the 
will and afFeftions to the habitual choice of 
and delight in them; and is accompanied 
with a life of holinefs, from a principle of 
love and gratitude. 

The believer trufts that his fins are par- 
doned by the death of Jefus Chrift — that he 
is accepted with God, and Ihall enjoy an 
eternity of happinefs, for the fake of the 
Redeemer's merits. Moreover, this tcv>& \s. 
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attended with love and gratitude, occafioned 
by the coniideration of what he has already 
received, and ftili hopes for. What connec- 
tion now is there between this difpolition of 
mind and a diflblute life? What encourage^- 
ment can this hope, thus founded,, poflitily 
give to licentioufnefs ? Soppofe a perfbn wa» 
caft into prifon for a large debt, of which 
be was unable to pay the leaft part. Sappofe 
him, farther, without any relation or friend, 
who could help him in the leaft degree ; and 
he had no reafon to expe£l but that be ihould 
live and die in a difmal dungeon, expofed to 
mifery and want. If a ftranger having heard 
of, and pitying him in his wretched circum- 
ftances, fhould viiit himf difcharge his debt, 
deliver him from prifon, and, moreover, 
give him a title to a coniiderable eftate, 
would this goodnefs incline him to ufe his 
benefaftor ill? Would this kindnefs, beyond 
all he could polTibly have expected, and al- 
moft wiflied, influence him to aft ungrate- 
fully ? We may rather fuppofe it would over- 
whelm him with wonder and gratitude — that 
thenceforward his benefaftor's will would be 
his law — that he would ftudy to know, and 
endeavour to conform himfelf to it, in all 
things. 

Confidcr 
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Confider now the cafe of a finner in hi^ 
blood, fenfibic that he is condemned by the 
law of God, and fearful that the fentence of 
it Ihould be executed againft him— -convinced 
of his inability to deliver himfelf from this 
wretched ftate, and defpairing of the mercy 
of God. In this extremity, it is difcovered 
to him that Chrift was made a facrifke for 
fin — that there is forgivenefs, through his 
blood, even for the chief of finners. He is 
raifed from defpair, encouraged to apply for 
mercy, and to hope that though his fins have 
been as fcarlct, they may be white as fnow- 
He is given to rely upon the word of God^ 
and, in time, to believe that this atonement 
was made for him — that his fins are par- 
doned by it; and not only fo, but that, be- 
ing juftified by faith, he has peace (reconci- 
liation) with God — that God has for ever 
turned away his wrath from him, and will 
henceforth treat him as a friend — will confi- 
der and deal with him as a righteous pcrfon, 
for the fake of the obedieiK:e of Chrift — that 
he is, by faith, made an heir of glory, an 
heir of God, a joint-heir with Chrift. What 
influence, think you, will this fenfe of 
things have on him? Will it incline him to 
return with the dog to his vomit — to wallow 
in fenfuality — to give his heart to the v<^^\si^ 
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and trample under foot the authority of 
God? No, furely; will it not ratlier fill him 
with wonder at the mercy and goodnefs of 
God, and conftrain him to a cheerful, grate- 
ful, univerfal obedience? Under fimilar views 
the language of the apoftle was, ** Lord, what 
wouldft thou have me to do?" The love of 
Chrift conftraineth us,becaufe we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead ; 
and that he died for all, that they which 
live, fhould not henceforth live unto them- 
fclves, but unto him who died for them, 
and rofe again." II. Cor. v. 14, 15, Nor 
IS this a Angular cafe. The experience of 
every age and hour proves it has this in* 
fluence. Faith worketh by love, faith the 
apoftle. He that loveth me, faith our Lord, 
will keep my commandments. But can a 
man exprefs his love by difobedience ? it is 
therefore a contradiftion to fuppofe that per- 
fon grateful to his Redeemer, who can allow 
bimfelf in a life of finfulnefs. The conduft 
of a believer is widely different. The fenfc 
of the mercies vouchfafed him — of the mi- 
fery from which he is refcued — and of the 
hopes of glory fet before him, fubdues his 
heart to the love of God in Chrift. He ab- 
hors the ingratitude of offending his Maker, 
Snd defires to live to him and his glory. He 
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endeavours to promote it to the utmoft of his 
power, and labours that every thought and wifh 
may be brought in fubjedion to his will. 

Moreover, the perfon who believes in 
Chrift is previoufly changed in heart. ** As 
many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become . the fons of God, even to them 
who believe on hii name ; which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flefti, 
nor of tlie will of man, but of God." John 
i. 12, 13. So that the natural enmity of 
his heart to what is good, is fubdued, and 
he delights in the law of the Lord after the 
inward man. Now as by nature we purfue 
the things we like beft, fo it is by grace. 
And as the real believer delights in the law 
of God, he cannot give himfelf up to K- 
ccntioufnefs, for that is contrary to his in-* 
clination. The flefh indeed lufteth againft 
the Spirit, and the Spirit againft the flelh, 
and thefe are contrary to, or at war with 
each other ; and therefore, if the believer 
neglefts the ufe of the appointed means, the 
flefti will, for a time, prevail. But though 
be may be drawn into temptation, over- 
come, and led captive, through careleflhefs 
or furprife, his general walk will be in the 
path of holinefs, in an endeavour to keep a. 

confciencc 



its THE PRINCIPLES 

confcience void of oStnct towards God and 
man. 

If faith was nothing more than a mere 
aiicnt to the truth of the Gofpel in general, 
or to a few proportions contained in the 
New Teftament, or to a finglc one in parti- 
cular ; ify for infiance, every one who was 
perfuaded in his own mind that Chrifi died 
for finnerSy and rofe again, fhonld be faved 
—the dreadful confequences which nsnj 
apprehend from the doArine of juftificatioa 
by faith only, would almoft inevitably follow^: 
for if» while his natural enmity to what it 
good remains, a man can believe that his 
final ftate is fafe, becaufe be acknowkdges 
Chrift for a Saviour, the propenfity of his 
heart to what is evil, will draw him to the 
commiflion of it, and he will, moft proba-> 
bly, allow himfelf in a life contrary to the 
nature and deiign of the Gofpel. But if we 
think, a faving faith is nothing more than 
acknowledging what is contained in tlie Gof- 
pel is true, and will then condemn the doc- 
trine of juftification by faith only, fuppo- 
iing it to lead to licentioufnefs, we fhould 
well remember, that the conclufion we make 
is not chargeable to tlie do6trine, but to our 
ignorance of it. 
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Simon, the forcercr, believed and was 
baptized, Aftsviii. 13. he acknowledged tho 
Gofpel to be truej that it came from hea- 
ven, yet his heart was not right in the iight 
of Godf ver. 21. but he was in the gall of 
bitternefs, and in the bond^of iniquity, ver. 
23. The devils believe and tremble at the 
conlideratioa that the Gofpel is true ; that 
** it is a faithful faying, and worthy of all 
.acceptation^ that Chrift Jefas came into the 
world to fave finners." I. Tkn. i. 15. Ne* 
verthelcfs, ** they are referved in everbfting 
chains under darknefs, unto the judgment 
of the great day.*' Jodc ver. 6. Tlieir hhii 
is a mere afle^t to the Gofpie}, or aa ae« 
knowledg'ttient that it is *rue. Her#d Ifeard 
John the Baptift^and didixiahy things gladly; 
yet he afterwards wilftilly murdered him^ 
at the foltcitation of an artfol damfel ; and 
was himfelf, not long after, fmotc by an 
angel of the Lord, for robbing htm of his 
glory. " The ftony ground hearers received 
the word with joy, yet having no root m 
themfelves, endured but for* a while.** " It 
is with the heart only that man believeth 
unto righteoufnefs.** Rom. x. 10. The 
faith by which we are juftified and have 
peace with God, habitually influences the 
whole man, his underftanding, his will, hi^ 
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afFcftions. " It is the gift of God ;" Ephef. 
ii. 8. '• wrought by . the working of his 
mighty power." Ephcf. i. 19. Moreover, 
if we confider that t4ic believer is *' created 
in Jefus Chrift urvto good works.". Ephef. 
ii. 10. we may Aid it one of the groflcft 
abfurdities to fuppofe that he can live licen- 
tioufly. It is to fuppofe him to aft habi- 
tually contrary to his inclinations — to fup- 
pofe, that after he has experienced the great 
danger of doing that which is evil, and has 
been enabled to love that whicli is good ; he 
fhould, contrary to his defires, void of all 
gratitude, and as it were, in defiance of the 
Almighty, habitually allow himfelf in what 
he knows will bring deftruftion on bis 
foul. 

It was proved that a man muft be born 
again, or he cannot enter the kingdom of 
heaven ; and we have feen that we cannot be 
faved by any works of our own, but only by- 
faith in Jefus Chrift. If we carefully con- 
fider thefe things, we may fee how they illuf- 
trate each other.. One end of all religion is 
to make men better; to c? raw them from the 
love and praftice of what is evil, to the love 
and praftice of what is good. That reli- 
gion therefore is certainly the beft, which 
i^ioft cfFcftually anfwers thefe purpofes ; and 

that 
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that muft be acknowledged to be good for 
nothing, or very indifferent, which leaves 
men juft as it found them; or, only re- 
training their outward conduft, makes them 
like whited fepulchres, beautiful perhaps 
without, but within full of all manner of 
uncleannefs. 

The true believer in Jefus Chrift re- 
nounces all pretenfions to merit in himfelf ; 
and feeing he is a finful creature, obnoxious 
to the wrath of God without a perfeft 
Tighteoufriefs, humbly and cheerfully cleaves 
to ftie declaration of mercy through a Me- 
diator. Why? becaufe he fees thefinfulnefs 
of his beft fervices, and the perfeftion of 
Chrift's obeaience, and knows that the 
judgment of God is according to truth. 
Does be lofe any thing by thus trufting to 
the mercies of God? No; but to his un- 
fpeakablc furprife and comfort, he finds his 
mind gradually enlightened, and his heart 
gradually changed. The Scriptures, which 
before were like a fcaled book that he could 
not underftand, now difcover to him the 
glorious excellencies and perfeftions of the 
moft High, the glory of God in the perfon 
cf Jefus. They were once flat and inlipid; 
but now h^ delights in them, fees in them 
un%eakable ^beauties, and meditates in the 
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fame day and night. The experietice of the 
mercy bellowed on him conftrains him to a 
grateful and univerfal obedience* And, as 
his faith increafes, he finds he is more 
dead to fin, and alive to God. This plainly 
points out to him where his happincfs is 
centered, namely, in God alone through 
Jefus Chrift. There then he endeavours 
to find it; and by unwearied and refolute 
purfuit, through the means of grace, per- 
ceives that he is more in love with fpiritual 
things, and more dead to the things of the 
world. Thus growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift, though 
his outward man decayeth, his inward man 
is renewed day by day ; and he is gradually 
prepared for an eternity of happinefs, greater 
than tongue can exprefs, or thought con- 
ceive. 

Confider now tlie cafe of one who does 
not tnift wholly to the obedience unto death 
of Jefus Chrift for pardon and juftification ; 
whether he avowedly rejefts this ^ty of 
falvation which God has appointed, or does 
not believe it with tlie heart, though he may 
acknowledge it to be true. He is commanded 
to love the Lord his God with all his hearty 
and with all his foul. Does he perform thit 
command ? He kiu>ws he does not ; he is 
2 fenfible 



OF CHRISTIANITY, x^t 

fenfible that he does not finc^rely aim at it. 
Some rcfolutions he may indeed form, and 
ivhich perhaps are not wholly broken through 
till the next objeft of advantage or pleafure 
prefents itielf. He is commanded to love his 
neighbour as himfelt Hov/ does he dif- 
charge this duty ? A trivial lofs will, at 
times, fill him with apprehenfions and fears of 
want, though the clamorous diflrefs of his 
neighbour will hardly prevail with him to 
part with a few pence. He is commanded 
not to love tlie world. Alas ! he can really 
love notliing elfe. We fuppofe he keeps to 
the form of private duties, attends at public 
ordinances with decency, and fometimcs 
imagines he has fatisfadion and comfort ia 
them. But does his fancied comfort equal 
the pleafure attending an increaie of wealth, 
the fmiles of the world, the latisfaftion of 
feeing an old acquaintance, or being early 
in the fafhion? It does not; he cannot 
ferve two mailers; and therefore, though he 
may carry it with civility to his Maker, the 
world has his heart. He is commanded to 
grow in grace; but he can give no evidence 
of any improvement be has made« If he 
has not gone back, he has juft as much re- 
ligion as he had feven years ago. How in- 
deed can it be otherwife ; when he is afraid 

of 
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of being righteous over much ? when he is 
continually calling out, furely that is not 
required ; certainly we may get to heayen 
without all this? If you fufpcft the truth 
of what I fay, look into the world, and you 
will fee it plainly in the conduct of thou- 
fands ; for once look into your own heart, 
and you may fee it there. It would be an 
affront to your underftanding to afk which 
of thofe two religions is the beft ; that 
which makes a man fuch as the word of 
God requires, or that which leaves him lit- 
tle or not at ail better than it found him. 
We have hence an unanfwerable proof that 
we can be juftified by faith only ; fincc the 
Holy Ghoft is given, under the preaching of 
this doftrinc, to work a change of heart ; and * 
the heart is never bleft with increafing holi- 
nefs, under the belief of any other. To at- 
tempt it, till we have faith in Chrift, will be 
in vain. The depravity of nature will baffle 
our utmoft endeavours. It is to attempt 
what we have no power to accomplifh ; to 
attempt what never was, nor can be done. 
On the other hand, wherever there is a 
true faith in Chrift, it is always accompanied 
with a change of heart. 

You fee, then, how abfurd it is to fay, 
that the doftrinc of juftificarion by faith only 

tends 
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tends to liccntioufnefs. On the contrary, 
the faith which juftifies, naturally produces 
good work&. It is the root and foundation 
of all holinefs both in heart and life ; info* 
much that all thofe a&ions, which thie world 
calls good, are of no avail in the fight of God, 
unlefs they proceed frpm the principle^ faith, 
in God through Jefus Chrift ; for, without 
faith, it is impoffible to pleafe God. You 
have likewife too much reafon to fear thai 
the oppofers of it, know not what it is-— 
that they have no intereft in the only way of 
falvation which God has appointed — in that 
Saviour who was lifted up, that whofoevcr 
believeth in him fhould not perifli, but have 
cverlafting life* May God awaken them to 
9 fenfe of their danger, and give them to 
fue for pardon, while the fceptre of mercy 
is held out* 

There are numbers who acknowledge the 
truth of this doftrine, and are ready to de- 
fend it on all occafions; yet it is to be 
feared that many, very many of them, do not 
believe it with that faith which accompanies 
falvation* Many are called believers, and 
think tliat they are, who "have yet no fcrip^ 
tural claim to that title* The important 
diftindion therefore is flill to be proved; 
namely, how we are to know, whether our 
K huh 
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faith is fuch as the Gofpel requires ; that is, 
vrhether we believe to the falvation of the 
foul. In this matter the Scriptures are our 
only fafe guide; and they declare that a 
faving faith has, among x^thers^ thefe re- 
markable properties. A faving faith puri- 
fies the heart. The Chriftian believes that 
his fins are pardoned through the death of 
Chrift, and that he is brought into a ftate of 
favour and acceptance with God. He' is 
alfo dej^ply fenfible of a law in his members, 
which ftrives to bring him back to his for- 
mer ftate of bondage, even into captivity to 
the law of fin ; and from which he has no 
affurance of being preferved, but by trufting 
to the promifes of God, and evidencing that 
he really trufts to them, by a circumfpeft 
condu£t, a confcientious ufe of the means 
appointed to that end. When he looks into 
himfelf, he finds nothing but weaknefs ; no 
fufficiency to withftand, no ability to help 
himfejf againft thofe dangerous and power- 
ful enemies, by which he is furrounded and 
alTaulted. .And moreover, he has a traitor 
within, ready and defirous to deliver him 
into their hands. When he confidcrs the 
promifes of tlie covenant, he fees that the 
grace of God is fufficicnt for him; and that 
whatever he alks in Chrift's name, believing, 

he 
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he (hall receive ; this emboldens him to ap- 
ply to the throne of grace, that he may ob- 
taia mercy, and find grace to help in every 
time of need. And he experiences, to his 
unfpeakable comfort, the faithfulnefs of God 
to his word ; for, according to his faith, fo is 
it done unto him. He receives ftrength from 
above, by which he grows in grace, and in 
an increafing conformity to the Divine will. 
Thus, a faving faith purifies the heart. 

It likewiie overcomes the world. The 
Chriftian eyes, by faith, the promifes of 
God ; " that he will give unto his ftieep 
eternal life — that eye hath not feen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive the things which God 
bath prepared for them that love him — that 
all who believe in him fhaU enter into the 
joy of their Lord — fhall inherit a king- 
dom prepared for them before the founda- 
tion of the world." He confiders, more- 
over, that " all the promifes of God in 
Chrift Jcfus are yea, and in him amen, 
to the glory of God — that they (hall cer- 
tainly be fulfilled — that the fame Almighty 
Being, who has declared he will give unto 
his fticep eternal life, has likewifc promifcd 
tliat none (hall pluck them out of his hands. 
And therefore, that they (hall be kept by 



196 THE PRINCIPLES 

the power of God, through faith unto fal« 
vatioii. 

Faith, in its efFcfts, ** is the fubftance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
feen.** Heb. xi. i. It realizes eternal things 
in their great weight and importance. It 
is not a mere notion, or aflent to fome 
fpeculative, uninterefting propofition, which 
pafles occaiionally in the underftanding ; 
but a firm perfuafion, rooted in the heart; 
and therefore, habitually influences the whole 
conduft. It is indeed the hinge on which 
the aftions of a Chriflian turn. This 
caufes him to come out from others, and 
be feparate ; and to live as to cuftoms, 
fafhions, recreations, like one who does 
not belong to fociety. This iingular con- 
du£): caufes many to think and fay, that 
he is beiide himfelf. Oppoiition from the 
world he expefls, and has, for '* all that 
will live godly in Chrifl Jefus, fhall fufier 
perfecution." II. Tim. iii. 12. He mani- 
feflsy by his condu£t, that he is not of 
the world, and therefore the world hates 
him. 

This is the true reafon why his adions 
arc groflly mifreprefented, and that violent 
endeavours are ufed to leflen him in the 
opinion of others. But the profpeft of 

temporaJi 
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temporal inconveniencies cannot fliake his 
refolution of preffing forward to the mark ; 
for fliould he fufFer ever fo much in his 
outward circuroftanccs, he knows he has 
an Almighty Friend, able to repair all his 
loiTes ; who has promifed.that he will never 
leave him nor forfake him^ and that he, 
who lofes any thing for his fake, ihall re- 
ceive an hundred fold. The frowns, the 
threats, or even the malice of the world, 
cannot alter his fettled purpofe; for he 
bates even father and mother^ when com- 
pared with bis foul and the Redeemer. Nor 
can^the fmiles and favours of the world draw 
him. Thefe, indeed, are more dangerous 
than its frowns and threats; but, he fears 
tlie dreadful hook concealed under thefe 
treacherous baits, and fhuns them as fnares 
intended to feparate between God and his 
foul. 

Thus, by faith he overcomes the world ; 
lightly efteeming the luft of the flefh, the 
luft of the eye, and the pride of life, when 
weighed in the balance with the great things 
of eternity. The hopes of gain, or ex- 
pectation of lofs; the allurements of the 
world, or its virulent oppofition ; the 
fmiles or malice of friends or relations 
move him not;* ** he counts them all as 
K 3 lofs 
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lofs or dung, that he may win Chrift ; 
and be found in him, not having his owa 
righteoufnefs," which could avail him no- 
thing, " but the righteoufnefs of Chrift,** 
which will entitle him, through grace, 
to eternal glory. He looks for happinefs, 
not to the things which are feen, but to 
the things whrch are not feen; for the 
things which are feen, are temporal; but 
the things which are not feen, are eternal. 

Happy they who have this faith, for 
to them are* the promifes fure. Happy 
they who fincerely defire to have it ; who 
hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, for 
they fhaJl be filled* Such only have a 
well grounded hope, that they are in a ftatc 
of falvation. For they who are indifferent 
about thefe things, who look upon them 
merely as matters of opinion; or, who fee- 
ing their neceffity, do not purfue them as- 
the one thing needful; do not feek firft 
the kingdom of God and l>is righteouf- 
nefs, they have no part nor lot in this 
matter. They may be infenfible, and fo^ 
^ eafe, notwithftanding their wants, but 
their cafe is dreadfully dangerous ; " for he 
that hath the Son, hath life ; and he that 
hath not the Son, hath not life, but the 
wrath, of God abidcth on him." 
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DISCOURSE VI. 

ON JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ONLY. 



JOHN iii. 14, J.S. 

As Mofei lifted up theferpent in the wildernefs \ 
even fo muji the Son of man be lifted up ; 
that whofoever helieveth in him fhould not 
peri/h^ but have everlajling life. 

TT has been proved, that there is no way 
difcovered in Scripture to obtain the par- 
don of iin, and find acceptance with God, 
but by trufting to the death and merits of 
Jcfus Chrift ; and that the doftrine of juf- 
tification by faith only, is fo far from en- 
couraging licentioufnefs, that it is infepa- 
rably connefted with holinefs in heart and 
life. It may not therefore be improper to 
confider now, a little more at large, that 
glorious fcheme of falvation, which God in 
his manifold wifdom and infinite mercy con- 
trived for the recovery of fallen man. Wc 
read in this chapter, " The Son of man was 
lifted up, that whofoever believeth in him 
Ihould not perilh. The Son of man was 
lifted up, that Yjboto^N^x XsOixv^^*^^^"^ ^"^"^ 
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might have eternal lifc/*^ So that Chrift was 
crucified according to this Scripture, for 
thefe two purpoles chiefly, to obtain for 
others a deliverance from the punifhment 
due unto fin, and a title to eternal life. 
And thefe arc purdiafed by his obedience 
unto death, for all who come unto God 
through him. It was proved at large^ that^ 
by Adam^s firft tranfgreiiion, all mankind 
were brought under a fentence of condem- 
nation : he being their covenant-bead, and 
they, in confequence, being involved in alt 
the dreadful effefts of his difobedience. Ta 
our guilt, occafioned by the imputation of his 
fin to us, we have added much by perfonai 
tranfgreflion ; by many grofs violations of 
God*s holy law^ to which he maft juftly 
demanded a perfe£t obedience in thought, 
word, and deed ; and denounced a curfe 
againft every one who fhould tranfgrefi it in 
the leaft inftance : " Curfed is every one 
that continueth not in all things that arc 
written in the book of the law to do them.** 
And as every fin is an offence againft a Being 
of infinite dignity, it is impoffible that w© 
fhould be able to make fatisfaftion to God, 
for the violation of his law ; for nothing, 
but what is of infinite value, can atone for 
aa ofFcacc againft a being of infinite dignity.. 
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And therefore all mankind muft have pcriflied 
in their fins, being under the curfe of God, 
and unable to fatisfy his injured majefty, or 
flee from the wrath to come ; if God had not 
in mercy provided a Saviour, who fhould 
give his life a ranfom for many^ and fo pay 
the penalty due to their difobedience. For 
this purpofe ** the Word was made flefli, and 
dwelt among us — was made of a woman- 
made under the law — made himfelf of no 
reputation — took upon him the form of 
a fervant — and became obedient unto death, 
even tlie death of the crofs. Chrift was 
made a facrifice for fin — God hath made 
bim to be fin for us, who knew no fin— • 
Chrift died for finners — he himfelf bare our 
fins in his own body on the tree. "The Son 
of man was lifted up, that whofoever believetb 
in him fhould not perifh, but have everlaft- 
ing life." In this manner fatisfaftion was 
made to the ofiended juftice of God, for 
their every tranfgreffion of his holy lawsA 
But by the death of Chrift> as diftinguiflied 
from his obedience, there was no purchafe 
made of eternal life ; there was only a pe- 
nalty paid for difobedience. And therefore, 
as God is holy and righteous in all his-- 
ways, it was neccflary that the purchaf^ 
$£ eternal life ihould be made; for, without: 
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this, finncrs however penitent, and cafting: 
thcmfclves upon the mercies of God, throughi 
a Mediator for the papdon of tlieir fins, could- 
have no juft claim to it. 

We are bound, by nature, to obey God- 
as our Creator; and as the fupreme Law- 
giver, who has a right to prefcribe what 
laws he pleafes. The rule of our obe- 
dience, is that law which was written on the 
heart of Adam, afterwards delivered to the 
children of Ifrael from Mount Knai, and,. 
ijx later times, explained by Chrift in his 
fermon on the mount. And to the per- 
formance of this law eternal happinefs is 
annexed. " For Mofes defcribeth tlie righ- 
teoufnefs which is of the law, that the man 
which doth thofe things Ihall live by thcm,*^ 
Rom. X. 5. And that we are not to under* 
ftand this of the ceremonial law, or of the 
law confidered merely as a covenant with 
the Jews for temporal things, is evident froii» 
^le words of our Lord: '* And behold, a 
'certain- lawyer flood up, and tempted him,, 
laying, Mafter, what fhall I do to inherit 
eternal life? He faid unto him, what is 
written in the law? how readeft thou? and- 
be anfwering,. faid. Thou flialt love the Lord 
thy Godj with all^y heart, and with all thy 
iov^i and with all thy ibrength, and witli aU 
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tfty mind; and thy neighbour as thy felf. 
And he faid unto him, thou haft anfwered 
right; this do and thou fhalt live." Lukex. 
25 — 28. He here fpeaks evidently of the 
moral law, and of obedience to it from the 
heart, or perfeftly, and connefts eternal life 
with this obedience, as its proper reward. 
This law then requires a perfefk obedience; 
which, from the depravity of our nature, 
we are not able 'to perform. Yet, ftill it 
was neceffary that it fhould be obeyed per- 
feftly, as a perfeft obedience to it was the 
iiidifpenfable condition of eternal happinefs, 
confiftently with the juftice, promife, and 
declaration of God. The apoftle informs us, 
that " Jefus was made the furety of a better 
teftament." Heb. vii. 22. A furety is a^ 
perfon who undertakes to make good to one, 
aril that is juftly due to him from another. 
As therefore a perfeft obedience was due 
from man to God, Chrift engaged for his' 
people, that God fhould have juftice in this 
particular. But, fince they were unable to 
obey it themfelveff, he, as their furety, was 
bound to obey it. And to this the pro- 
phet allades, «* the Lord is well pleafed for 
his righteoufnefs fake ; he wtl I v magnify the 
hw, and make it honourable." Ifaiah xlii.. 
zu It was indeed made wonderfully fo. 



904 THB PRINCIPLES 

being performed to the utmoft rigour of ks< 
demands^ by Jefus Chrift. And this obe- 
dience was in the room of the obedience of 
others ; and that they, by it,^ might have a 
right to eternal life. On this account he 
lays to John the Baptift, who^ knowing him^ . 
to be the fon of God, was unwilling to bap- 
tize him, " fufFer it to be fo now ; for thus 
it becometh us to fulfill all righteoufnefs.'*^ 
Hence he fubmitted to circumcrfion, and to 
a punftual obfervance of the whole law ; that 
" one jot or one tittle might in no wife 
pafs from the law, till all was fulfilled/* 
That this his obedience was to be placed ta 
the account of others, equally the fame as ir 
they Aemfelves had performed it, is evi- 
dent by the words of St. Paul, *' by the obe- 
dience of one Ihall many be made righte- 
ous." Rom. V. 19. ** He hath made hini: 
to be lin for us, who knew no fin, that we- 
might be made the righteoufnefs of God in> 
him." II. Cor. V. 21. Thus, by the deatb 
of Chrift,. finners believing in him, are favei 
firom perilhing; the penalty of their difobe- 
dience being thereby difcharged. And by 
his obedience they have a right to eternal 
life J it being thereby purchafed for them^ 
TThuSjj *♦ the Son of man was lifted up, be- 
caipe^Qbedient unUo deadly, evea the death o£' 

the: 
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the crofs, that whofoever bclieveth in him 
/hould not pcrifh, but have cverlafting life.'*' 
This is that glarious fcheme of redemption, 
which was contrived by God the Father, ex* 
ecuted by God tlie Son, and is confirmed and 
ratified to the heart of every trae believer^ 
by God die Holy GhofV, And by this, the- 
&emingly jarring attributes of God are evi-- 
dcntly^ reftored to perfe£k harmony. God is 
jufV, has fatisfa&ion made to him, and yet 
the finner is faved.. God is merciful, and 
yet the finner does not go unpunifhed, being: 
punifhed in his furety.. Thus, ** Mercy and^ 
truth have met together, righteoufnefs and 
peace have kifltd each other/*' This is the- 
method of falvation which God has appointed ;, 
and which he h^s^ commanded to^ be preached 
to-all the world,, with this peremptory de» 
daratiorr, " Whofoever believeth fhall be 
fiived— whofoever believeth not fhall be dam- 
ned P^ This is what the angels defire to look 
into. This is the glorious gofpel of Chrift, 
of which St. Paul declared he was not- 
afhamed; fbr, though devils oppofed and 
men rejefi^ it, he knew, by happy experience- 
of its efie£t8> that it was *^the power of God 
to falvation,. to every one that believeth/*' 
IxMD^ k. 16. 

a But 
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But, if we arc juftificd by faith only, i» 
nt>t our faith the procuring caufe of our 
juftification ? that, for the fake of which we 
are entitled to it? by no means; the pro- 
curing caufe of our juftification is the righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift. *^ By the obedience of 
one fhall many be made righteous." Rom^ 
V. 19. How? By his obedience being im- 
puted to them, or placed to their account. 
Ghrift, we have already obferved, as the 
furety of a better covenant, undertook ta 
make good or pay to God all that was due to- 
him from thofe who Ihall be faved ; to pay 
the penalty annexed to their difobedience,. 
that they might be delivered from the wrath 
to come, and to perform the whole law in 
their ftead,. tliat tliey might have a title to- 
eternal life. 

In regard to his fufFertng for others, it is 
faid, ** His own felf bare our fins in his own 
body on the tree." I. Peter ii. 24. And 
this his fufFering for others was in itfelf 
ftriftly 5uft. The prophet pronounces it to- 
have been' by the confent and aft of God^^ 
** The Lord hath laid on him the iniquities- 
of us all." Ifaiah liii. 6. And a& he bore- 
the puniftiment due to the fins of his people,, 
was confider^^d and treated as a finner upoitv 

tbcic 
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their account ; fo for the fake of his obe- 
diencc, they are confidered and treated as- 
righteous perfons, his righteoufneft being^ 
placed to their account. Hence he is called 
'• the Lord our righteoufnefs." Jerem. xxiii^ 
6. and this with equal propriety, by the 
agreement and appointment of God himfelf r 
for, ** he of God is made unto us righteouf- 
nefs." I. Cor. i. 30. And this imputatfon 
bf the fins of his people unto him, and of 
bis righteoufnefs unto them, are both men- 
tioned by St. Paul in the fame verfe ;. " He- 
hath made him to be fin for us, who knew 
no fin ; that we might be made the righte- 
oufnefs of God in him." II. Cor. v. 21.. 
This righteoufnefs of Chrift 15- freely placed' 
to the account of thofe who fhall be favedv 
that, for the fake of it, they may be confi- 
dered and treated as righteous perfons. 
Hence it is called *' the gift of righteoufnefs.'*' 
Rom. V. 17. In the fame verfe it is alfa 
faid to be received by thofe who are juftified* 
It is moreover called " the righteoufnefs 
which is of faith." Rom. ix. 30. The 
righteoufnefs which is received and appro- 
priated by faith. So that faith is the me- 
dium or inftrument by which we receive the 
gift of righteoufnefs, by which we are 
juftificd, and have peace with God. Know- 
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ing that a man is not juftified by the workr 
of the law, but by the faith of Jcfus Chrift, 
even we have believed in Jef^is Chrift, that 
we might be juftified by the faith of Chrift, 
and not by the works of the law; for» ** by 
the works of the law fhall na fleih be jaili- 
fied." Galat. ii. 1 6. 

A man may be able to fee the infuffici-^ 
cncy of his own works for juftification,. the 
fufficiency of Chrift's righteoufnefs^ and that 
this righteoufnefs is " unto all them that be- 
lieve ;** yet he cannot appropriate it to him- 
fclf without believing he is interefted in it^ 
Neverthclefs^.his believing that he is intereft- 
ed in it, or, as it has been often called, this 
aA of faith does not entitle him to this righ* 
teouTnefs; but it is by this a£b tliat he re* 
ceives a title to k. The beggar who holds 
forth his hand to receive an alms, does not 
by that aft, merit wJiat he receives, but 
tliercby only receives- a free gift. The per- 
fon who ftretches out his- arm to receive tlie 
deed of conveyance of a confiderable eftate, 
does not, by that aft, entitle himfelf to the 
eftate, but thereby receives the title to it. Sa 
tiiat when^ we are faid ta be juftified by faitb< 
only^ it is not intended to intimate diat our 
. faith is, iivany degree, the procuring caufe of • 
out jtviftiiicatiQar— that^for the &ke. of whidx^ 
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we arc juftified ; but the meaning is, by faith 
only we receive the gift of righteoufnefs, the 
title to eternal happinefs : that we are^ for 
the fake of the righteoufnefs or obedience of 
Chrifty confidered as juft^ righteous perfons» 
and treated accordingly. There is no more 
merit in our faith^ by which we receive the 
gift of righteoufnefs, than there is in that aft 
of a beggar, by which he holds out his hand 
to receive an alms. 

But you may afk, though the righteoufnefs 
of Chrift is the alone procuring caufe of our 
juftification, and this is received only by 
faith, muft we not do fomething to recom- 
mend, us to God, that we may partake of this 
righteoufnefs, and fo be juftified ? This is ta 
fuppofe that the gift of God can be purchafed* 
It is to fcek to be juftified *' as it were by the 
works of the law.*' For, though according 
to this fuppofition, works are not the caufe 
,of juftification, they are a price paid, that 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, the meritorious 
caufe of juftification, may be given. " When 
Simon Magus faw, that through laying on 
of the apoftles hands the Holy Ghoft was gi- 
ven, he offered them money, faying, Give me 
alfo this power, that on whomfoever I lay 
hands, he may receive the Holy Ghoft.** 
Aft&vuia i8y 19.. In like manner, feeing 
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that the righteoufnefs of Chrift is the alone 
meritorious caufe of juftification,you would^ 
by your own works, recommend yourfelf ta 
God, or rather bribe him to give you an in- 
tcreft in it. But have you confidered what 
kinds of works, and how many of them arc 
ncccflary to rccomn.end you to the Divine 
favour, that you may be duly qualified to 
partake of this righteoufnefs? Attend, I 
befeech you. "Eternal life is the gift of 
God through Jefus Chrift.*' Rom. vu 23. 
We arc " juftified freely by his grace.*' Rom, 
111. 24, The intereft in the righteoufnefs 
by which we are juftificd, is not obtained by 
purchafe, or recommendation, but wc receive 
it by the mere favour or fovereign grace of 
God. " For if by one man's offence, death 
reigned by one; much more they which re- 
ceive abundance of grace, and the gift of 
righteoufnefs, fhall reign in life by one, 
Jefus Chrift.*' Rom. v. 17. But how ah* 
furd is it to fay, that we are juftified freely, 
gratis, by a mere gift, and yet that we mnft 
do fuch works, perform fuch conditions, in 
order to recommend, or qualify us to receive- 
this free juftification. 

But farther, " Without faith it is impoffi- 
ble to pleafe God." Heb. xi. 6. ♦* Whatfo- 
ever is not of faitlt is fin." Rom. xiv. 25. 
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And "by him all that believe arejuftified 
from all things." ASs xiii. 39. So that 
it is impoffible to pleafe God till we are 
juftified, till we have received the gift of 
. righteoufnefs. And confequently, it is im- 
poffible for us to do any works to recom- 
mend us to God that we may receive it» 
Agreeably to this, our church declares "works 
done before the grace of God, and the in- 
fpiration of his Spirit, are not pleafant to 
God, foF as much as they fpring not of 
faith in Chrift ; neither do they make men 
meet to receive grace. Yea, rather, for that 
they are not done as God hath willed and 
commanded them to be done, we doubt not 
but they have the nature of fin." Arti-* 
clc 13. 

I would now hope that every unprejudiced 
perfon, who has attended to what has been 
offered on this fubjeft, is convinced at leaft, 
that the method which God has appointed 
for falvation, is by faith only in Jefus Chrift 
— that the Son of man was lifted up, that 
whofoever believeth in him, fhould not pe- 
rifh, but have everlafling life. I think I 
might reft the point here. However, before 
I difmifs it, I fhall offer fome other confi- 
derations, which may farther evidence it to 
be tjie appointment of God. One end and 
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defigti of religion is to make men happy p 
completely fo in another life, partially fo 
even in this. It lays a foundation for 
happinefs hereafter, greater than it has en-^ 
tercd into the heart of man to conceive ; and 
gives more folid, rational peace and pleafure^ 
than all other things together can poilibly 
beftow. It delivers from the tyrannical 
power and dominion of lin here, which is 
the real caufe of all the unhappinefs in the 
world. It preferves from the difpleafure of 
God, and eternal punilhment; and aiTuredly 
kads to his favour, and everlafiing glory. 
The cftablilhed Chriftian, when under the 
infTucnce of divine truth, is happy even ia 
this life. He is aware of the inability of the 
things of this world to fatisfy an immortal 
foul, and therefore feeks not for happinefs 
in. them. On the contrary, he renounces^ 
them as deceitful, and dangerous to the 
grand end he has in view, and deliberately 
defires no more of them than are really ne- 
eeffary. And yet with lefs he can be fatis- 
fied, if it is the will of his heavenly Father ; 
for he has learned to fubmit to his will in all 
things. Notwithftanding thefe feeming in- 
conveniencies, he has a fettled peace of mind^ 
a folid fatisfaftlon, a lively hope, which he 
would not exchange for all this world can 

give I 
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jive; even the profpeS of eternal happinefi 
which God haspromifed. In vain ftiay the 
world fcoff and ridicule; in vain may po- 
verty, afflidions, or evenperfecutions aflault; 
for this hope fupports, comforts, and enables 
him even in tribulation to rejoice. He 
looks forward with joy — he knows the death 
of Chrift is a full fatisfaftion for fin. He 
knows the righteoufnefs of Chrift is pcrfeft, 
able to anfwer the moft rigorous demands of 
the divine law. He knows that the pro • 
mifes are fare; and therefore he has no 
abiding fear of appearing before the awful ' 
Judge, though he will judge the world in 
righteoufnefs, fince he has to rely on now, 
and plead at the laft day, a perfed atone- 
ment and obedience. 

Looking to thefe he can fee death dif- 
armed of his terrors: can exultingly cry out, 
" O death, where is thy fting) O grave, 
where is thy viftory!" Who fliall feparate 
us from the love of Chrift — from the hopes 
of enjoying thefe incomparable bleffings 
purchafed for us by his merits ? Shall tribu- 
lation, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or famine, 
or nakednefs, or peril, or the fword ! No ; 
thefe, though formidable evils, fhall not be 
able to do it; nay, in all 'thefe things we 
ihall be more than conquerors through him 

that 
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that loved us. They may be painful to en- 
dure, but yet we fhould be gainers by tliem, 
fince they would afluredly convey us the 
fooner to eternal reft and happinefs. Has he 
fuch fupports, who trufts for falvation, either 
wholly or in part, to his own works? No; 
he is a ftranger to them ; he is rather ready 
to fuppofe they are not to be attained. What 
fatisfaftion has he when misfortunes, afflic* 
tions, or troubles prevail againft him ? Can 
he look forward in hopes of a happy eternity, 
founded on the promifes of God ? He can- 
not ; what he calls hope of pardon and fa- 
vour with his Creator, is not hope, but pre- 
fumption ; becaufe it is not founded on the 
Divine word, from which all true hope, re- 
lative to our eternal concerns, muft fpring^ 
Does he look up to God as a reconciled fa« 
ther, through Jefus Chrift; who has pro- 
mifed that all things (hall work together for 
good, to thofe that love God ? who has pro- 
mifed that he will never leave nor forfake 
them? No; he plainly fliews that his truft 
is not in the moft High — that the world muft 
be his comforter; and from the wretched 
ftiifts to which he is frequently reduced — 
from his giddy tranfitions from one trifle to 
another, abundantly evidences that He la^- 
bours notfomuch to remove, as to divert his 

mind 
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mind from attending to the firft caufe of his 
troubles. But can he not look forward with 
joy and fatisfaftion ? So far from it he is 
even afraid to look into himfelf. He dares 
aiotjexamine why he flatters himfelf that he 
fiiall be fafe and happy. He refolves all into 
the general mercifs of God — he thinks he has 
Jone nothing that is very bad, and forae- 
thing that is very good, and therefore hopes 
^od will forgive him his iins, and take him 
to his mercy. But what reafon is there 
for this hope. If he was to fearch the 
Scriptures, he would .fee that he muft appear 
before a perfeft God, who expeSs a perfefl: 
obedience from all, who look to be juftified 
by their works. If he was to compare his 
own aftions with the law, he would find that 
they all fall Ihort of this demand. The 
confequence of which might be, that he 
would fee the imperfeftion of his obedience, 
and that he could not be faved without truft- 
ing to a better righteoufnefs than his own. 
Yet this he will not do ; will not once feri- 
oufly inquire what he muft do to be favcd, 
left he fliould difcover the a*ottennefs of the 
foundation on whieh he is building ; left his 
confcience (hould be alarmed, and fet before 
him the danger of his fituation. Away then 
with that religion which will yield no folid 

comfort 
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comfort and fupport in affli^ion or advcrfity 
— -tliat makes us fearful to examine our ftate 
—that deprives us of the profpeft of eternal 
faappineis, and makes us catch for fafety at 
what will aifuredly fail us. 

Yet of this religion, if it be proper to call 
it by that name> are thoufands and ten thou- 
fands; prejudiced againft the doArine of 
juftification by faith only, oppofing it with 
all their might, branding it with opprobrious 
diftinftions, and yet unable to refute it ; 
obftinately fet againft, though their eternal 
happineis or mifery is connefted with it ; 
refolutely flopping their ears againft the 
things that make for their peace, and, lik« 
the deaf adder, refufing to hear the voice of 
the charmer, charm he never fo wifely. Of 
perfons thus unhappily circumftanced, the 
apoftle declares, ** If our gofpcl be hid, it is 
hid to them that are loft; in whom the God 
of this world hath blinded the minds of thera 
that believe not; left the light of the glorious 
gofpel of Chrift, who is the image of God, 
(hould ihine unto them.'* IL Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

But, if thofe who have the form of god* 
linefs, who feem to approve of what is good, 
and to difcountenance what is bad, are yet, 
by trufting for falvation, wholly or in part, 
IQ their own righteoufneisi in a ftate of dan- 
ger* 
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ger ; what muft become of the carelefs and 
impenitent finner, the hlnderer and blafphe- 
mer of God's word? where muft he look fof 
fafety who can now run to excefs of riot, 
and commit all manner of wickednefs with 
greedinefs? Stop^ my friends, and confider. 
Can you approve your conduft ? Will rca- 
fon, morality, or any thing that is praife-- 
worthy, juftify you in wilfully violating the 
laws of decency and religion, of man and 
God? If ever you fhall think, your hearts 
4nuft condemn you. This carelefTnefs and in- 
difference about your better part will one 
day coft you dear. The merriment and 
diveriion whichfacrcd things now afford you, 
will be changed into bitternefs and woe. 
You will fometime, perhaps, when it is too 
late, fee the neceffity of religion. You will 
then be heartily fenlible that tliey who have 
endeavoured to approve themfelves to God, 
who have beeii willing to part with all for 
the fake of Chrift, were truly wife, and that 
you yourfelves are the fools and madmen you 
once took them to be. Moreover, know 
afluredly that there is a life after this. You 
are not like the beads that perifh. — What is 
more, there is a God who will Judge th« 
world in righteoufnefs, and at whofe bar 
you muft appear, and anfwer for all you fhall 
L have 
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have done in this life. You may now re- 
joice in your hearts, make free with your 
Maker, defpife his laws, rejeft his mercies^ 
trampling under foot even the blood of his 
only-begotten Sow ; but remember, that for 
all tliefe things God will aifuredly bring you 
into judgment. Wliat will all your buf- 
foonery and mockery avaW, when, at the 
hour of death, confcieiu:e (bali marfhal youif 
£ns before you in a terrible array, and give 
you the profpe^l of an approaching niiier- 
able eternity ? Will you tlien feck relief from 
your prefent jovial companions ? Alas ! they 
will, at beft, be raiferable comforters, utterly 
junable to Ipeak properly to your cafe ; or 
they may be engaged in bufinefs, or pleafurc, 
and determined not to hearken to your moft 
preffing invitations, left the fight of your 
condition fliould dejeft their fpirits, or make 
them tremble for themfelves. Will you thea 
look up for help to that God, whom you 
have provoked all your days^ and wlK)ni 
you now defpife? His mercies indeed are 
great. He may hear ; or, he n?ay fpeak terri- 
ble things in rightcoufnefc ; '* becaufe ye 
defpifed my counfcl, and would have none 
of my reproof; I alfo will laugh at your ca- 
lamity, I will mock new vour fear cometh." 
jProv. chap. L 

Z Yott 
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Yoji fee then the importance of thefc 
things. But a right notion of them only, 
will avail - nothing. '. They mull be rooted, 
as it were, in our hearts and influencfe our 
lives, or we (hall not have a faving .benefit 
from them. We muft,. in coniplifuice with 
the apoflle'siaffedionate entreaty^. :^* Prcfent 
our bodies a living. facrifice.^ hoIy» .accepta- 
ble unto God, which is our rcaTonahlc. fcr- 
vice ; and not be conformed to this world ; 
but he transformed by the renewing, of our 
nUnds, ths^t we may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and pcrfeft will of 
God," Rom., xiu i, 2. This is the only- 
way to prove to tlie heart, that tl^c will of 
God is good, acceptable, perfe£l; and that 
obedience, to it is a reafonable fervic^ : tl^ 
only way to experience the comforts and 
bleflednefs of a religious life ; the fure and 
only way to know that in keeping of his 
pommaudments, there is exceeding great re- 
ward. Our hearts muft not be Ihamefully 
divided,'butwe muft give them unrelervediy to 
God, through Jefus Chrift, if wc ,wouId 
knpw that we are Qiriftiai>s. Wc cannot 
^ferve two maftcrs of a contrary difpofitiop. 
Wc cannot ferve God and Mammon. Under 
./the law, nothing maimed,.notbing blcmiihcd 
waji.tobe offered.^ :^v^rj{ facrifice was to 
h z ^^> 



iiie TH£ PRINCIPLES 

vbe, in its kind, perftft and entire. Can we 
imagine lefs will be accepted now? No; 
*God will nevcj: mantfeft himfelf to ti«, if We 
fufFer the things of this world to rival him 
in our aflSeftions; much lefs, if wekhbwingly 
and wilfully tranfgrefs his laws, rathef than 
iufie^ a few temporal inconveniencies. Our 
Saviour fays, •* If a man loveth fether or 
mother more than me^ heis not worthy df 
me. If a man forhkc liot all that he'bath^ 
?he cannot be mj difciple.^' If a man hoM 
jiot himfelf fo loofe to the things of die 
v^orld, as to be willing to part with what in 
it is moft dear to him, wlien it comes in 
competition with his duty to God, he has too 
jnuch rcafon to fear that he is not a Chriftiaa. 
For Chrift readily parted with all for the fake 
of his people, though he was in the form bf 
God, and thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God. How then can we be faid to 
follow his example, to prove ourfdves his 
difciples, unlefs we are willing to part with 
all for his fake? 

When thus dilpofed we fhall prove that 
^we believe in him ; fhail be confcious of it 
to ourftlvcs, and be able to evidence it to 
others. But to fay that we believe in him, 
and yet will not truft in him ; will not feck 
ix& the kingdom of God, and his righteouf- 
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titCSf depending upoti his protiufe in the ufe 
of the allotted means, to fiipply all our tem- 
po|:ai wants, is only to mock him and de*. 
ceiv9 aurfelves.; Think on. this^ aU ye who^ 
call yourfelves Chriftians. 

Yqu who have hitherto Been indifferent 
aljputthefcthjngs, Sut now fee fomptbingof 
the in}ppi:ti»n9e. pf f hem, be perfu^ded to aft, 
fuijtably. to the -Ijght yort have received. 
While tbov^^ifds and tei>t thoqCuids^ are in 
d#^rknefs, thoughtlefs of tbpir immortal con* 
cerns^ or fencying that a round pf outward 
performances will faye them frotp the wrath- 
^ comq, an4 fecure to theni an everfaljting . 
happinefs; tQ you it is ^ven tp fee the 

TkC(xf^fY 9^94^i9& ^^ ^^^ ^9^!^ ^"4 providing. 
i^r eternity : to fee that no wprks of your own 
wijl; juftify you in the fight of God^ or re- 
commend you to his favour, that you may- 
have an intereft in the righteoufnefs of Jefus 
Cbrift. To you it is. given to be willing to 
fubmit to the righteoufnefs of God> to call/ 
yourfelves on his mercies through a Media* 
tor. .', ^.\ 

What then liinders your return to God ?.Arc. 
you difcouraged at the remembrance of paft-. 
guilt or prcfent unworthinefs i ** The blood. 
of Chrift cleanfeth from all fin/' And, for. 
your encouragement, he ha^ declaredi '^ who- 
L 3 * fo^x^^ 
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ibever cometh unto me, I will in no wife 
caft out." Do you queftion his willingnefs 
to fave f You cannot be moredefirous of be- 
ing happy, than he is to make all fo- who 
come unto him. . .:.. ..:. 

When the prodigal, who had difKonbured 
his father and his iamily, by "leaving tBcm ; 
who preferred the moft in^moirs^ company 
to theirs, and, by keeping it, fpcnt all his' 
fubftance, and reduced himfelf to beggary; 
when afterwards having no where clfe to go, 
he was returning to his father*s houfe, did 
his father form any refolution of rcjefling 
him? No ; on the contrary, ** when he was 
yet a great way off, he faw him^ arid had 
compaffion, and ran, and met him, and fell: 
on his neck, and kifled iiim;" and inftead 
of reptoaching him for liis paft diflblute lifc^ 
ordered the beft robe to be brought and put on 
him, and a ring for his finger, and (hoes for 
his feet; thus giving him the higlieft tokens 
of his favour. • r, .r 

So likewife fhall your heavenly Fatliet do 
unto you. Return then unto him, and thy 
fins and thine iniquities he will remember 
rro more. Behold, Chrift died for finners j 
for fuch as are fenfible that they- have need 
of mercy, of an intereft in his death and 
merits. ' Apply tlien frequently kiid impor-* 

tuiiately 
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tunately to him at a throne of grace, plead 
his promifes, pray to know more of your- 
felves, and of the want of a Saviour. Wait 
on him in his ordinances ; convcrfc wrth him 
in his word; and you may foon have reafon 
to hope, tl)at he who hath begun a good 
work in you, will carry it on, and perfc^ it 
in his own time and way* Walk (leadily m 
the path of duty. Let not the fcofFs and 
jeers of your late companions prevail with 
. you to renounce what you know is of the 
utmoft importance, and to return to your 
former fins ajid follies. Let them not pre*- 
vail with you to return, like the dog to his 
vomit, or the fow that was wafhed,. to her 
wallowing in the mire. RememSer this alfo, 
and may the Holy Spirit apply it to your 
hearts. " No man having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the king- 
dom of God/' 
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DISCOURSE VII. 

QN SANCTIFICATION* 

E PHESIANS 11. i(». 

Fiur we art his workman/hip^ created in y^fui 
Chrijl unt9 good works^ which God hath bt* 
fore ordained that wijhould walk in thenu 

J^I^GENERATION, as w« have fcen^ cdn^ 
fifls in a renewal of the underftunding,. 
the will, and the afFeftioos; Thefo, which 
are by nature habitually fixed on that whlchr 
is evil, are fo changed by grace, as to be 
habitually fixed on that which is good. The 
neceffity of this change is indifpenfable. 
** Flefli and blood," man in his depraved 
ftate, ** cannot enter the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorrupt!- 
on !'* I. Cor. xv. 50. " There (hall in no wife 
enter into the kingdom of heaven any thing 
that defileth, neitlicr whatfocver worketh 

abomina* 
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abomination, or maketh. a lie." Rev. xxi. 
27. And tberpfora it is peremptorily de- 
clared by our Lord, ^* except a man (every 
man without exception) be bom a^ain, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.'' 
The author of this, change, or new birth, is 
tlic Holy Ghoft. 'J Except a man be bom. of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God." The defign of this change isj 
among other things, in order to holinefs of 
life ; . that man may be able to worfhip God 
in Spirit and in troth, enjoy the comfdrts 
and confolations attending his fervice wfaiI6 
here ; and be prepared gradually for the wor- 
lliip of him in heaven, ;and there to live and 
reign widi him throqgb eternity. 

The neceffity of feidi in order to juftifi** 
cation has been proved at large ; and the ne- 
ceffity of it is farther evident, bccaufe it is 
the root or fioundation of all good works; 
From it they naturally proceed ; they are its 
genuine and infeparabJe fruits. Faith and 
holinefs are both neceflary to our eternal 
happinefs. By faith in the perfoft ob^ence 
of Jefus Chrift, withput any works :of our 
own,: we are juftified in the fight of 'Odd, 
are confidered and treated as righteou3 per-* 
fons, and have a right fonndtd on tine 
promifi: of GcxI, to eternal fife* Aadll^'^ 
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hoI)De&, wKich U infepaFably conncded with 
a true auid lively faith, we are made meet fol^ 
an inhevitance with tbelaints^ in light. The 
neceffity of hoHnefsv as a qualifiGation for 
the happinefs of heaven, is abfolute, it being 
peremplbriiy declared r^ wichout holinefs no 
inan (tn\l fee the Lord,** Heb. xii. 14. But, 
iince we are by nature dead in triefpailes and 
£nsy aJfienatsed from the tife of God — iince 
the : carnal mitird, which is theniind pf all 
meil by natvrey is enmity- againft God ; not 
only defiitute of aayjpri)iciple of holihefsv 
but in drrcA oppdlition t& it; h«w ihaH 
man be abk to perform good works, to lead 
a life ^f holinefs*?: Not from any principle- 
in himfelf, from the vigoroiis exertion of hi€ 
naittiyal ^powers and facniticSy but from a 
divine powen ; Sftys the"? apoflk, " We 
are hk workmamfhip (the workmanfhip of 
God ihe Holy Ghoil) created.in Jofa& Chrift 
untoigoodworks^^**' - i > :: 

; So that theHoly Ghoft S.the firft author 
erf; alt Ott» good woricfj the giver ef* every 
prindiplb i6f iiplinefft; iWie muft firft be*. 
comej^ohi^iTwarkmanftiip^^be created in Jefui 
Chrift,. lenewcd in die fpiritof eur mindsy 
and;}oiiaed ta hxni by.a? iivsng £skli$: before 
we can^ perform any thing thatris .acceptable 
to> o»jp^MBk£h Agreeable to thia are. many 
^arpre/5..teftimonies q£ Scn^tvixftv " h new: 
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heart will I give you, and a new fpirit will I 
put within you ; and I will take away the 
ftony heart out of your flefti, and I will give 
you an heart of flelh. And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and caufe you to walk in 
my ftatutesy and ye (hall keep my judgments 
and do tliem." Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. This 
promife does not belong to the Jews only, 
as if there was any thing fo peculiar in their 
cafe as to require this change ; it plainly be- 
longs to Jew and Gentile ; to all out of 
every nation,. kindred, tongue and people, to 
whom God vouchfafes mercy ; and the reafon 
of the promife is, no doubt, founded in the 
neceility of fiich a change, in order to their 
being qualified to enter into the kingdom of 
lieaven. " God hatli from the beginning 
cliofen you to falvatibn, through fanftifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.'* 
II. TheflT. ii. 13. "Who gave himfelf for 
us, that fie might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purify unto himfelf a peculiar 
people^ zealous of good works." Titus ii. 
14. " According to his mercy he faved us, 
by the wafhing of regeneration, and renewing 
of tlie Holy Gboft.'* Titus iii. 5, We 
have thefe pertinent exprefGons in our 
church fervice. ** Wherefore let us befeech 
Him to grant us true repentance^ and l\k 
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holy Spirit ; that thofe things may pleafe him, 
"which we do at this prei^i>t» and that the 
reft of our life hereafter may be pure and 
holy/* (Ahfolutiori) ** That it may pleafe 
thee to give us true repei>tance; to forgive 
us all our fins, negligences, and ignorancies ;. 
and to endue us with the grace of thy holy 
Spirit, to amend our lives according to thy 
holy word." (Liturgy) And, in the tentli 
article it is declared, that " we have no power 
to do good works, pleafant and acceptable to 
God, without the grace of God, by Chtift, 
preventing us, that we may have a good will, 
and working with us when we have that 
good.'^ 

So that however common it may be ta 
declare the contrary, we have neither ability 
nor inclination to perform good works till it 
is given us from above -, till we have received 
the grace of God, the afliftance of the Holy 
Spirit. "A corrupt tree, fays our Lord, 
cannot bring forth good fruit." Mat. vii. 8, 
Notwithftanding ail the pains that may be 
beftowed on it, the fruit will ftill be bad. You 
may dig about, water it, and take away the 
iead dying wood, iop off every luxuriant 
vTanch, yet it will not anfwer the purpofe ; 
after all your trouble, the fruit may be a little 
better to the fight, and notqxjiitft fo bad ta 
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the tafte, but it cannot be good. Thus a 
careful education, religious inftrufliony good 
example, and other things united, may re^ 
ftrain from grofs fins, and even occaiion the 
form ofgodlinefs; but can never enable a perfon. 
to lead a life of fioJinefs ; the reafon is plain* 
All hblinefs proceeds from a love of what is 
good, but' our hearts are naturally prone to 
that which is evil. Till then this inclination 
to evil is fubdued, and the love o^ what is 
good implanted in the heart, we cannot love 
what is good, and therefore cannot lead a 
life of holinefs. So that before it can bring 
forth good fruit, the tree muft be made good. 
The natural bias of our will and afFe&ions 
muft be changed. Old things muft paft 
away, and all things become new. " We 
muft become his workmanfhip, created in 
Jefus Chrift unto good works." By rege- 
neration the faculties of the foul are endued 
^ith an inclination to what is good; a fpi- 
ritual principle is communicated ; " For 
that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit/' 
John iii. 6. A perfon thus changed is in- 
clined to a life of holinefs, and accordingly 
delires to live it. But notwithftanding this 
inclination -, he has no independent power 
in 'hinifelf of a£ting agreeably ^a ^^wN\^:i 
ftands iu nwA o!l \v^ ^S^i^wtfj^^ ^'^^^ "^^^ 
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ivrought it in him. He who worked In hiin^ 
to will, muft alfo work in him ^to do. Wc 
are dependent on him for all things and are 
to look up to him for frelh fupplies of all we 
want. Accordingly, we arc taught to pray 
for our daily Iwead ; not only for the meat 
that pcrifhcth, but for the bread of life; that 
which Cometh down from heaven • What- 
ever ftock of grace we may imagine we have, 
and though we may be tempted to think that 
it will continue vigorous and lively for a 
long feafon j wc may be aflured that it wilt 
not laft one day unimpaired, without accefe 
to God through the Mediator, and a con* 
fcentious u£e of tlie appointed means for an. 
additional fupply, 

Grace is a talent committed to our care, 
and is to be improved to the glory of him- 
who gave it. We then improve it when we 
acknowledge our dependence on him who 
gave it^ when wc feck unto him for more, 
when we walk- in the ways of his appoint- 
ment. Ashe, to him ihall be given, who im^ 
proveth what he hath ; if we thus aft agreea- 
bly to the Divine will, we Ihall be blefled 
with an increafe, (hall grow in grace in the 
knowledge and love of God. Here then is 
tlie fpring and fountain of all holincfe in 
Jjcart and life. It is begun by gcace, in the 
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renewal of the undcrftandingy will, and aP' 
fe£tioil9, to the knowledge and love of what 
is good ; and carried on by grace, in the 
continual aiRftance of the Holy Spirit. And' 
he whofe underftanding, wiU, and afFe£lion^ 
are renewed to the knowledge and love of 
what is good, nyay be aflbred that, in a dili*^ 
gent ufe of the appointed means, this blefled 
work wilt be increafed. ** Being confident 
of this^ very thing, that he which hath beguti 
a good work in you, will perform it until the- 
day of Jefu* Chrift.'^ Philip, i. 6. 

Hence we may fee that the work of fane* 
^fication is progrcflive ; that the believer ad^- 
vances from ftrcngth to ftrength, from grace 
to grace ; but this progrefd takes pkce only% 
when he is in the path of duty. We are not 
to imagine that tiiis work meets^ with no 
checks or interruptions. A earelefs walk 
with God, a negleft of the appointed meansv 
wiH as furely weaken bis fptritual ftrength, 
and caufe him to decline, as the not taking of. 
proper fufteoance wtU impair his body^. A 
fondnefs for temporal things, a frequent ufe 
q{ fafhionable amufements, a dalliance- with 
temptation througli confidence of higiftpength, 
as naturally tend- to plunge the fout into the 
defilements- of guilti as- tlie tafle of poifoa 
tends: tacoitujV tilt \ix^'«i^ '^Xj*, ^2>ck^^«&«bS5^ 



d3C T»E PRINCIPLED 

is called upon tq *' la,y afide every weight 
and the fin wbjpb moft.eafily bqieuUim, an4 
to run with patience the race that is fet be-* 
fore him ; looking unt6 Jefus the author an4 
;^nifl)er of his fiiith/' Heb. xii. 42. Wheii 
he zSts ttiusy he not only keeps, his ground^ 
but goes on; but when he ails otherwife» he 
goes backward* fiumbles, flips, and falls. 
Hence believers in all ages have fallen into 
iins, and many into thofe of the groller kind» 
to dieir own great diftrefs, and the reproach 
of religion. It is abfurd to imagine that a 
regenerate pcrfon cannot fin. Scripture, hif- 
tory, almoft every day produces mournful 
examples to the contrary. There is fcarce a 
chara&er upon record without a foul blol> 
If it is aiked bow can thefe things be, when 
tlie will and affeftions are habitually inclined 
to that which is good ? the anfwer is ready; 
though in a regenerate pertbn the body of (in 
is crucified, it is not deftroyed ; it has received 
its death^s wound, but it is not dead, though 
it cannot finally have dominion, for the pror 
loife is, *'fin fliallnot have dominion over 
y4)u,"yet it may prevail fo far as to wound, caft 
down^ bring under bondage, lead captive. The 
fiefh lufteth againft the Spirit, and the Spirit 
againft the fleih, and (heie ace contrary to, 
in cpntinual. oppofition to each othen A 
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dying man may fometimes exert more 
ilrength than one in perfeft healtli. And 
when a Chriftian is off his guard, he will, at 
times, experience theftrength of remaining 
corruption, to his ihame and hurt. But 
where there is a circumfpeft walk with Gody 
a .cleaving to him with full purpofe of hearty 
decays and diftrefles will be avoided, and the 
work of; fan£tification will gradually increafe<^ 
. But if ^e are faved by grace through fiitb^ 
if. we.are juftified and accepted as righteous 
perfons,: by believing in the death and merits 
of Jefus Chrift, what occaiion is there for 
holinefs? 0ur final ftate is already fecuredj 
Our fina being pardoned, and we haviiig a 
title to eternal life, whatneceffity is there to 
perform good works i I before menttone<^ 
tliat hotinefa is: necefiary, that we may fao' 
meet for an inheritance with the faints 'm 
light. And now, I obfcrve more particu- 
larly, that good works are neceflary, becaufe' 
God hath commanded that we fhould walk in 
rtiera ; •* furthermore, then we beieech you, 
brethren,, and exhort you by the Lord Jefuj 
Chrift, that as ye have received of us hoW' 
ye ought to walk and to pleafe God, fo ye 
would abound more and more.* For ye- 
know what commandments we gave you by 
the Lord Jefus. For this is the will of Gpd, 
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even your fanftification.*' I. Thefll iv. y 
2, 3. **This is a faithful faying, and tUei^ 
things I v^ill that ye conftantly affirm^ tiiat 
they which have believed in Gad might be 
careful to maintain good works ; thefe things 
are good and profitable unto men." Titu9 
iii. 8. Holinefs therefore^ or the perfor- 
mance of good works, is neceflary, from the 
command of God. And when through 
careleifnefs or wilfulnefs it is negle£^ed, thea 
the authority of the fupreme Saviour, who is 
able to fave and to deftroy, is defpifed. 
. The necefEty of holinefs is evident from; 
the purpofe or decree of God j ** He hath 
diofen nSf that welhould be holy and with- 
out blame before him in love.'^ Bphef. i. 4. 
The principal deiign of God in ordaining 
any to eternal life, is, that, by holinefs, be- 
ing made meet for an inheritance with the 
faints in light, they may be for ever happy,. 
to the praife of the glory of his grace. Holi- 
nefs and happinefs are infeparably conne£led. 
^s then, without holinefs no man Ihall fee- 
the Lord, fo likewife without holinefs no 
man can be happy. 

It is neceffary likewife in order to fhew* 
forth the praife of God even in this life,. 
•' Let your light fhine before men, that they 
ipay lec your good works, and glorify your- 
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Father who is in heaven." Mat. v. 16. It 
recommends religion, by proving that there 
is a truth and reality in it. It glorifies God, 
by (hewing that he is greatly to be feared, 
loved^ depended on, obeyed, and had in re-^ 
verence. And therefore is often the occafion 
of caufing many to confider their ways, and 
be wife, and to turn their fcct unto his 
te'flimonies. 

The neceffity of fanSification,, or holineft, 
is farther manifeft, as it is the grand evidence 
of our being in a ftate of falvation. By the en* 
trance of fin into the world, the divine image 
was deilroyed in the foul, our nature became 
wholly polluted, But alt who arc in Clirift, 
are new creatures ; all who are chofen for 
eternal life, arc predeftinated to be conformed 
fo his image. They that are Chrift's, have 
Grucified the flelh with its af!e£tions and 
lufts. It is in vain therefore to fuppofe that 
we are chofen in Chrift, or that wc believe in 
him, however moral and inofienfive we may 
be in our lived, however regular and fre<^ 
quent in the performance of private duties, 
or in our attendance on public ordinances ; 
if wc do not experience a change in heart, 
fomething of the temper of Chrift, a renewing 
in the fpirit of our minds. Accordingly, all 
who arc choien to ialvatio% are chofen to^^ 
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holinefs; ^' God hath from the beginning 
cbofen you to falvatlon» through fanflifi- 
cation of the Spirit and belief of the truth.** 
IL Thein ii. 13. And therefore it is a dan- 
gerous delufion, an awful prefumption, in^ 
any to fancy themfelve^ iQ.the./iupber of the 
th&if if they do not ficvd that tt^py ^re a^>)%itQd 
by a Spirit of holiiieft. 

The Scripture/ fpeaks of no ele:£twft tcr 
ialyation, (to p^rtai^^.of.th^ f^your pf Qod 
here, and b^ppin^f^ with hin^h^re^flter) with-* 
out holinef$. They therefore who im^gjine. 
they are elefted: tp ftivatipQ*, and yet kc>p^ 
noUiing of zvt h^bi.tu4l difppiition tp obfpyp 
tbp.<:o9inQiapds of Gpd. (the, only proof ojf 
holi^pf^) who arf;.npt;car^i^.to wall$: b^fpr<p; 
him unWam^aWy, i^. Ipve, t<^ b^ve a cpg^ 
fcience void of ofenpe, piit af under wb^ 
God has joined together, and fo wreft thje^ 
Scriptures to th^ir own. deftruAion. 

But if.fan£tification is begmi and carried/ 
on by the Holy Spirit, are not we ipere ip^- 
chines in this matter? By np means; the. 
Holy Ghoft communicates a principle of 
fpiritual life, and thus lays the foundation for 
aftion i and afterwards gives grace and ftrepgth 
to help in every time of need; but man is- 
tbc agent. And therefore we are comniajided* 
to " add tp our faith virtue, and tp virtue. 

knowledge^. 



OF CHRISTIANITY. ^37 

tcnowledge, and to knowledge temperance, 
'&c. IL Pet. i. 5, 6. — ^To ** grow in grace," 
11. Pet. iii. 18. — to " cleanfe oiirfelves from 
all filthinefs of the flefh and Spirit, pcrfefting 
holinefs in the fear of God.** IL Cor. vii. i. 
— to be " perfefteven as our Father which is 
in heaven is perfeft." Matt. v. 48. That is, 
to ufe the help the Holy Ghoft gives, in or- 
tler to acquire the Qiriftian graces, to ac- 
complilh the great ends for which it was 
^iven. When the Holy Ghoft is faid to 
fanftify us, he is fpoken of as the com-* 
municator of all grace, the giver of every 
good and perfeft gift. When we are com- 
manded to work out our own falvation, wc 
are called upon to improve the grace he 
^rouchfaffes for that purpofe. So that we are 
to endeavour to grow in grace, as much as i£ 
it depended entirely upon ourfelves, without] 
the leaft help from above; and yet, with at 
deep fenfe of our own inability to do any 
thing, as frbm oUifelves, and a firm reliance 
on God for his pronqnled affiftance. More- 
over, the implanting and frequent cheriftiing; 
of a defire to that which is good, cannot be 
that we fhould be idle and inaAive ; it mull 
have a fphere for a£tton. The proper ob- 
j^fts for it are the commands, the glory o 
Crodi the falyation of our fouls ; good works: 

whic] 

J 
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u'hich God hath before ordained that we 
iliould walk in« 

Thu§4 being renewed in the fpifit of our 
niinds> we are prepared to perform unto him 
a reafonable fcrvice; and by habitually ex- 
erciiing the defirc to what is good on its pro- 
per objefts, we gradually learn that his com- 
mandments are not grievous, that his ferr 
vice is.perfcft freedom^ We properly en- 
deavour to fulfil the law by love — to love 
him with all our hearts — and, for his fake, 
and in obedience to his command, our 
neighbour as ourfelves. But our hearts be- 
ing by nature deftitute of a principle of 
holinefs, alienated from the life of God, and 
narrowly contrafted by felfilhnefs; tliat we 
may be able to have refpeft to his command- 
ments, to walk before him unblameably in 
I love, we are his workmanlhip, created in 
Chrift Jefus. And in order to carry on this 
glorious work ; that we may be ^upre re- 
newed, more con formed to. the divine image, 
.and more intent MKlorifying him in all 
: manner of holy convJrfation,. he hath given 
; us, as proper inftruments through which he 
K ufually communicates fpiritual bleilings, his 
i' word and ordinances. 

If we review thefe difcourfes, we may 
-find it proved that wc all finijcd in Adam — 
'1 , - are 



OF CHRISTIANITY. »39 

are by nature children of wrath — that we 
all have finned, and come (hort of the glory 
of God by perfonal difobedience — that the 
wages <of fin is death ; and therefore we arc 
under the curfe— that we aiuft be born 
again of the Spirit, or we cannot enter into 
the kingdom of heaven — that we can be 
faved only by faith in the obedience unto 
death of Jefus Cbrift — and that when this 
faith is fincere, and avails unto j unification, it 
is accompanied with a life of holinefs. When 
the will and afFedtions are inclined to fpiri* 
tual things, a life of holinefs regularly fol- 
lows. And whofoever improveth what he 
hath, to him (hall more be given; a growth 
in grace muft enfue, which is indeed a grand 
and infallible mark of a true Chriftian. 

But though it is the duty of all natural 
men to do their utmoft in moral perfor- 
mances, and their labour (hall not be in 
vain with refpeft to^ temporal rewards; yet a 
Chriflian life in Goff^l-holinefs, the end of 
which is eternal happinefs-^*tliey can never 
attain, without a renewal bT their will and 
affeftions. This therefore as a trutb of God's 
word, they ought as rational creatures to be 
convinced of, to feek unto God for his Holy 
Spirit to renew their nature ; and to wait for 
his mercy in the reading of hh word,, and 

hearing 
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hearing his Gofpel; as tinder its miniftratioa 
his Spirit is given for this end. For with- 
out a renewal of our nature, we can never lead 
a Chriftian life in holinefs, nor can we make 
any advances therein. While we attempt to 
mortify one corruption, another will increaie 
in llrength. Bid the man trembling with 
the palfy keep himfelf fleady; he Cannot^ 
his diforder baffles his utmoft endeavours. In 
like manner^ when we attempt to lead a life 
of holinefs in our own llrength, the depra- 
vity of our nature continually foils us. We 
indeed draw near to God with our lips, but 
our hearts are far from him. The enn»ty in 
obr nature to what is good, prevents us from 
relifhing fpiritual duties, from performing 
them with delight. Wherefore, finding oun- 
felves unable to advance without knowing 
the real caufe, which is the depravity of our 
hearts, we endeavour to perfuade ourfelves 
that a life of godlinefs is not neceflary, tliat 
It is only being righteous over much. And 
as the difrelillh of fpiritual things will make 
us think a few of them fufHcient, fo the love 
of temporal things will perfuade us that the 
-enjoyment of the world is not unlawful-^ 
that thepurfuit of riches is only to make a 
zieceflary provifion for our families ; and a 
round of faihionable pleafures nothing more 

than 
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riian neceflary amufement, in order to relax 
the mind. Hence it is that we grow fatis- 
fied with the mere form of religion — excufe 
our mifcarriagcs, by calling them the infir- 
mities of nature — and extol the mercy of 
God at the expence of his other attributes. 

How prepofterous and abfurd is it then 
to exhort us to a life of holinefs, without 
informing us how we are to be able to lead it 
— without acquainting us that our nature 
muft be renewed by the Holy Ghoft — that 
this is the happy lot only of believers in 
Jefus Chrift — and that none believe in 
him, till they have feen themfelves finners, 
condemned by his law, and that they can 
be faved only through him. 

Ability for holinefs of life is fo far from 
being in our own power, that it is abfolutely 
the efFeft of a promife of the covenant of 
grace: " I will put my Spirit within you, 
and caufe you to walk in my Ilatutes, and 
ye fhall keep my judgments and do them.'* 
Ezek. xxxvi. 27. The verfe immediately 
before this is, " a new heart alfo will I give 
you, and a new fpirit will I put within you, 
and I will take away the ftony heart out of 
your flefh, and I will give you an heart of 
riefli." So that agreeably to thefe promifes 
compared with the context, this ability is not 
only not in our own povirer, but we cannot 
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have it, till we are reconciled to God, and 
taken into covenant with him. But there is 
no reconciliation to be had, no admiflion 
into covenant, without '* repentance to- 
wards God, and faith in our Lord Jefus 
Chrift.*' We muft firft fee that we are 
linners, that we need a propitiation, and 
when we have been enabled to fabmit to tlic 
righteoufnefs of God, to embrace the declara- 
tions of mercy through a Mediator; then, 
and not till then, God will fulfil his promifes 
in the covenant, " will put his Spirit within 
us, and caufe us to walk in his ftatutes.*' 

Where then is the boafted dignity of man? 
the extolled fufficicncy of reafon to carry on 
the work of Chriftianitv, without the affif- 
tance of the Holy Spirit; when he muft fee 
he is a rebel, and utterly unable to help him- 
felf — when he muft fue for mercy, as a con- 
demned criminal, and renounce all preten- 
iions to merit, before he can begin a life ac- 
ceptable to God ? Our diforder is the depravity 
of our hearts, the corruption of our nature. 
When we fee this — when we fee alfo that 
God is our enemy, by reafon of our tranf- 
greiTions, felf-prefervation will teach us to 
feek for a remedy, that we may flee from 
the wrath to come. A propitiation is pro- 
vided for the remiflion of fins that are paft, 
2 namely. 



